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Ceeeverr, IS“Ro, TECHNICAL SURVEILLANCE. SUBJECT, 
wg) WHO HAS BEEN EMPLOYED. BY SGPC FOR THE PAST THREE YEARS IS OPENENG | 
ON OFFICE, ROOM 315. HEARTWELL BUILDING LONG BEACH, AS HEAD OF THE 
yt -SAN FRANCISCO SHIPPING SUPPLY, LONG. BEACH, FEBRUARY. ONE NEXT WHEN- 
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JANUARY 31,1947. 
SAG ~ LOS ANGELES 6 oe 


vectitcnn theron bos SURVEILLANCE, CONSTANTINE Vv. LEBEDEFF, 


IS-R. AUTHORITY GRANTED INSTALLATION TECHNICAL+MICROPHONE . 


| SURVEILLANCE OFFICE CONSTANTINE V. LEBEDEFF, SAN FRANCISCO. 


‘SHIPPING SUPPLY, THREE FIFTEEN HEARTWELL BUILDING, NINETEEN 7 
PINE AVENUE, LONG BEACH, PROVIDED FULL SECURITY ASSURED, SUTEL | 
‘TIME, DATE INSTALLATION, SYMBOL NUMBER, TELEPHONE NUMBER AND | 


PLANT LOCATION. a 7 . _ | 
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, Office Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


January 99 i 
, rpc 


TITERNAL SECURITY.- R 


i 


48 
es 
5 
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, The Los Angeles office has: advised that the’ soviet Government Fels, oon . 
Purchasing Commission is closing its office located in Long Beach, Hiss Gandy 
California as of February 1, 1947. The captioned subject is opening an 
office in room 315 Heartwell Building, Long Beach as head of a San Francisco 
Shipping Supply also as of February 1, 1947. , It is believed that he, will 
handle Soviet Government Purchasing Commission business in the future. 

, f. 
a , Lebedeff is a naturalized citizen of Russian descent. and, has been 
‘employed by the Soviet Government Purchasing Commission ‘for’ the: past, three 
years. In October 19h6, the San Francisco Shipping Supply, of whiehhe is’ the 
head, ‘had office space in the quarters of the Soviet Government Purchasing 7 a 
Commission and utilized a phone listed to the Purchasing Commiseiion..? 

ahs 
The Los Angeles Office has requested authority to iAstall a. technical, 

and microphone surveillance covering Lebedeff ts” new office (Space tt is 
recommended that this authority be given. 


Action: . 7 _ BY si “Reconven {12 (02a 


” There is ‘attached for your’ approval a ma@randae & Hhe abtorney 
General eb jen for. the ? PechnicalysurhGBl Ant Snstallation. 
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fe, ‘Bederal Bureau of Inuestiga,.ait 


United States Department of Justice 
Washington, A. C. 
January 29, 19147 


f Nr. Carson ---------- 


P Mir. BRAD .-.--+------- 


In connection with the investigation of Soviet espionage in thd ; 
United States, it has been ascertained that the Soviet Government Furchasin 
Commission will release offices presently maintained at 1106 Hear twell BupLid 


Shipping Supply. The latter company , in addition to ubilizing the same of F742 
quarters, utilized a telephone listed to the Soviet Government Purchasing 
Commission. 


The head of this concern is Constantine VY. Lebedeff, a naturalized 
citizen of Russian descent who will open an office in 315 Heartwell Building 
as of February 1, 191.7, when the Soviet Government Purchasing Commission 
closes its office. It is believed that Lebedeff will handle all business for 
the Purchasing Commission in the future and in order to completely cover his 
activities, it is deemed necessary to utilize all possible technical assistance. 


Cc T recommend that you authorize the installation of a technical sur- 
fj 39 | veillance at the office of Lebedeff, 315 Heartwell Building, 19 Pine Avenue, 
Cy |Long Beach, California. 


Respectfully, . 


John Edga oover 
Director 
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CONS.LAN. ie vat CESeDErF ~ ISRe TECHNICAL SURVEILLANCE» RETEL TO © 
“BUREAU. JANUARY 27 eo SUBUECT- EMPLOYED SGRC, LONG BEACH, PAST THREE 
~ YEARS » OPENED OFFICE ROOM 315 HEARTWELL BUILDING, LONG BEACH, FEBr - . 
| RUARY 1, 19472 NOW-HANDLING SGPC BUSINESS UNDER’ NAME SAN FRANCISCO. -- 
- .. SHIPPING SUPPLIES, TELEPHONE LONG BEACH 66809., PERMISSION REQ ESTED 
TO INSTALL” TECHNICAL AND MICROPHONE. SURVEILLANCES o 
-HOOD ~~ . oo | 


RECEIVED 2- 26-47 2 2:57 PM EST. “MD” a ree 
. ~focy ae _ -_ . . . . . oy 


. be 
= to 7 
7 : 
. aa 
\, . 
| heal 
3 


"RECORDED A 
RE . 


8 re ; —— ~ Se . eo: 
ce a oe . rn ' ~. _ 
ele 8 . : . 


tf the “intelligence contained ~ in the ‘above’ measdge- is “to be disseminated 
= outside. the “Bureau, it is suggested that-it be suitably paraphrased ‘in - 
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CONS TANTINE vGceeveré, IS - Rs REURTEL FEBRUARY 28 LAST. 
THIS OFFICE NO RECORD EVER RECEIVING YOUR TEL DATED JANUARY 31 
LAST AUTHORIZING* TECHNICAL MICROPHONE SURVEILLANCE. “ATTENTION ° 
IS CALLED TO SUTEL FEBRUARY 22-LAST. ENTITLED QUOTE CP - USA 
DISTRICT 13 LOS ANGELES F _D UNQUOTE ADVISING THAT AUTHORITY HAO 


BEEN GIVEN TO. TRANSFER TO NEW LOCATION 
BY BUTEL JANUARY 31, 47.8% THIS OFFICE NEVER RECEIVED BUTEL JANUARY: 
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tf the intelligence contained in the above message is to be dissemihated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 
order to protect the Bureau's coding systems. 
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constantine: vLeseverr, IS - Re TECHNICAL AND MICROPHONE 
SURVEILLANCE INSTALLED SUBJECT’S OFFICE, ROOM 15, 19 PINE 
AVENUE, LONG BEACH. TELEPHONE LONG BEACH 66708 AT 11:30 PoMe, 
AYANUARY 31. 19472 PLANT ROOM 612 SAME BUILDING. SYMBOL 

fos. TEFE cunt caL MICROPHONE BUTEL JANUARY 31 RECEIVED. 
| TELETYPE INQUTRY TO BUREAU FEBRUARY 26 SHOULD BE DISREGARDED. 
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tf the inteiligence contained in ‘the above message is to be disseminated 
the j reau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 
NW: 42 Borks9d 05 PReBpyeau's coding systems. 
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Se 7 FEDERAL BUREAU OF JNVESTIGATI ON | 


. . Fortn No. 1 \ Va . 
- ‘THIS GASE ORIGINATED AT LOS ANGELES \ a . FILE NO. 100-2383), 
: REPORT MADE AT _DATE WHEN MADE : PERIOD ror I REPORT MADE BY > 
| t Nev CH MAD: .. 
“pee LOS ANGELES. 3/18/47 c 8 Ei RILEY L. MILLARD GER 
| n AK TITLE cuanacren or CASE ° ) 
a CONSTANT INB VLAD IMIROVICH LEBEDEFF ; INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
nd MRS. CONSTANTINE V uasenere a , _ - 
ak SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: coNsTaNr nig) LEBEDEFF, a naturalized UeS- citi zen of 


Rus sian bi lis, has been employed by the SGPC, Long 
Beach, celit.” since 1/)j; as Purchasing Agent, 
a=, inter retér, Translator and general handyman. Prior 
ato 1 hh, jz DEFF was very active in RUSSIAN WAR RELIEF. 
-  #Héyhas been a frequent visitor to the Russian Vice  — 
Congulate, although he apparently is not regarded too 
highly by the Russian Consular Officials. He came to 
the Ue S. about 28 years ago and was naturalized as a. ; 
i) citizen of the U.S. at San Francisco, Calif. on 9/3/29, a Be . 
qGertificate #3129897. He was employed by Hollywood a pet. 
= Studios prior to 19], and is reported to be skilled as ee | 
o et a set designer. Mrs. LEBEDEFF has been employed by 
ec 2S bz. dsarc, Long Beach, Calif. as a typist and receptionist . . 
wh. RES* Ree since about 6/46. She is reported to be a very poor fo 
BP'e FOR > 7 2 SS J se typist and does not speak English too well. She was ; 
Ce, fae employed by GRACHEV because of her reliability. Jf 


te . CLA Lrkl bone “ . - . . ‘ ‘ - : a ‘ , 
Platz (oft P . | | _ of 


rst. 


\ | 44 
‘|| REFERENCE: . Bureau letter, As/ib, entitled "SOVIET GOVERNMENT - A 
\ ; , PURCHASING COMMISS TON; INTERNAL SECURITY. - R.* _ _ 
i po, 
| *poseangs The files of the ‘Los Angeles Field Office reflect that ‘on | 
: March 3, 194, a car bearing license #194823 was observed by agents of 


& gris office at the Russian Vice Consulate, Los Angeles, California. 

Through the Department of Motor Vehicles, Sacramento, California, it, 
cr © was determined that this car belonged to CONSTANTINE V. LEBEDEFF, Yar | 
Nort Cherokee Avenue, Hollywood, California... _ 
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LA 100-23 $851; 


An examination of the records of the office of the Registrar of 
Voters, 808 North Spring Street, Los Angeles, revealed that on September 19, . 
1910 LEBEDEFF, who then residéd at L671 La Mirada Avenue, Los Angeles, 
registered as ‘@ voter and stated that he was born in Russia, was affiliated 
with the’ Democratio. Party and had been naturalized as a citizen of the 
United States by Decree of Court, September 3, 1929 at San Francisco, 
California, Certificate 45129897. 


Source 18-1 advised in. 194, that LEBEDEFF has been Purchasing Q 
Agent in the Los Angeles Area for the Purchasing Commission of the Soviet 
Union with headquarters at 19 Pine Avenue, Long Beach, California. Informant ; 
stated that LEBEDEFF's duties consist of obtaining supplies for Russian ships, { 
Aurnishing transportation to the ship captains and crew members. LEBEDEFF 

/ Was a frequent visitor to Soviet ships in 1943, representing RUSSIAN WAR 
RELIEF, and regularly employed in the motion picture industry in Hollywood. 
|, According to the informant, LEBEDEFF was born in Russia, migrated to the 
v United States approximately 28 years ago and is contributing his time and 
| efforts to Russian War Relief because he thinks they need his help. 


On June 15, 1944, Bureau Agents observed LEBEDEFF attending a 
party at the Russian Vice Consulate, Los Angeles. ; 


On July 20, 19h, LEBEDEFF was observed oy Bureau Agents entering 
the Russian ‘Vice Consulate. . FOIA(b)(7) - (D, 


advised that subject went to work for the SOVIET 
GOVERNMENT PURCHASING COMMISSION in Long Beach, California in January, 194), \ 
as an aide at $250 per month. He acts as Purchasing Agent, translator, 

. interpreter and contact man. fo 


/ 


A confidential source revéalea that on May 9, 194) A -_P-AGRAGHEY 
wrote the following letter to Rear ileal ra 
neta npenearsentn tz 


"To the Representative of the Government’ Purchasing Cc 
Soviet Union in the U.S.A. of the Western Shores 
Member of the Commission 

Rear Admiral Com. RAMISHVILLI, Se S. 


a 


ssion of the 


"In our office in Long Beach we have a man LEBEDEFF, XONSTANTIN 


VLADIMIROVICH working as.a supply agent since January of “Ohi. He is 
an American citizen of Russian parentage. 


"Ever since the beginning of his employment here hse has worked 
- unceasingly discounting the time of day, night and holidays. He does 
this because he himself sees the necessity of completing the work even 
though he is told to stop and go home.’ - 


t 
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LA 100-2383), 


"Not once has Ke ve ‘LEBEDEFF asked any favor of us either in the 
form of compensation or compensatory leave for overtime. 


“"all summer of last year and now, for the past two months, he has 
worked until 10, 11 P.M. This has been necessary because of the short 
stay of the tankers in port and the subsequent need of quick action in 
supplying same. If it was not for the hard work of this comrade the 
‘ships would never be supplied. 


“LEBEDEFF transports in his own machine seamen to the hospital, 
delivers on board many supplies, which saves us much money and time. 


. “In March of 19h he bought a 1935 Ford which showed a mileage 
of 48,000. At present it already shows a mileage of 104,000 this 
obviously shows the amount of work he does. He paid %675.00 for the 
machine whioh is now worth only #200.00.. ; . 


"He is very conscientious, shows initiative and tries to supply 
the ship 100 per cent. All the ships' captains are well satisfied 
. with his work. : - 

- "Last year hé prevented a possible catastrophe on the Tanker 
‘Batumi! of his own initiative. He has been promised a bonus for his a“ 
actions described in our report to Comrade RAZIN. We have had no 
evidence of this -bonus as yet. —— - 


"at this time K. V. LEBEDEFF is receiving a salary of £250.00 
per month. He is badly in need and therefore we are of the opinion 
that he should be helped, especially in view of his meritorious work. 


"We again ask you forward a bonus of $300.00 to K. V. LEBEDEFF. 
If we had paid his overtime for the past year it would be no less than 
#200 .00 or #900. 00. 


With regards to you. 


; | /s/ By Director of the Tanker Fleet Group 
A.P. GRACHEV 


And the Representative of the SGPC . 
in Los Angeles P.N. ZDORNYKH" 7 


Subject's employment jwith the SGPC was terminated October 15, 19h5. 
In November, 1915 he was living at 10,7 North Oxford Street, Los Angeles at 
the home of EUGENTA) ZONN. He was reported to be working for COLUMBIA STUDIOS. 
_ LEBEDEFF was reemployed at thé SGPC, Long Beach, California in April, 1946 
and resided at 125 Bast Ocean Boulevard, Long Beach. He is presently residing 
at this address. 
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LA 10002383), - | eee ve 
— XCONF. INF eee | of 
Through “ | at: was learned’ ‘that LEBEDEFF is 
presently very active on behalf. FoF iS Sw ier GOVERNMENT PURCHASING COMMISSION | 
in purchasing supplies for Russian ships, arranging for dock space, obtaining 
fuel and ee other services for the Rugeian Ships. 
INF 


dvised that GRACHEV has.’ remarked that LEBEDEFF is 
beginning to feel that he is very importante GRACHEY and TUMANTZEV regard 
this as a joke. oe 

It will be noted that LEBEDEFF hai ot been invited to recent 
parties at the Russian Vice Consulate and Fins pot boon tm has stated that':he 
does not consider inviting LEBEDEIF necessary. ' 


Source Tel reported that during the recent Longshoremen's Strike 
the Russians were anxious to have several carloads of coal loaded on several 
small ships which had been’ confiscated: from Germany. LEBEDEFF made an 
appeal to L. ST THOMAS, President of ‘the Longshoremen's Union, in person, Jt 
and THOMAS agreed to make an exception and permit the coal to be_loaded. — ; 
The coal was never loaded because the Employers Association refused to order _ 
the men to work. 

CONF _INET» 


stated. that it is his understanding that LEBEDEFF 

has been employed at Hollywood’ Studios as a set designer for years and that 
he is an expert in this profession. Informant stated that he is at a loss 

to understand why LEBEDEFF would work for the SGPC at the reported salary of 
#250 per month since he obviously could make considerably more in the studios. 


Mrs. CONSTANTINE LEBEDEFF was employed by the SOVIET GOVERNMENT 
PURCHASING COMMISSION. about June 1, 1946 as typist, receptionist, etc. 


/ 


advised that Mrs. LEBEDEFF does -not speak 
English too well and has considerable trouble understanding English over the 
telephone « “ , 


advised that Mrs. LEBEDEFF is a very poor typist and 
apparently was hired only because of her reliability. He stated that she 
is a dancer by profession and has worked for various Hollywood studios. 


Additional information concerning LEBEDEFF's activities may be 
found in the Los Angeles file entitled “SOVIET GOVERNMENT PURCHASING COMMISSION; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R." 


- PENDING - 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


THE SAN FRANCISCO FIELD DIVISION 

At San Franois co, California: 

Will check the records of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service and obtain all available information concerning CONSTANTINE 


VLADIMIROVICH LEBEDEFF, who is reported to have been naturalized in san 
Francisco on September 3, 1929, Certificate #3129897. 


THE LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION oe 
At. Los Angeles, California: | 


Will, at Columbia Studios, examine the personnel record of 
LEBEDEFF and obtain all background information available. — 


Will also determine if Mrs. LEBEDEFF was employed by this studio 
and obtain all information available concerning her. 


If no records concerning these individuals are found at this . 
studio,. will check the other Studios for personne] records on these individuals. 


At Long Beach, California 


- Will continue to maintain contact with informants and report | 
activities of subjects. 


rs 
Mee 


One copy of this report is being forwarded to the Washington 
Field Division for their information in view of their interest in the case 
entitled "SOVIET GOVERNMENT PURCHASING COMMISSION; INTERNAL SECURITY < R." 
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Source T-1: DAVE GERSHON © 
. Reporter for the "Examiner" ~~ 
Long Beach and San Pedro, California 


Source 18-T: JESS A. VALLOW 
Chief Clerk — 
Ration Board 19 
6530 Sunset Boulevard 
Hollywood, California 
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ee cee eo 
bos. Office Memorandum . bnrrep STATES GOVERNMENT © | 


TO . : Director, FBI. coe oe _ a ‘DATE: March. 18, 1917 
(Blip ns : SAC, Los Angeles so ens ee 


. “p> _ Sete os _ . tys4 f 
. } SUBJECT: _ CONSTANT INE. TLADINTROVICH LEBEDEFF eae 


Lote - oa he . 
INTERNAL. SECURITY. en hfe 


‘Subject is'a naturalized American citizen’ of Russian birth who ” a 

_ has been employed by.. theSOVIET GOVERNMENT PURCHAS ING COMMISSION, 1106 — Soe 
_+ Heartwell Building; 19 Pine Avenue, Long Beach, ‘California, since Jamiary, , 
~ 194. He has been very active in}RUSS TAN WAR RELIEF and other Russian —- 

. matters ‘for the past several’ “years ‘and fs a frequent visitor at the Russian 
Consulate. 7 Ce oN, Ste 


re “This individual is being. placed on the Key Figure List. 
RLM:GER a 
100-2383, - 


° an ’ Ae 


“~ee:™ Los Angeles File 100-1709, ; 
Ep ee Se 


@uCORDED 
& 


INDEXED 
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S . ‘ Mr. Tolson_ | 

| ’ _ oe ; Mr. E. A. Tamm_ 

; : Mr. Clegg 


Mr. Glavin__-” 
pe ; : r. Ladd 
: - ulearNichots__ : 
Rosen____ 
F.B.1. TELETYPE ites 


. Carson 
‘ 
(> 


- Egan 
. Gurnea_ 
. Harbo 

. Hendon 

s Pennington__ 
» Quinn Tamm _ 


& 


ee 


DECODED copy Mr. Nease 
Miss Gandy 
WASH FROM LOMA 5 16 3:40 PM OS ye 


DIRECTOR GENT 


CONSTANTIN LEBEDEFF, INTERNAL SECURITY ~ Re TECHNICAL SURVEILLANCE. 
DISCONTINUED ON SUBJECT AT ROOM 315, 19 PINE AVENUE LONG BEACH, 
TELEPHONE LONG BEACH 66708. CONTINUOUS MICROPHONE SURVEILLANCE AND 
PLANT DISCONTINUED. ARRANGEMENTS MADE FOR MICROPHONE SPOT SUR= 
VEILLANCE OF SUBJECT AT ABOVE ADDRESS AT NO COST... SECURITY ASSURED. 
HOOD. . 


RECEIVED 4-16-47 7:29 PM EST MD 


é . 
a & ca 


aut BS 


o 

ant 
tec, 
ash 

4 


nad 
" 


: 


Pee gy 


= 


Aft 
Ce 


eatin i 
3 
§ ? 
2. | “ 
x sa 4” Le0-3 5H: eG] _b 
. agcor?™ , 
7 eg AS "APR 23; 1947 
eT | ae | 
(@l0 Ce ven Be. 


Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 


50 nase the Bureau' 8 coding systems. 


Qi 
If the Wajoorean, contained in the above message is to be Dow bes 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No.2 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


LOS ANGELES © 


FILE NO. 100-26961 


| pERIOD FOR | REPORT MADE 8Y 
WHICH MADE ; 


| | . 
SAN FRANCISCO | 5/18/47 | 4 25 ,28,29= | WILBERT J. WEISKIRCH ec 


REPORT MADE AT : DATE WHEN MADE 


TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE © 


DP : 
CONSTANTINE VLADIMIROVICH LEBEDEFF 5 


p Mrse CONSTANTINE V@LEBEDEFF | 7 -| INTERNAL SECURITY - R | 
Y ae FF 
| | eV J | 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: CONSTANTINE VLADIMIROVICH LEBEDEFF was _ : 
born on December 31, 1904 in Poltow, ~ 3H 

. cet Russiae He immigrated from Manila, |- / 

a : Philippine Islands and arrived in the 


United States at San Francisco aboard 
the UeS. Army Transport "MERRITT" as a 
passenger on July l, 1923. .LEBEDEFF 
was naturalized as citizen of the 
United States in UeS. District Court at | 
San Francisco of September 5, 1929, 
Certificate Number 5129897. -Additional 
‘biographical data set forthe 


ee INE shes Chrggho 


~ RUC = 


BS 
vm oh | 


Y, 
bey G Cop scenes eee ce Oe a : ; 
REFERENCE s ‘ Report of. Special Agent RILEY Le MILLARD dated 
. March 18, °1947 at Los Angeles. . 


DETAILS: 


®D On the petition for naturalization filed by - ' 
- GONSTANTINE LEBEDEFF on March 21, 1929 with the Immigration Naturalization 8 
Service in San Francisco, the following biographical data and information is 
set forth: -~ 


DESTROYED- Date and Place of Birth: December 31, 1904 
. Poltow, Russia _ 
_ p48Ba0G 16 1062 other's Nemo: — (\ gugengextopzevicr " 
4" Residence : \ 541) Divisadero Street, 4 
Mar, © Boyle Nina U epi ; 
LEuye 2 poe. Vey San[Francisco 
ade nny 2E San a 


KPPROVED ANDdged 
___ FORWARDED: at 


. in 

NIM o, oN Me 

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 
San 


ef 
Te 


- » ii 19, | ge 
; 075” UD Ocld: 70099505 Page 19 5. & covansatedr enavnesa orga? 7—2034 ADD. DISSEMINATION. 


an 
= 


SF 1100-26961 


Former Residence; 2206 Geary Street, 
San Francisco 
Scotia, California 
August 1923:to December, 1923 
San- Francisco from . 
“ December 1923 to January 1928 
Hollywood, California from 
January 1928 to July, 1928 
and San Francisco July 1928 
to March, 1929. ; 
Employment: Pacific Lumber Company 
1923, Sacramento, California 
Huntington Apts. ‘ 
1924, San Frencisco| 
Matson Navigation Company 
1927, San Francisco 
Emporium, 1929, San Francisco 
References; - 7 -Bonts wath on : 
7 1862 Geary Street, San Francisco 
SERGEI AsMKOVOV, — 
Automobile Driver 
2047 Green Street, 
San’ Francisco 


The records of Immigration Naturalization Service further 
reflect that LEBEDEFF boarded the SS "MERRITT" a U.S. Army Transport as a 
passenger at Manila, Philippine Islands on May 24, 1923 and landed at San 
Francisco, California on July 1, 1923. He traveled with a Mr. ZOM, Mr. BENDER, 
Lt. NECHOROSHEFF, Mr. VANTZ, Mr. KOLOSSOFF and Mr. KEISKANEN, He filed his 
first papers, that is, his declaration of intention to become a citizen of the 
United at the Post Office at San Francisco on December,26, 1923. 


The records of the Clerk of the UeSe District Court, Post 
Office Building, San Francisco, California made available by MARIE LEEDS, 
reflect that on order of the U.S. District Court on September 3, 1929 the 
subject became a naturalized citizen of the United States under Certificate 

| Number 3129897. At the time of the filing of his petition with the United 
States District Court in San Francisco on April 24, 1929, subject gave’ as his 
address 1796 Eddy Street, San Francisco and furnished former addresses as 
541 Divisadero Street and 1302 Masonic Avenue, San Francisco. BORIS VON SONN 
and SERGEI A. KOMOV witnessed the naturalization proceedings and both indicated 
they had known the subject since April 1,.1924, ; 


\ , . 
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SF  100~26961 . a 


The indices-of the San “Frencisco office contained no pertinent 

information on BORIS VONRCURE Re ding SERGEI EBL _ALEXANI RPKOMOV, 1563-8th 
Avenue, San Francisco, ©: (fornia; eported in: ed in: June. sor 1942°that KOMOV 
was employed as the Assistant Pier Supervisor, U.S, ‘Army Transport. Docks, 
Oakland, California and was a member of the KAUT SANTA, a Russtean Naval 

- Officer's Clx in‘San Francigcoe KOMOV was rep ‘to be an associate of 

_—~BARON ALEXA JDBERG., VICTORYSRENDEL and ROL Kron. KEYKING, all of whom were 
considered by to be suspected white Russians. further reported that 
KOMOV was alleged to be a Cadet in the Imperial Russian’ Navy prior to the Red 
Revolution, to have egeaped from a Concentration Camp and to have come to 
San Francisco in 1923. KOMOV was born August 30, 1904 at Birek, Russia and 
became a naturalized United States citizen in 1928. 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
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, ' Form No.1 f 
- £— THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT Los ANG aye FILE NO. 100=23 83h 
REPORT MADE AT . DB re WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY ™ | 
— WHICH MADE 
LOS ANGELES “~. f 6 130 i » Ll thru RILEY L. MILLARD _ CBB 


mme CHANGED: 

' | CONSTANTINE ENPINE VLADDATROVICH™ LEBEDEFF 
{| WA, Costia Valdemar“Tebedeff; 

| Mrs, CONSTANTIN: v ALaBEDEFT, nee. 

Alexandra/Sherme . 


(exc ept Sunda’ FHARACTER OF CASE 


5/2,6,9513,17, | INTERNAL SECURITY - R- 
2729/47 _ 


eo] ae ae op em de ‘ee 


on on 2/1/47 the SGPC Office, Long Beach, Calif. was closed 
OK, and all Russian. personnel departed for Russia. CONSTANTINE Lb aed ; 
I Cia LEBEDEFF moved his office to Room 315, Hartwell Building, iy? 
a f “Where” he continues to perform the same functions as per- . ih 
| - ates. formed when employed by thet aqrc. His present employer is / te \ 
| 27° 3M G “sthe San Francisco Shipping’ Supply Company of San Francisco, . 
7 . Calif. » owned by MORR]84 RACH, an American men ce Russian 
4 SEP ancestry. LEBEDEFF works very closely with A. P.XGRACHEV of 
(AT San; Francisco, the only remaining representative on the 
les - Pacific coast of the SGPC. LEBEDEFF is in frequent” contact~~—_/f] 
nen $9 ewith the Soviet Vice Consulate in Los Angeles. Additional - 
a fans “fe Sbalekground information ‘on both subjects set out. Present 
ane - |: SAadéress is 220-A Ximeno Ave., Long Beach, calif. f () 


a a co FOIA(b)(7) - (D) Uh 
_ fo . 


REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent RILEY L. wn Los 
March 18, 19h7 


a 


| DETAILS: oo ain . | : 
gy é apne F 
o . The title of thidvrepdrt } iis being marked changed a CE ine LO’ the Fed! iy 
alias cosTiA VALDNGR: YEBEDERF ‘and nee ALEKANDRA SHERMETT. L ee Y we } 
© f AaV A . 
Se / 
= advised tnaz BEE oe mice, Hartwell Building, Long Beach; California, | 
bode closed theflast ; c y ree AthsRussian personnel returned to Russia. 
& _ 
a. 


APPROVED AND 
“FORWARDED: 


\ is 
EEF PSR 
“CORTES! OF THIS ‘REBORT - 


ay 
CO ways O04, 
" hf ia f 

(6)- puréhiy “Lop *Y 

2.- Los Angeles’ ,. ““%:, 


” 
: 


iy 


ag ae , > bfy WW . 
ae —— "Ok, ORT NS 
(ar 4 ee OCED 1 Gila: o 
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Led. 100-2383) . _ ee: 


CONSTANTINE LEBEDEFF moved his office to Room 315 ofthe same building and 

opened an office as representative of the San. Francised Shipping Supply 

Company on February 1, 1917. This company is owned by MORRIS BACH, a nat- , 
uralized citizen of Russian birth who was~formerly employed by the McCormick 

Steamship Company. Apparently BACH has’a contract or agreement with the 
Russian Government to handle routine matters pertaining to Russian ships 
arriving on the Pacific coast, inasmuch as LEBEDEFF continues to perform - 
the same functions as rendered when employéd by the SGPC. He spends long 
hours arranging for supplies, berths, repairs, etc., for the ships and is | 
in frequent contact with A. P. GRACHEV.in San Francisco, as well as the | 
Soviet Vice Consulate in Los Angeles.. GRACHEV has made a number of visits 

to Long Beach since his-transfer to San, Francisco and always uses LEBEDEFFts 


office when in this area, 


advised that LEBEDEFF is working twelve to sixteen 
hours a day in connection with the handling of the Russian ships entering 
this area and that he is in frequent contact with A. P. GRACHEV, who is the 
only Russian remaining on the Pacific coast to handle Russian vessels. In- 
formant stated that GRACHEV is trying to do the work of at least three or 
four men and that although he works almost Gay and night it is necessary 
for him to rely heavily on LEBEDEFF in this work. When GRACHEV is in the | 
Los fngeles area LEBEDEFF meets him‘ at the airport, arranges for. hotel reser- 
vations and drives GRACHEV wherever he wishes to go, in LERBEDEFF!s privately 
owned car. va / 


; reported that on March 25, 197 LEBEDEFF was talking | 
S to Dr. GOLDBERG, who has an office on the third floor of tne Hartwell Build- 
ing, Long Beach, California. “At this time LEBEDEFF stated, "Do you know 
what is happening: for Russia’ now? All of these speeches by Bevins and Marshall 
warn all Russians what to watch. AL Russians will read these speeches and 
in his mind he will be ready for anything because he will see that all this 
will be lost in a war with foreigners and they are trying to shock us to 
death. They are morally’ prepared for anything because it creates the right 
ideas, because we are not aggressors but we must work, work and work to be 
prepared in case of this aggression that is prepared by this bunch here in 
the United States and England. Not a long time ago you could read in the 
American papers that’ Russians are not good, they are bad. Russian censor~ 7 
ship never pérmitted:them to get to the Russian people." On the-same date 
_LEBEDUFF told Dr. GOLDBERG, "All this talk in the papers about Cormunism is 
exactly the way Hitler talked when he wanted to take over Poland." 


OMELA Ets 


i 
reported that on January 29, 1917 rasleazet zo, head 
of the Long Beach Opfice of the Soviet Government Purchasing Commission, 
asked A. P. GRACHEY what about LEBEDEFF. GRACHEV stated, "Well, we can only 
recommend, and that is 211." 


it 


\ 
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} 


“4LLEBEDEFF. He has no children. LEON-was 
“End has very little to do with CONSTANTINE because of CONSTANTINE's pro- | 


a —— 


LeAs 100~2383); / 
tensa O AD WET 


_lreported that on February 28, 1947 LEBEDEFF 


explained that the function of the San Francisco Shipping Supply Company 
is to order supplies for Russian ships. Payment is to be made by the ship's 


_ captain when the goods are delivered, invoices are to be sent to LEBEDEFF 
who forwards them to AMTORG in New York City. . 


Source of Information T-1 furnished the following information con | 


cerning CONSTANTINE V. LEBEDEFF'S relatives:. _ : | 


. LEON -V<7LEBEDEFF, a full brother of CONSTANTINE, wsides at 1925 
North Bronson Avenue, Los Angeles, California. His occupation is salesman 
for the Weill Company. His wife is DIA ZALEBEDEFF and ex-wife is NATASHA - 
escribed as being very pro-American, 


. 


pita aitie 


OLGA LEBEDEFFAPOLONSKY, a full sister of CONSTANTINE's, resides 
at 5818 willoughby Averue, Los Angeles, with her husband, GOURY9S8UCHICH, 
who is better known as Cot IREDLONSKY. OLGA has two small: children. Both 
OLGA and her husband are described as being very pro=Russian. GOURY . 
POLONSAY is the subject of a separate case ,in the bos Angeles Office. 

MEM AGA LROCELE LL bead apse ° 
- -ZOYA LEBEDEFRS LEY yy 2 full sister of CONSTANTINE LEBEDEFF, 
resides with her husband,.JAMESAWILLEY, on Clovererdale Avenue. They have 
no children. She is a hat designer and has an office in Los Angeles. ZOYA 


‘ = i . sect Pe eg y : : aw , 
appears to be pro-American MRS TABBED VILLE Of 


yea sr sn A 
Ve ByAVOMPRONN, a half-brother, resides at 5812 Willoughby Avenue, 


Los Angeles. € is’ employed at the Douglas Aircraft Company, Santa Monica, 


California, and is believed to be pro~American. 
ovieron ZONN, mother of CONSTANTINE LEBEDEFF, and 
her son, EDWARD) SORT: j -~brother of CONSTANTINE, réside at 10)7 
North Oxford Avenue, Los-Angeles. Mrs. \VON ZONN is very pro-American and 
is deeply distressed because of CONSTANTINE's pro~Russian activities. 
EDRARDXZONT is believed to be pro-American. 


Beste 8 ORS LLUP MEE BED EF 


EUGENIA EDW: 


% 
° Pee 

RUSTISOAVABEBEDEFF, a full brother of CONSTANTINE, is believed to 
be in the Soviet Union.” He was last heard from in the early ‘thirties, at 
which time he was in Russia. 


Informant stated that Mrs. CONSTANTINE LEBEDEFF is the common-Law 
wife of CONSTANTINE. Her real name is“ALEXANDRA SHERMETT. She has worked 
at the studios, dancing as an extra, and had a ballet school in Pasadena 


in about 1939 or 1940. She has a daughter named TAMARA, who was married 
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to a man named CAMPBELL. She is either divorced or separated from him. 
TAMARA has.a daughter about two years old. Informant was unable to state 
whether Mrs. LEREDEFF is a citizen of this country, or when she arried in 
the United States. He stated, however, that she speaks English very poorly 
which indicates to-him that she has not been in the United States all of 
her life. 


Concerning CONSTANTINE's previous employment informant stated that 


_ LEBEDEFF’ worked for Warner Brothers in about 190 as a. cartoonist, and for 


jalt Disney prior to 190, also as a cartoonist. About 1937 he worked for 
"The Whip" (or "Beech in Russian") as a cartoonist. This was a magazine 
published in Los Angeles for a few years by a man named VOLSHIN, who at 
that time was very anti-Soviet. CONSTANTINE drew cartoons which were very 
unflattering to the Soviet Union. One in particular showed Stalin with 


\ ( bhooity hands killing Russian people..'After CONSTANTINE started working for 


/ 


the Russians in about 193 he became greatly concerned as to whether or not 
any of these publications were in circulation. VOLSHIN, whose first name 


is unknown, has also had a change of political views and now very pro-Soviet. | 


"The Whip" ceased publication about ten years ago. 


SA WILLIAM L. BYRNE, JR. checked the personnel records of Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer, Culver City, California, ‘through Source T-2, on May 9, 1917. 
It was found that LEBEDEFF was employed for ten days in March 1937 as a 
dancer, Social Security Number 569-18-9050, under the name COSTIA VALDEMAR 
LEBEDEFF. He resided at 67\s La. Mirada, Hollywood, California, and listed 
his occupation as artist. 


Source T-3 advised that,CONSTANTINE LEBEDEFF and wife occupy ‘the. 
cottage formerly occupied by Tate EBBLLO at 320-A Ximino, Long Beach, Cali- 
fornia ° , 


- PENDING - 
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L.A. 100-2383 
_ UNDEVELOFED LEADS 
THE LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION 
At Long Beach and Los Angeles: 


Will continue to maintain contact with informants and report ac- , 
tivities of subjects. 


At Los Angeles; 
Will attempt to obtain copies of the publication "The Whip't, which 


was published by VALSHTN in about 1937 and obtain copies of drawings of 
LEREDEFF. 
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IDENTITIES OF INFORMANTS 


SOURCE T-1: ac B. VON ZONN, 5812 Willoughby Avenue, E.0s- Angeles, California. 


SOURCE T-2? WHITEY HENDRY, Chief of Police, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, Culver 
City, California. 


" SOURCE T-3: Mrs. teore Wan, Manager, Hartwell Building, Long Beach, 
California. 


J 
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My registered with the! attorney Geheral as an Agent of a for 
“ty, has’ been notified to the Secretary of State as an Agent « of a coreien goverm= 
. *% , mente . “ 
S | | | 
5 ~ REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE oF ORIGIN = 


‘S ) {boneicontian, National Defense Informant dé | 
known to. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION” 


Form No. 1 : . 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT TOS ANGEDES\ CALTFORNIA ' FILE NO. 100=18782 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN (MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
~ WHICH MADE 
WASHINGTON, D. Co B=20—W | b= 20=47 LOUIS LOEBL 
TITLE : “ CHARACTER OF CASE | 
CONSTANTIN VLADIMIROVICH LEBEDEFF, wa, et al . INTERNAL SECURITY ~ R 7 
+ | 
& { 
hoe sy NoPsis OF FACTS: 
\ aad Neither the subject or MORRIS BAGH of the ‘San Francisco 
ev \ ? Shipping» Supply Company are registered with the Attorney 
os oa “General or the Department of State as agents of a foreign | 
tee ~ "Principal or of a foreign governments 
RE NO ag | ~  [FOIA(b)(7) - (D 
NS NE ae - RUC - : | (b)(7) (0) 
Ww REFERENCE: Letter from the Los Angeles Field Division dated June 9, 1947 
~ — . 2 : 


DETAILS s AT WASHINGTON, De Ce 


Bureau, advised Agent that neither CONSTANTIN VLADIMIROVICH 
LEBEDEFF: “ox MORR CH or T FRANCISCO SHIPPING SUPPLY_C 


ws acuyevlce 2S 
\S] copes DESTROYED ! 
| RUBBAUG 16 1982: Man 
% 7% . - Za) ey 
NO ‘Gy SEE REVERSE SOE pes a 
a ops sto an th. 
“ronwanseD, FO” 4} ee we TPES POF Gan 1 @ | 
“Eton, 7h 
S=Bureau ES Ree | 
3—Los Angeles ; 
2Yashington Field, 
NS . 


FPI—LK—7+1 1-47-9900 M—928 . a 
. . ws 


| a de/ _ 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION "2X 


Form No, 1 


¥ THIS CASE ORIGINATEDAT TQS ANGELES an : PILE NO. -100=2383], 


REPORT MADE BY 


et REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE ‘PERIOD FOR 
aac : 

_,| LOS ANGELES: 10/1/47 2837/7} RILEY’. MILLARD 
Zé . ome g CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
@Shormett. 


| Cor tire. a8 Letackagy _ 
ZY VAY a . aa L yi 7 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: > 
oe, Mr. and Mrs. CONSTANTINE LEBEDEFF, continue. to occupy ; 
a as yy >Room 315, Hartwell Building as. employees of MORRIS BACH 
iow Se “owner of the San Francisco Shipping Supply Co. LEBEDEFF 
EE 4 Ss | Continues to work long hours handling Russian stip 
a ‘nop, SOtivities in L. A. Harbors. He was sick for a week the 
\ “Oy ‘{ last of August with a nervous breakdown. A. P.KGRACHEV 


; and’ other AMTORG Representatives have been in Long Beach 


\ frequently during the last three months. These men work ~ an . 


AG. MS (oll; Lang ftom LEBEDEFF's ‘office. LEBEDEFF continues to maintain 
peed REC'D Erasy, frequent contact with the Soviet Vice Consulate in L.A. 
REPT PORW. uO 77 -c5 fttempts to locate copies of the publication "The}Whip" 
BY (<2) 7 fio ~“« unsuccessful to date. _ rs en 
iv ? 7 . . ’ , 
te - OGL zen A fo. -P- FOIA(b)(7) - (D) 
8 ee hedlyg”, 7 aa eee 
REFERENCE: y ."Report of Special Agent ‘RILEY Le MILLARD, Los Angeles,. 6/30/fu7 
Mow mvp ae : -_ 
DETAILS : advised that- subjects continue to occupy room 315. 


of the Hartwell Building, 19 Pine Avenue, Long Beach, Californie “Payment for 
rent is made by MORRISYBACH, Sen Francisco Shipping Supply Company, San 

| ey Francisco, California. Considerable activity appears to be going on from this 

® office since several Russian ‘speaking men have been noted in the office recently. 
“""GRACHEV has been in the office almost constantly during the past two months,» 

© GRACHEV appears to be -in very good humor, but has expressed a keen desire to 


a) return to Russiae. “hye wae 
ee (tavised that ,CONSTANTTNE LEBEDEFF continues to work twelve 
ete ae hay = . 


en tO Sixteen hours per dayvhandling\Ruséien ships entering this port. During 
ag GRACHEV's absence he issues orderst.and tistpuctionsyon behalf of GRACHEV concerh=" 
- tin Men NY ena ele enna 
| APPROVE AND. Ep: ar f WAS : a i J \ Waa OY SIDE NOT WRITE in ree nc a ae 
SD y wate EP 0 PPS 2 DEO Rhona .. 
| Ye BL” BkOOR Dis 
ah ‘ pe RED 
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2 Los Angeles: 


oni ¥ 
i947 <4 


U. 8. GOVRENMENT PRINTING OFFICE 
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ing movement of vessels, loading, eto. He is very close mouthed but occasionally 
extoles the virtues of the Russian way of life. During the last of August, 
LEBEDEFF was sick fora week and stated that he had a nervous break down. 


svéonr ET: reported that LEBEDEFF is in frequent touch with various 
Guo embers of the Soviet Vice Consulate expecially when Russian ships are in porte. 
On July 5, 19:7, LEBEDEFF advised TUMANTZEV that GRACHEV had ordered the USSR 
CRKRASNAIA ARMIA to leave port as soon as possible and that the ship will leave 
€omorrow.s. (it will be noted that the KRASNAIA\ARMIA arrived June 1, 1917, 
and departed without cargo July 7, 19L7. This appears to have been caused by 
the freezing of oil exports to Russie.) On July 13, 19,7, LEBEDEFF told 
GRACHEV that a Mr. COTTON wanted to see GRACHEV regarding letters of credit on 
gasoline cargos On July 18, TUMANTZEV of the RC asked GRACHEV why MOORE McCORMACK 
-gtopped sending notices on arrivals and departures of Russian shipse GRACHEV 
stated that orders came from New York. TUMANTZEV stated that is stupid since 
he does not want to have to rely on LEBEDEFF. On August 16, LEBEDEFF advised . 
. TUMANTZEV thet all passengers were aboard. (He probably referred to ALEXANDER 
SERLUCHNIKOV, wife end son who sailed on the S, S. KOMILES). On September 9, 
LEBEDEFF advised BABANOV of the RC that the Chief Mate's papers on the KORAL gre 
not in orders BABANOV stated that he would handle. On September 6, 1917, 
LEBEDEFF told BABANOV that two Russian sailors: are in the San Pedro Hospital and 
that they would like some Russian literature to pass the time away. 


T-] advised that he has been unsuccessful in attempting to locate a 
copy of the publication "The Whip". He is continuing his search and will advise 
if copies are located. ee 


T-2 and-T-3 advised that they have been wmable to locate copies. of 
"The Whip". 


Tel, advised that several representatives: of AMTORG have been in Long 
Beach recently to assist with the Russian ships and that they make use of 
LEBEDEFF's office while ‘heres — 


- PENDING « 


oe 


ae ; ‘ aw D = 
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LA 100-2383), 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS: _— a 


LOS ANGELES OFFICE 
LN REACT 


{ . . : . 
_ At Long Beach and Los Angeles: Will continue to maintain contact 
with informants and report activities of the subjects. a 


Will continue to attempt to locate copies of "The Whip" which was- 


published by VALSHIN in about 1937 and obtain copies of the drawings of LEBEDEFF. 


\ : oo 3 ay 
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ee 


LA 100-2383), | . 


~ Source T=] = Ve Bes onfZonn 
5812 Willoughby Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 
To2 DAVEXGERSHON > 
. Reporter for Examiner 
Sen Pedro, California 


_ TZ = Mir XBARNES 
Advertising Menager, 
Press=Telegram 
Long Beach, California: 


Tel = EARIPCAULTER 
Moore McCormack, 
San Pedro,. California 


nA oo | 
NALA oe Zt Ut: q 77) -/ /3 
lo rx 0 _ LS che orney General T. Vincent quinn . 

sd : Criminal Division ‘ —- . November 24, 1947 


Director, FBI 


CONSTANTINE VLADIMIROVICH LEBEDEFF; MORRIS BACH 
REGISTRATION ACT 


There is attached a copy of a letter dated November 7, 1947, 
from. our Los Angeles Office concerning the activity of the above-named | 
individuab. . 


You are requested to advise whether Lebedeff or Bach have \ 
committed violations of the Registration Act and, if so, whether any 
additional specific investigation is desired, 


F COMMURIEATIONS SECTION | 
caf MAILED 4] 
tes Bae Ide ,NOV 24 1947 P.M| 


irl Hendon—————# FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
ur: Quinn Pant a "ys. DEPARTHENT OF 1USTICE : 
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we 


gh stianne FORM No. 64 (- _ i 
: . 7 ry 


“Offer Memorandum » UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Director, FBI , oe . DATE: Wovember 7, 1947 
- elfeoe a EAC, Los Angeles: 


P sonpecr. CONSTANTINE VLADIMIROVICH LEBEDEFF 
: REGISTRATION ACT - ~ 


i - CONSTANTINE. VLADIMIROVICH LEBEDEFF was born on December 31, 1904, 

- dn Poltow, Russia. He arrived in the United States at San Francisco on 
July 1, 1923, and was naturalized on September 3, 1929. He worked around 
the Hollywood. studios during the 1930's and was employed by the Soviet 
Government ‘Purchasing Commission, Long Beach, California, from 1944 to- 
January 1947. 


LEBEDEFI's duties while employed by the soviet Government Pur- 
chasing Commission included the ordering of supplies and repairs for the 
Russian ships,.assisting the ships' captains in the handling of ships' 
papers with Customs and Immigration and Naturalization Service, and other 


NY routine matters pertaining to the business of the Soviet. Government Pur- 2 
chasing Commission. - OO & 
When the SGPC office ¢ closed at Long. Beach - in January, 1947, | 


ETE mba 


LEBEDEFP F opened”: an + OrPice at | Room 15, Hear twell™ “Building, 19 Pine Afenue, 
Long Béach, as. ‘an employee of “the” Sa Fraridisco™ Ship--Supply Company.” This 
company is “owned by. MC fORRTSVBACH, “wil th main “office im"San Francisco. BACH 
is also of Rus sian origin and former ly “worked” for “Hloore-iMeCormack Steamship 
Company." “For several years he has operated the San Francisco Ship Supply 
Company and has handled a, a great deal of business for the Amtorg | Corporation 
and. whe’ SGPC, and is believed to" Huvée*tiade“larze sums” of money. When the. - 
; GPG: closed in Long Beach, only one. Russian representative was left on the ; 
Pacific Coast, ALEXANDER PSXGRACHEV, who was formerly with SGPC but is now A 


RO 

working through Amtorg Corporation of New York City. = 
_ Since January ‘1947, LEBEDEFF has acted in his old capacity in the ; ~ 
handling of dozens of Russian ships entering this port. He has stated that | 
he is a representative of Amtorg Corporation, has arranged for the handling RS 


of invoices of the Amtorg Corporation, negotiated prices in purchasing sup- er 
“plies, and otherwise acted: as an agent of Antorg. a oo ‘ ' 


‘ 


It, is. believed ‘that LEBEDEFE is actually paid _by the San Francisco 
Ship. Supply C Company or, MORRIS BACH It will be noted that BACH performs the 
same functions for Amtorg in San ‘Francisco as LEBEDEIF ‘does in’ long, Beach. a 
‘In addition, however, BACH has. entered into negotiations on ‘behalf of cRACHEY 


for the purchase of oil for Amtorg which has cost hundreds of thousands of . 
dollars. ; 
a) rs . cose 


ah co SS VG ae FEY 77 -/3 
oe s 


ose 


nn - ie 
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LA 100-23854 


The ‘Washington Field Office has advised that neither LEBEDEFF. 
nor BACH is registered with the Attorney General or the State Department. 

- The Bureau is requested to advise both Los Angeles and San Fran- 
cisco whether the facts: are ere Act violation - 
on the part of either BACH or LEBEDEFF and whether investigation to prove 
‘the violation should be pursueds 


x 


_ RLM KH I 7 | | . | 
1000-23834 ee 
cc San Francisco 


“eo 
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aie / ae 
a Reurlet ‘Novenber T> 1947, summarising the - activities of Lebedef? 

in and also s showing the connection with Morris Bach in regard to a possible 

' violation of the Registration dct. Por your inforastion, there is attached 
a copy of 3 nenorandan dated December Bley 1947, which was received from the 
Departaent. 


, You will note from the bapletomnt manorandum that no specific 
investigation is requested and, accordingly, no action is necessary at this 
time. Any, infouration, however; which comes to your attention should of 
course be tranenitted to the: ‘Bureau for referral to the Department. 


/* 


ce: San Francises, ve Pee 


ae a) RyCl 
ont 
CAT MS 
44 ‘ t “yy 
a er en! 


f COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


wr. Tolson 
Mr. E. 


a MAILED ‘4 | - AY 
ir — i vy “4QAan - . “4 
ir: po 4D rendiae-ouneau oF investigation ¢ * 


ERERARTIENT OF JUSTICE. - 


a Al ps d Be OF 
aay 


| | 


“ Z ve ° 4 , | 
nn ° . 
| Do | | —— 
; SAC, Los dageles . January 1» 1948 
— rector, FE, | 
| ay - GONSTANTINE VLADIGIROVICH LEBEDEFF; b 
[2p MORRIS BACH . ce ea 
bac: 4 Fora AGENTS REDISTRATICH Act | oa ce 


| 
| 
| 
7 
| 


PTL? oo | Ne 


ec: fs ~ N 
“STANDARD EORM NO. 64 : ( eX ‘ \ 


ae Vn 


Office Memorandum e UNITED STATES Gov RNMEI 


: Me, Glavin oo j 

: J. Edgar Hoover, Director DATE: veces es ASU § 7 
Federal Bureau of Investigation PEs. Nichols 
ihm : T. Vincent Quinn, Assisperitzs orney General TVQ: WE F: NBER ue--...- 
Criminal Division |”, > ; Pies. Peaey 
h shosecr: Constantine VddimiroyictLeyegért; 109-902 cuales 
i Morri ch oe a coceeaace | 
Foréigt Agents Registration Act ; gO Bardo nn... =] 


i g Me. Pennington .. 
‘ 


Reference is made to your memorandum of November 244 
requesting to be advised whether, in view of their activities 
above subjects have violated the Foreign Agents Registratida tech 
through feilure to ‘register and whether further investigation i is 
desired. poy 


These cases are very similar to and to a certain extent 
connected with that of Amtorg Trading Corporation which is still in 
an investigative stage. Until a determination can be made as to the 
disposition of the Antorg.matter, Cy VAZe 5 whether prosecution is_ 
warranted on. tne paste of representetion of a foreign government 
‘in commercial matters alone, which is chat—up— to-wit ~provable 3 
| itis felt that no: determination should be made in the instant ¢asés. 


No specific investigation of the above subgects is requested, 
but this Division will appreciate receiving any information which Zp 
may come to the Bureau's attention concerning them, whether or nob y 

| related to their activities Sow ection "Ve the ay EYP Ty 


Corporation. . ypc ane! a8 as ? T- ~/ Y 


aa gl 
OPP | 31 “eae 20 


ad 
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| Clemens : Ti . - Se - os . 7 ; . 7 | 
- Office Memorandum °° UNITED STATE ES GOVERNMENT _ 


TO. : Director, FBI a DATE: January 31 | 
_ Soe 8 19h 
wy: FROM: | SAC Los Angeles 
/ SUBJECT: _ ‘CONSTANTINE vannmmarton Qesspare - 
oe INTERNAL SECURITY (R) — . 4&286'7 


ATTENTION: FBI LApoRanoEY 


: Enclosed. ar wp; ‘two separate specimens of the handmrsting of 
Key Figure CONSTANTI ; 


EDEFF 6 7 fo oO 
: : her — f 
Additional specimens will be. forwarded to the Bureau as if © ef) 


- obtained. ‘cz OG 
1 - ; 7a 
| |. ENCLOSURES 2 REGISTERED. MAIL, st] ee © bab ~ 
RLM: MEH ae ss 7 : Ce oe df,  & 
100-2383, _ Oh | pb | 
Se 
Qe 
%, Va > +r a 
26) Ape | _ VEE TIF EY GP 
RO OR, PE Oe BO OR ae a’ a | 
sme. = q FEB a | 
STAINED 10) Lag oe All 7 1948 Oe 
ef B= af _ | a OO 


- ENCL. ATTACHED 


ae 
& 
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CL CbDIPEP9/ 


atl 


g0efqns jo suewzoeds re 
Supqtampusy eqesedes Z *AYOLVUOEVT Idd OL AANSOTONS 


~~ " ‘Hég¢z-o0l HII SFIEONY. SOT 
(4) ALINNOTS IVNETINI 
GSACHATI HOLAOMIWIAVIA GNIINVESNOD '°8 
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ow 


‘Office Memorandum . ‘UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


: ‘STANDARD FORM No, 64 


f 7 

| TO: - Director, FBI x PATE: Jamimey . 

: geignos poe! SAC Los Angeles hy ‘ | mw 

| _ SUBJECT: _» .CONSTANTINE ‘VLADIMIROVICH “LEBEDEFF re 
> INTERNAL SECURITY A(R) | Se A2868 


“In accordance with Bureau instruotions 9 @ photograph of 
Key Figure CONS IANEEIR. TRPEDERE is enclosede 


Spe 
; 1 Af | 
' This photogrdph was made the latter part of 1912 or the [orc pe jit, va 
; early part of 194372 nd is a very good: “Likeness of _ Subject. exce A eo 
_ that he no longer wears a& 1 mustache o 2-7 f | Py 

. _f# 

: Enolosure Lo & 

| REMMER oe ge 


| a | 7 : 7 _ "Osh 


SE's “ RT 
~ 3 iB 6 6 168 


~— woot ee : LZ 


i 
| ! 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| | | 
| Re: CONSTANTINE VLADIMIROVICH LEBEDEFF | 
INTERNAL SECURITY (R) _ 
. LOS ANGELES FILE 100-2383) 
ENCLOSURE TO BUREAU: 1 PHOTO OF SUBJ, | 
! 7 | 
| , ; 7 
| , . ! 
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tc 


Lane 


ENCLOSURE 
LOOPS EYIA A be 
NMR. + Mes, K. KEREDEFF 


Mes. LEBEn EFF 
FroRMERLY 


%) Miss eexanoRa SHERMET 


Frerure Taken Approx. 
hare “‘R ot 
E ORLY 43 


| 
Legeocrr Ne Longen WEARS | 
MusTaeHtG | 
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Pe ERS aera = —= a ay a mY 


' ; . Ff “DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION = —— — CC-150 A 
. _ UX’ §D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ° La _— 


To: COMMUNICATIONS szorton, | | 
Transmit the following message. to: | 7 _ April 2, 1948 cone: 

| - “Sas, Los TRORLES. cs esesseseen ee stROENT 
PROGRESSIVE CITIZENS OF AMERECA PEURTEL MARCH THIRTY-OJE, LAST, ENTITLED 


" CONSTANTIN LEBEDEFP, IS-R°., DUE 70 RE 


re 


GULY POLITICAL, NATURE PCA, " AUTHORITY 


Nor GIVEN BICROPHORE sun gANC ROCHE THREE OUR FIVE, HEARTWELL porn, ~\ 
of 
LONG BEACH, HBICH WILL BE parE Br BY PCA, LOHG BEACH CRAPTER. Ww 
My 


| a . HOOVER . : °y 


pa 5 16497- 


po 


RECORDED 


oi | 
Pt 
Q 
Li 
= 
~N Li: 
wr 
. pb. 
. co. 
. . Co 
, Oy 
yoy: bi 
~h 7 ra 
- cc 
Ss) 
= 
tc. 
Mr. Tolson - 
Mr. EWA 
Mr. Clegg. 
Mr. Glavin 
| Mr. Ladd 
Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Rosen : 
ur, Tracy 
Mr. Egan : . 
Mr. Gurnea. 7 
Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Mohr. 
Mr. Pennington 
_ Mr. Quinn Tamm 
Tele. Room : \ 
Mr. Nease oe 
Miss Gdhdy 


50 APRIS ION 


~ NW: 15G6F51D eld: 


NW: 15673 Docld: 70 


a 7 FROM LOS ANGELES 41 6-48 P 
DIRECTOR ent . 


: 3 
‘ eae C ( _ 
) , - . ‘ ~ . — au - Mr. Tolson . 
. : Mr. E. A. Tamm_ 
‘i " , Lo. , . oo ‘ Mr. Clegg 
4 ra “he Mr. Glavin 
W| | 7 Me tats 


eu aS Mr. Nichols 
F.B.I T LETYPE. J wes tracy 
ale \ Mr. Tracy, 


Mr. Carson 
Mr. Egan 
Mr. Gurnea 
Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Hendon_ 


DECODED COPY [oOmo-0) 


x CONR, INR | 
consTanti Ne EBEDEFF, ,IS R. EL JANHARY 31, 1947, AUTHORIZING 
MICROPHONE SURVEILLANCE ON 7 SUBJECT MOVING FROM 

ROOM 315 HEARTWELL BUILDING, LONG BEACH, WHICH WILL BE OCCUPIED BY 
CA LONG SEACH CHAPTER.| REQUEST AUTHO 
MTCROPHONE AS ‘NEW PLANTS. | 
OF PCA, LONG BEACH’ IS LOCATED SAME BUILDING. % 
“ASSURED. SUTELe . ~~ ~~ 


AOHIBLEY, CHAIRMAN 
ULL SECURTTY ~~ 


* . Hoop | 
RECEIVED 5-31-48 “10-00 PM EST, | MOC 
* * a a _ 
e. We 
rr a 
Ae § 82 
pally a 
— y 7 
RECORDED g 
i - BYUSID 
oan f ig MMI -I 
He ae 
od a, 


OY 


yet a ‘ 
© 2 APR UB IONS once contained in the above message is to be disseminated 


outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased. in 
order HOGdosOS the Bureau's coding. systems. 
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Mr. Pennington__ 


ST GE TT re PE QR ae aS AE 


Deral Bureau of Investigation f 


United States Aepartment of Justice 


Los Angeles 13, California 
April’ 7, 198 


a | 
Director, FBI , “ FOIA(b)(7) - (D) 
Attention: Security Division . 
RE: CONSTANTIN LEBEDEFF; a : MA 
. INTERNAL SECURITY - R ‘ : 
Dear Sir: a ! JheG 


Reference is made to Los Angeles teletype, dated 
April 16, 197, reflecting that microphone spot surveillance, 
would be utilized in connection with .the above-named Subject's 
activities. aa s 


~ 
“ f 
ao 

6 


In accordance with “your teletype dated April e, 1918, 


this microphone surveillance has been permanently discontinued fae 
and was removed April Qs. 1218. Symbol~mumbér used was — 
ua ‘Very truly yours, | ay 
. a 8 
LG. thosk “ 
gee 
R. B. HOOD 


a Special Agent in Char ge 
ICS: CFI 


ATR MAIL 


go w/e ib - phil 


Bn ai apr Q 1948 


7 i | | = — 
& > 4 o 
Ol CO | 
a _jval Bureau of Investing, =| aaa 
Hniten States Department of Justice 
os Angeles 13, California 
IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO April 19,1948 
FILE NO. 
Director, FBI @ 
CONSTANTINE TINE VEADIMTROVICH 1 LEBEDEF Tr 
" RE: SSeURMS MAREE | ™ 
oo | INTERNAL SECURITY - R we 
Dear Sir: , . y) 
It is recommended that a Security Index card be prepared 
relative to the individual named below: \y 
¥ 
Name; CONSTANTINE. VLADTMEROVICH LEBEDEFF ty | 
Aliases: Costia Valdemar” Lebedeft b a 
| ny) aa 
| Poo 
Residence Address: aa 5 gaXd- . 
220 Ximeno St., Long Beach vt b Y 
L y . Business Address: Unemployed Ae _ _ 
| a / 
he \ 
My e _.-. Native Born __. Alien _x%___ Naturalized 
Jw a 
wy Xx Communist _ German ______ Miscellaneous 
x _.__. Fascist (Italian) a Japanese . oe 
% . Date of Birth 12-31-01 , / 
$& Place of Birth Poltow, Russia ; 7 
4m Entered U. Ta1a23 at _San Francisco, California _ / 
Neteralized (date) 9-3-29 lad 
Naturalized 1 (place and Court) _,5, District Court, San Francisco - 
RECORDED 
Ver wa ours Vg 4 
yi CB scale “ee eles “iY 
4 . . ah APR he 1942 I 
& R. B. Hood tan 


a 


Waa - , Mr. Tolson . 
Mr. E. A. Tamm_ 
Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Glavin 
; ; \ Mr. Ladd 
PTT ‘ Mr. Nichols 
: ‘LE :YPE , : Mr. Rosen 
- ; : ‘Mr. Tracy, 
: Mr. Carson 
Mr. Egan 


Mr. Gurnea 


Mr. Hendon 
_ ; Mr. Pennington__ 
Oe a : Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 


FOIA(b)(3) - 50 USC 3024(i)(1) - Intelligence Sources and Methods FOIA(b)(7) - (D) we arb = 


— DECODED copy .° — Mr. Nease 
not ~ 
a 
WASH. 14 LOSA 1 FROM SANF RANGISCO 26 8-25 PMPDST 
Aircoror AND SAC Rour iy ay 
a Col Df 


CONSTANTINE vOLgaeverr, Is “Re : ADRISED THAT SUBJECT 


: SUBJECT WAS OBSER~ 
VED VISITING AT SOVIET CONSULATE FOR APPROXIMATELY ONE HOUR. UPON LEAV- 
ING HE TOOK VERY CIRCUITOUS ROUTE, MAKING A TURN AT EACH BLOCK FOR. 
SEVERAL BLOCKS. UPON REACHING: HIGHWAY ONE HUNDRED ONE, HE STARTED OUT 
DIRECTLY IN DLERECTION OF LOS ANGELES WITHOUT FURTHER STOPPING. SUBJECT 
DRIVING FORTYTWO RED CHEVROLET AERO SEDAN LICENSE 4V9007.-| 


| : ; 4 
KIMBALL 


LOSA ADVISED 
RECEIVED - 4-26-48 11-14. PM EST TOM 


RECORDED d - 
( & [100-4 4B): a | | 


INDEXED 
a 21 TAPR 27 7 1948 | ; 
28 feta] 
Po [04° OPE ih 


If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 


Nw.S8t Niven AWB oe 10" 8 (ooding systems, 


\ 


. Nichols * 
"Mr. Rosen_ 
Mr. Tracy. 
‘Mr. Carson 
Mr. Egan 
Mr. Gurnea_ 
FOIA(b)(7) - (D) , Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Hendon_ 
Mr. Pennington__ 
Mr. Quinn Tamm 


| DECODED COPY’ | Mr. Nease 
7 oo ; _ ‘i Miss Gandy 
- REN 3 FROM LOS ANGELES 10- 5:97 PM | Ly 
<~ DIRECTOR URGENT © ss i y: 
_ Gf TO" 38977 : | YS ] . / i 


: N 
‘CONSTANTINE VLADIMIROVICH LEBEDEFE, WA, ISR» E EARCASALTER, MOORE ~ 
MC CORMACK SS LINE ADVISED TODAY SUBJECT :VERY. SISAPEOTNTED AND 
PUT OUT ABOUT RUSSIANS AS. THEY’ DID NOT HELP HIM: GET, EMPLOYMENT 


WHEN. THEY... CERT. VE TER» OR; RECOMMENDATION. 


BND DLO NOT. EVEN GIVE” AHIMA, LETTE NE 
SUBJECT CLAIMSZGRACHEV BERORE LEAVING UsS. DID NOTCANSWER HIS" 
LETTERS AND THAT HE HAD WRITTEN NeYe, APPARENTL¥SAMTORG, AND, 
_ RECEIVED NO ENCOURAGEMENT. SUBJECT. IS. VERY¥GHARD..PRESSED ELNANCLALLY — 
AND FEELS. HE..GOT..RAW..DEALs. HIS ONLY PROSPECT OF EMPLOYMENT IS TO 
TEMPORARILY ACT AS INTERPRETER FOR. LONG BEACH MARINE SHIP REPAIRS | 
{wate CHUKOTKA AND RUSSIAN SCHOONER IN LA HARBOR. CHUKOTKA SCHEDULED 
TO ARRIVE MAY FOURTEEN AND DEPART MAY EIGHTEEN, WITH CONSULATE. 
JIPERSONNEL FROM S.F. ’ SUBJECT,RECENTLY, VISITE YAFINASIEV IN SeFe 
-AND AFINASIEV HAS REQUESTE ASAZANOV, NeY., TO GIVE SUBJECT LETTER | 
STATING MORRIS BACH?S S.F.e SHIPPING SUPPLY CO. IS NOT EXCLUSIVE | 
AGENT ON WEST COAST. SUBJECT APPARENTLY HOPES TO DO SOME OFTHIS Nee | 
BUSINESS, WHICH. WILL PROBABLY BE MEAGER«/ \SUBJECT IS SOMEWHAT “SE Ne | 
. | 
{ 
i 
{ 
| 


EMOTIONALLY UPSET. AT PRESENT AND ! HAS ADVISED IN PAST 
SOVIET PERSONNEL, LA, DID NOT FULLY’ TRUST SUBJECT. RECENTLY 

5 LEARNED SUBJECTS TELEPHONE INDEX HAS. NAME OF. JEUGUEN I LAF INOGENOVA} 
| HIGHLY SUSPICIOUS SUBJECT OF CURRENT INVESTIGATION IN ‘A, WHO 1S TO 
/ENDEPART U.S. ON CHUKOTKA WITH SOVIET PERS ONNEL FROM SeFe AFINASIEV 


a 


PRE Duel Qn, > 


ASE DESTRABRi TY OF INTER- 


has STATED _AF INOGENOVA HAS 0°, GO ON. vee KOTKA. BUREAU... pREQUES-TED.. mi 


COPIES. DESEROYHD 


¢ 


3; 82 Fe ADVISED. 


—7Oy- 3S 31TO gS oth Weis meg, 
. RECEIVED: > a, BN: “$2 MuY 15 1948 ey UD 


Mr. Tolson 
Mr. E. A. Tamm_ : 
Mr. Clegg. 
Mr. Glavin 
Mr. Ladd 
, Mr. Nichols 
ey - ; Mr. Rosen. 
als TELETYPE Mr. Tracy 
. Mr. Carson 
Mr. Egan 
Mr. Gurnea 
Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Hendon 
é . : ; Mr. Pennington_-. 
Mr. Quinn Tamm_- 


“DECODED COPY Mr. Nease_ 
. . - Miss Gandy 
FOIA(b)(7) - (D) 


| 


| 


H 


a 
a) 


WASHINGTON’ 9 FROM-LOS “ANGELES = 10 5217 PM 
DERECTOR —-UR ENT vod 
“ODRE . G —— anim ha, 


CONSTANTANE NLADEMTROVICH - LEBEDEFF, WA,. “WsRo EARL . SALTER, MOORE + 
NC GORMACK SS LINE ADVISED. TODAY SUBJECT VERY DISAPPOINTED. 
“PUT ‘OUT ABOUT RUSSTANS AS “THEY DID-NOT HELP HIM GE MPLOYMENT 
MHEN: THEY: LEFT AND DIED NOT EVEN GIVE HOM A LETTER OR RECOMMENDAT 1 ONe 
“4 OLA. GRACHEV: BERORE LEAVING UsSs O90 NOT-ANSWER HI 

SHAD WRITTEN NeYeg ‘APPARENTLY. AMTORG, AND 

. SUBJECT 4§. VERY “HARD ‘PRESSED 'F: TANGA ALY. 

HIS “ONLY PROSPECT/ OF EMPLOYMENT IS: TO 


3 FANOV.,: Ne, “TO GIVE SUBJECT | LETTER 
: ING SUPPLY CO 1S NOT EXCLUSIVE 
UpJecr. APPARENTLY HOPES TODO. SOME..OF. THIS 

OBABLY. BE -MEAGERs SUBJECT 1S. SOMEWHAT 

ig ND! HAS ADVISED IN PAST. 
LAs DED NOT FULLY TRUST SUBJECT. "RECENTLY 

| g TELEPHONE: FNDEX. HAS’ NAME OF EUGUENTA AF INOGENOVA, 
“HGH! IS. SUBUECT OF CURRENT INVESTIGATION IN LA, WHO.IS TO 
DEPART’ UsSe, ON’ -CHUKOTKA WITH, SOVIET PERSONNEL FROM Sefs AFINASIEV | 
“HAS “STATED “AFINOGENOVA HAS. TO “GO. ON CHUKOTKAs .BUREAU. REQUESTED TO 
(NOTE POSSIBILITY SUBJECT MAY "BE -IVANLEBEDEFF, REFERRED TOBY __ _ 
4 AS. SOVIET, SPY... AND! -ADVISESDESTRABLLITY OF INTER# | 
VIEWENG ‘SUBJECT.c.. | | 


| SeFe ADVISED, 
HOOD 


RECETVED:. Be1t094¢8.  gst6<PM MW 
If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be ‘disseminated 
|, outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in ky 


NW: 15673°Do der Cd TBDB OSs PASE SESS coding: systems. 


_-REDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION _ _ | CC-150. 


4 a TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI( 
a [. . _— 5 Sm mere ‘ ~ 


INDEXED _96 To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 


} MOY 23, 1948 itoaee COUR AS 5 ome 
PECORDED - 26ransmit the following message to: | 
Vets 


4 / _. » GAC, 268 ANGELES 
| 100-S4EAVAT = RR Oo "abr moar 
3 : . 


CONSTANT( SE VIAMETAOVTCH LEBUDF?, WA, IS DASH R. MEURTEL RAY Ted, las?. 
ig - 


oX Li VIeG OF TORITTPTOATTON OF LEBEDEPP 4S 4 SOVIBY Aga? ar IeFOmMUT | _ 1B) 
: HO INTHRVLRY SHOULD. BE CONDUCTED aT THIS qIMB. oo 4 icf 
a = Oo 


fA 


wane‘) Me | oe 


| COANE YORK VIA MATL on 
| CWaFO Via amESE CHR FOIA(b)(7) - (D) 


. Mr. Tolson 


Ss =— CTELETYPE 


fe —— MAY 13 1948. 
7, Nea: : 


Mas Ga oandy— ————_-——_—_ ‘ My) 
ira d FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
4 U.S DEPARTMENT OF Just 


iM URIGATIONS SECTION 
6 UNS tune 20 
“NW: [So7eEpoWm 14099505 Page <> ___ 21 eq 


2 ame 


z. 


an | C | | oy 7 

a rad : \ ’ 

ef, yf oP) Mr. Tolison 

¢ . . ; . Mr. E. A. Tamm_ 
Mr. Clegg: 


. Mr. Ciptin \ 
: ~& ta Ad _ Semssemcemeen 
yy | Cahcnols _ 
f Mr . Rosen , al 
F. B. I. TELETYPE A 
& Mr. ‘Carson 
Mr. Egan 


ion . Mr. Gurnea 


_Mr. Harbo 
FOIA(b){(7) - (D) -Mr. Hendon___ 


Mr. Pennington__ 


; " ‘ Mr: Quinn Tamm_ 


DECOD E D c OP Y Q Mr. Nease 


or} 
J a —— GU bn, Pisle 
i : ‘f AAO FEN © 
Co / v 
CONF WASH NGTON $10 - Los ANGELES S2 FROM SAN FRANCISCO 
“5:13 PM PDST — ‘GLG 
RECTOR AND SAC, LOS ANGELES URGENT 


CONSTANTINE-MLADLMIROVI CHCLEBEDEFF, WAS, INTERNAL SECURITY Re 
RE-LOS ANGELES TELETYPE TO™THE™ BUREAU MAY TEN LAST. SUGGEST 
INTERVIEW WITH LEBEDEFF NOT fREPEAT. NOT) BE CONDUCTED 


KIMBALL 


RECEIVED: 5-12-48 8:54 PM MW | Cf 


RECORDED - 26. 
DEXED - Le-S4 Cf @ 
ve Be ey 9 SANT) Re 


32 uty 1B igag 


a 8 


tf the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
oureiae the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 


NW: 15673 BOeTa: *POB5SSthS Pave BY ea’ ® coding systems. 


; Oo So ec - Mr. “add. a 
ne oy ; -: Mr. Denohue. 


7 Se May 2, 2 1948 


$ /00-- SLAG 285 = Ht mop ; all - 3 


ee.) Lo. MEMORANDUM. FOR JAB ATTORNEY ginMeRAL, 
Po | SRB co SPANTING VLADINIROVIGA LEBEDEFP, was,. 
pW  . . JSPeRAL SECURITY — RB 


connection with an investige tion. to determine ig 
constantinoll ebedeff 4a engaged in espionage or related activi thes, 
on behalf-of<the Soviet Govérrincht, althorization is requested 
t@ place «a Lechnical surveillance on his residence telephone, 
eae loeated at a0. = As Zeaine Street, ‘Leng Beach, California. 


Lebedeff wis ‘born Dacenber. 31, 1904 at Poltew, Russie. _ 
; fe iumigrated to’ the United States from Mant Ia, Philipsine Telands, - 
erriving at Sen Pranciseo, on July 1, 1923, He was natirslised 
on Septembar 3,. 1929. - Lebedeff wes employed by the Soviet. 
Government Purchosing Comaiasidn at Leng Beach, California, during 
Sumuary 1944. His services were terminated on October 155 OLS » 
bathe was re-eaployed during the seried from April 1946 te | 
January 1947. Hie duties incladed the erdering of supplies and . 
reguive for the Rage Lan shipe-and -agaisting the ahipte ‘eaptains 
in thé hendling ef papers with th the Customs and the tant gration : 
and Nataralization Services, oe 7 Js L$ 


‘ 


' 


. in January of 1947, the SGPC closed its offivs ‘at Long ¥ ° S 
; Bede, California, Au that time Lebede eff opened on office at _ 
" ‘Roem 315 Seurtwell Building in Long Beach as an enployes of th te 
main Prenedseo chipping Supply Company. Taie compeny ia ow ‘aa Ny 
‘Horria Bech sho haa for several years handled a great deal = business 
ror the Awtorg Trading Corpors tion ond the SGPC, Since January,. a! 
1947, Lebadeff has acted im his old enpaeity handling vatters 
var taining ‘toe the Fuedian veagele ehich arrived ab Long Beach. He . 
ha eteted thet he is a representative of fa Serg‘ond has acted a 
RE their: agent. It ls believed, however, thee actually be is paid 
by the San Francisce Sipping Gapely Coapany or Harte Baoks 
(Ibid, Ser. 43)20 
: oo A techni cal survelllence we 6 previously 
- ee telson Lebedeff te a sdereain his activittes, Sut. wad Siscon' 
Mrs Be As Te |) ne taPormation wag” ‘pws ined | Apdioating & the 
“ea ——— | eplonage aqtivities? 7 
Mr. Rosen Je smvb- , 


Mr, Mohr 

Mr. Pennington 

Mr. Quinn Tami__—- 

Tele. Room__ 4 
*. Mr. Nease_a# ik 

Miss Gandyx_ ii q 


ces 


. . 
“Tails new request. ia being eade Snacmuch as ‘inforas tion 
has recently teen furnighed by a confidential 4unfornant ‘that. 
- Lebedeff bas actunlly been engaged in espionage activities on 
“behalf of the Soviet Governaent. 


. Ly recanaend authorisation ar ‘this technical surveillance 
in order a folly develop and cover the acbivities of Lobedet t's 


: ~ . : a 


Rowpestfully, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


ny 
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sony oot _ — te 2 Wee eee 9 SR licks Ce 
/ COMM : | _ | | ~ 


» Tolson 

. BE. A. Tamm_ 
: Clegg ‘ 
Glavin, 
. Ladd . 4 


— . Nichols 
| ; f r. Rosen_ j 
| F.B.I. T LETYPE | Me. Tracy : 


Mr. Carson 
& V6 Mr. Egan 
i 


: 05 0 Mr. Gurnea . 
i | oy Mr. Harbo 
‘| de -Mr. Hendon i 


. ; “Ys ad OP Mr. Penningtgn__ 
A , Mr: QBinn, Tamm__ 
pec ODE D ¢ OP Y " Mr. Nease 


. ?) os Miss pisezel 
FOIA(b)(7)  (D) re cae 


\, 


WASH.-7 FROM LOS ANGELES 51 6a  6=23P 


DIRECTOR URGENT 


CONSTANT INEVLADIMIROVICH LEBEDEFF, IS DASH R. AUTHORIZATION 
REQUESTED FOR TECHNICAL COVERAGE SUBJECTS HOME ,. 220—A XEMINO 
ST.,; LONG BEACH, TELEPHONE LONG BEACH 87193 INASMUCH AS HE HAS 
BEEN IDENTIFIED AS SOVIET AGENT BY- INFORMANT Se Fe. 

LONG BEACH PLANT TO BE USED. APPROXIMATE COST TWENTY DOLLARS 


PER MONTH. NO ADDITIONAL MANPOWER. FULL SECURITY ASSURED 

HOOD ot Ba, 
cle WE pew 

RECEIVED - 52-15-18 “ 9m50 P.M. SWA- 


CORRECTED 10-55 PM. 


If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 


€ tect the Bureau's coding systems, 
widget a7 Ds 9595 Page 56 | 


Vey ; <7 ana ii = 


Done 7 - tae at ce . 4 -_ C) Be - @) _ ; Mr. Tolson _ : 

en ve os PO : oe 7 ‘ aw , _ Mr. E. A. Tamm__ 

, - a , Oo ee woe "Mr. Clegg : 
FO Se - SONS . oe Ms Coffey 
' mo a sO SN ’ Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Ladd 2D. ' 

\ 


ce BB 1. TELETYPE — 


Mr. Tracy... ow. - 

ee * ay ,# 
Mr. Carson aN 

: Mr Egan _* 

’ “Mr. Hend > 


on a 


Mr. ‘Pennington! » 


(. , j oo Mr. Quinn ‘Tamm? 

oo “DECODED Cony oe Qo Mr. Nease xX) 
ere . ‘ . _ : Miss Gandy_. , 
WASH 24 AND LOSA 5 FROM ‘SAN FRANCISCO. 419° 620 PM POST, 


DIRECTOR “AND. SAC. URGENT a oo 


“4 


. sytival 09 za FILED DN 


> SODAC, 1S"Ro! VICTOR’ AF ANASIEV > SOVIET- VICE CONSUL; AND: VASILI BORISOV, 
'. CHAUFFEUR, DEPARTED SIX AN TODAY IN BLACK BUICK SEDAN, CALIFORNIA LIi¢= /7- 
_? ENSE- ONE, a SEVEN. SIX ONE EIGHT, EN ROUTE TO Lode 
~- CBAS ADVISED THEY WILL STOP ‘AT HOTEL, WILTON: AND WILL CONTACT CONSTANTANE 
_  LEBEDEFF..’ TRIP. APPARENTLY. MADE.-EN CONNECTION WITH. VISIT oF SS. UNB) 


AND 
OTHER SOVIET SCHOONERS AT LONG BEACH, | | , 
e393" = MBA _ af uti a . 
: Los. BS WEES ig 57 ean sem gg |e Se at f a 
, (RECEIVED ~ = PM: pep Ay 


If the a2terd idence contalned4 in tHe above 45 MB 3249480 M ssoniyiavea a 
; outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased ‘in. 
order to- protect’ the ‘Bureau! Ss coding systems. 5 ESB 
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. * ; : . 
. we ANDAFAS FORM “No. 64 —_ Veeco, 


yee 


Ofc Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


pe T a DIRECTOR, FBI FOIA(b (7) - oO DATE: May 27, 1948 


~ 


Mo? sac, SAN FRANCISCO AIRMAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY. 


SUBIBCT: TANTPING VLADIUI™ viol Oa Eber? . Was 
RNAL SECURITY --R / me 


Aw _ mR . : 
of / : 4 \ ‘ 
‘| advis 
Le 


LEB'DETF is aerMeely rane STO: esp: 
OLGAATR TT OFF ds identified, vO 
te Was Tastalled as one of their agents at 


od on, lay 3, 1948, that one 
nage-parallel with which 


the tine Si aN Fo Wa was working in this area and subsequently worked for 
PUTERAGAVRIE vs for whom he is presently, working ite further stated that 
(OFF is working as an intermediary, between LEBSDSFF and GAVRILOV. 


iiss ASoxe 

. . > f 7 

Accordinz to the infor: ant, I L “BODSFF has a girl. working for him 
originally reported by him as! an American girl of Russian descent. 


445 


\ 
? 


The above information was furnished: to ‘the Bureau and interested 


4 offices by teletype entitled DLGA’ ARTIHOF Fy ESPEOUAGE - R, dated Hay 3, 
L948. at that time , LEBZDEFF's first name vas inadvertently reported as ; 
IVAN. Uowever, since that time, the informant has indicated that it is 


probably CONSTANTINE VLADINTROVICH LUBMDSAFF, the individual discussed in 
Los angeles jetter to the Bureau dated hay i, LOLS». in the ARTVMOFF case. 


a ‘6n Hay li, 1948, Confidential Informant |) in discussing . 


the girl who is working for \LESEDEFF, stated that to the best, of his 
recollection, her first name i Far; that she was born in Sacramenteo 

and actually is an American/of/mussian descent, fe sther than a Russian— a.’ 
american, as previously reported. 4 ye 


f I 
a Confidential Informant ~ 
L@BEDEFF on occasion reports directly to PANASIEV of the 
San Francisco Soviet Consulate; that these reports deal with activities. 
of the “hite Russian colony in Los “ngeles, In connection with the state- /‘ 
ment that LoBEDIFF reports directly to AFANASIEV, it is noted that Ly 
fgontideatial Informant has furnished considerable information 

recently shomne that APANASI3V has been in close contact with LZBEDEFF. - 


ae == 


J 


COPIES DESTROYED 
: ol 5° ee 
R 132 AUG 16 1982 4 


2 SIL 13948 
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wet eR ee en i 


Director from SAC, San Francisco Me May, 27, 1948 


RE: CONSTANTINE . VLADIMIROVICH LUBSDEFF, was 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R- 


It is suggested that the possibility be considered cf establish- 
ing complete coverage on LEBIDEFF in view of the statement by 
that OLGA ARTE OFF acts as courier between LEBSDEFF and G.VRILOV. 


t 


DCS/ je . 
100-26561 
ec Bufile 100-353947 
cc @ Los angeles ALSD 
2 New York 
2 Wash Field 
_2 Seattle 
1 SF File 100-28017 


. 
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\ 


~AS we 
Bad 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7 2 : 
Form No. I 


THIS CASEORIGINATEDAT | LOS ANGELES - , | - FILE NO. 100=23834 


mi 


al 
yt) REPORT MADE AT 
4 


LOS ANGELES 


DATE WHEN MADE. 


6/2/48 - 


‘Ww QUSTANL INE WIADIMIROVICH....-  3/9,29,3034/4, 
vat. EBEDEFT, Wae, Mrss..Consta tine—-5419, 23/48 INTERNAL SECURITY - R. 
‘Labedeff, nee 4 Alexandra'Shermett 


. 


REPORT MADE GY 


| 3; GEORGE J. NAGEL __ DRU 
; _ 


PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 


10/749 ,12,17/4 


HARACTER CF CASE 


é oF FACTS: 


Subject no longer associated with San Francisco 


(4d Shipping Company. MORRIS BACH closed Long Beach, matt pes 5 
/ : California, office on March 30, 1948 and sold AGES: - aM = aoe 
: office furniture. Office records presently at RE yaaa ia 
Pier 50, Long Beach, awaiting shipment to Russia. a g “~ yi 
LEBEDEFF unemployed, has sought reemployment “7 ci 
with Amtorg Trading Corporation. Visited USSR fipyandiss Ly. 
Consulate San Francisco, California on April 4,/ rey, 
1948. Is also seeking connections with com- Ope tn 


mercial firms in LA labor area. 


- P ~ 


“S' |REFERENCE: Report of SA Riley L. Millard dated 10/1/41 at Los Angeles. 


~| DETAILS: On October 7, 1947, VSEVOLOD VON SONN, Manager of Publica; 
Douglas Aircraft, Santa Monica, advised that CONSTANT INEOL EBEDEFF _. 
was in Los Angeles on October 2 and 3, 1947 and contacted, his “~""" 
brether, EDVARD NONN and SBOOYAKOVICH, also known as GOURYAPOLONSKY, 
4 8 brother-in~la# of the ¢ bject, for: information concernin GOR 2 
wi £ \ REVERDITTO, who had served with the United States Amy Bighth | Air 
“| ae i ‘orce Intelligence in Russia. 
a a 
Pe] According to VON, SONN, IGOR became involved in a brawl in Russia | 
“and way transferred out of the country to avoid an incident. The subject, | 
LEBEDEFS}- laimed. tk i IGOR) wes thrown out of Russia for espionage. LEBEDEFF 
would hot digeldse theyreason. hevwas seeking IGOR but expressed the belief 
thatahe wag rag prdbebly in’ } Long Beach, California. Joe 
a. s \A a Me, ve a ; a 


wg once | U DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 

apn) LO cae eaLTEL de mes ; 

aoe enncen eK ° ce = 
eS side F bE FOR |< 


me 


a pe ne _ a 
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LeA. 100-23834 - : 


Mrs. ALIA BAUMANN, 1952 Hest Thoreau, advised that IGOR REVERDITO 
(as spelled by this informant ) was ‘born in China or Japan. She advised that 
she considered him a pathological liar and completely untrustworthy. She 
recalled that he attended Los Angelés City College; and when she last. heard 
from him, he was in the United States Army in Maryland. ___—_wadvised 
that IGOR is now out of the Army end has been in Long Bedch, Geligermia since 
the spring of 1947, probably living with his mother. ae ae 


It is believed that IGOR's wife works. IGOR himself was trying to ~ 
get into the movies and is not engaged in any type of employment. His address 
was not known to the informant. Theitelephone number where he could be reached 
was given as long Beach; 468596. | ‘ 

It was ascertained from: EARL SAULTER, of the Moore McCormack Steamship 
Company, Berth 48, Long Beach, California, that during November and Decenber 
1947 until January 1948 LEBEDEFF continued to perform many services as purch- 
asing of supplies, furnishing. transportation, and the like, in connection with 
the needs of the Rugsian vessels arriving in the Los Angeles Harbor. 

He contiriuea to maintain his offices in Room 315 of the Heartwell 
Building located at 19 Pine Avenue,’ Long Beach. His wife was no longer work- 
ing there in the office. LEBEDEFF himself was occasionally out of town for 
a few faye of Sone He continued to. reside at 220-A Ximeno, Long Beach. 


1 


avised on “February 18, 1948 that LEBEDEFF had not 
3 office telephone bill since November, and the telephone company was 
very concerned. He peually; runs up a rather large bill. 


‘On this same date’, : advised that &. P. GRACHEV, repre- 
sentative of the Soviet Purc sing Comission, San Francisco, made the state~ 
ment during his visit in Long Beach from February 5 to 18, 1948 that LEBEDEFF 
would probably be closing his office in Long Beach in the near future as there. 
would be no other Russian vessels calling at that port on which LEBEDEFF!s 
services could be used. GRACHEV had previously stated that there were some 

forty-two additional Soviet sailing ships scheduled to call at Long Beach in 
the near future for repairs, and when asked if the services of LEBEDEFF would 
be used on these, GRACHEV replied, "No, he doesn't work for us.” 


It was ascertained from that during this period LEBEDEFF 
was spending very little time in his office in the Heartwell Building. He came 
in in the evenings, usually, for a short time,- to pick up registered mail 
notices. He had moved all of his personal papers and effects from the office, 
and about the only things left were soz order forms. 


on March 9, 1948, VLADIMIR NS OUDRIASHEV, director of the Trans- 
portation Department, Amtorg Trading Cérp ration, New York City, arrived in 
Long Beach, California in company of LEBEDEFF . KOUDRIASHEV registered at 


-2= 


the Wilton Hotel and checked out on March 9, 1948 at 10:30 a.m. During 
KOUDRIASHEV's visit, he was constantly’in the company of LEBEDEFF, who took 
him on a conducted tour of the harbor area and’attempted to obtain for him 
a current detailed map of the los Angeles Harbor area. 


c / 


fe the purpose of 
KOUDRIASHEV's visit to Long Beach was to look over the harbor and acquaint 
himself with the set-up. It was pointed out that in the future Russian 
vessels calling at the Los Angeles Harbor would be handled by a representative 
of the Amtorg Trading Corporation who would fly to the west coast from New 
York. It was-indicated, however, that’ LEBEDEFF would continue in his former 
capacity handling supplies and services for the vessels; and it was noted 
that he had a new telephone yx wer, ‘Long Beach 79829.° 


feo aoe 


According to . |. LEBEDEFF claimed to have no connection 
with Amtorg; and his only income was from his activities in connection with 
the Russian vessel, which is a commission which he mst split with his boss, 

_ BACH, in San Francisco. This would not amount to a great deal of money. In 
fact, it would not be sufficient for him to maintain an office in long Beach 
and cover his other normal expenses. © 


. LEBEDEFF's wife was not working. It was the opinion of this in- 
formant that LEBEDEFF wasprobably getting additional moneys from Amtorg or 
some other similar source. In connection with his association with KOUDRIASHEV, 
LEBEDEFF explained that, it happened that he was in San Francisco and that he 7 
‘ran into KOUDRIASHEV and offered to bring him to long Beach to acquaint him 
with the. set-up there. It is to be noted that they drove from San Francisco 
to Long Beach in LEBEDEFF's. personal automobile: During the time that 
KOUDRIASHEV was in Long Beach, LEBEDEFF handled all arrangements and plans 
as well as the telephoning. He visited KOUDRIASHEV at the Wilton Hotel fre- 
quently during that period. 


Nuss . advised that on the morning of March 30, 1948 MORRIS | 
‘BACH was in the company of LEBEDEFF at. the Heartwell Building and that BACH 
‘Advised the building management that they were closing their offices in Room 
315 of the building immediately. Shortly thereafter, BACH called in repre- 
sentatives from used furniture houses, sold the office furniture, and closed 
the office that same day. 


mint) partrm, port representative of Moore McCormack Steamship Company, 
advised that BAOQH and LEBEDEFF had been in touch with him and that BACH told - 
him that he was closing the Long Bedch office and thet it would put LEBEDEFF 

out of a job. Suggestions were sought: from SAULTER as to where LEBEDEFF 

might obtain employment. BACH sugsested that LEBEDEFE. might get a job as 
salesman with C. J. Henry Company or some other ship supplier in the harbor 


=3eo 
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LA ° 100-238 34 


area, and when a Soviet vessel called at the port, he could give up this job 
and work on the Soviet ship. SAULTER told him that he did not think this 
would work out as the local ship supplier would not go for such a deal. It 
was then decided that LEBEDEFF would communicate with Amtorg Trading Corpora- 
tion headquarters in New York City and seek reemploymeht with them. it was 
first thought that this could be handled through A. P. RACHEV“g former west 
coast representative, but it was learned that GRACHEV hAd closed his office 
in San Francisco and had already sailed for Russia throuth the port of New 
York City. 


It was decided that LEBEDEFF would write directly to Amtorg and 
see if he could handle the deal himself. Possibilities were also suggested 
that LEBEDEFF might try to get a job with the studios in Hollywood, but he 
expressed a desire to continue to work with the Russians if it was in any 
way possible. 


The San Francisco Office advised that an individual meeting the 
description of LEBEDEFF was observed visiting the Russian consulate at San | 
Francisco on April 4, 1948. On leaving the consulate office, he behaved in 
& suspicious manner, walking around the city for about three hours in what 
appeared to be an attempt to see if he was being surveilled. He appeared to 
be highly nervous. It was ascertained that he left San’ Francisco for Long \ 
Beach, California on a Greyhound bus using the unused portion of a round 
trip ticket which was good only to Los Angeles. He left on trip #152, bus 
#790, which was scheduled to arrive at the Los Angeles terminal at 6:20 a.m. 
on April 5, 1948. . . 


Description of this individual is as follows: 
Ages About 40 
Height : 5 ft. 11 in. 
Weight s 150 lbs. 
Build: Slender — 
Characteristics: Thin face with high 
, , cheek bones 
Ears: Stick out when seen 
from behind 
Clothing: Wearing -black raincoat 


similar to Navy issue, 
black broad=toed shoes, 
dark blue gray snap brim 
hat, bright blue tie, 
and black trousers 
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‘Ladie 100-23834 


It was ascertained that this individual arrived at the Greyhound 
bus terminal at Los Angeles at 6:25 a.m. and at 6:30 a.m. boarded a bus at 
the terminal, arriving at Long Beach, California at 7:38 a.m. on April 5, 
1948. On arriving at Long Beach, he made several maneuvers around on the 
street giving the impression that he was trying to detect a surveillance. 
He then boarded a bus marked Broadway and Twelfth and departed from the bus 
at Ximeno and long Beach. He walked directly to 220A Ximeno Avenue and 
entered the house. It was ascertained that this is the residence and the 
description of CONSTANTINE LEBEDEFF. 


It was ascertained that the subject is presently driving a 1942 
red Chevrolet club coupe bearing 1947 California registration number 3V9007. 


He has recontacted EARL SAULTER and requested from hima letter 
of recommendation entitled "To Whom It May Concern" to assist him in pro- 


curing employment in the Los Angeles Harbor area. SAULTER has declined to 
furnish such a letter. 


PENDING 


-5- 
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~ 2 . . - . ’ 
Re. . . te 
. BR £ - > 


Le. 1000-23834 
LEAD: 
LOS ANGELES OFFICE 


At Long Beach and Los Angeles: Will continue to maintain contact 
with informants and report activity of the subjects. oo. 

Will continue to attempt to locate copies of "The Whip" which were 
published by VALSHIN in about 1937, and secure copies of the drawings con- 
tained in this publication which were made by LEBEDETT. 


| 


Ps FEDERAL . BUREAU oF INVESTIGATION “ * €C-150 
WITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUST , 
Soot NN at eat ee : 

‘ ane | ro “ “, 


- gpDsnip To: | COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. URGENT — "CODE. 


1 - . oe : ; 


g wd mapas the following message to: HAY 26; 19h8 


pen! CF det C5 
ay, M00 ~ SY 8 O pp 7 | | 
et : coNSPaNT TNE WEADISTROVICH LEBEDEF?, “WAS. Is -~ Re AUTHORITY ‘GRARTED .. 
~ ap 


‘SAC, LOS ANGELES | 4 


TRSTALLATION TRANICAL SURVEILLANCE RESIDENCE LEBEDEFF,. TWO TO ZERO DASH A 
XEMINO STREE rs LONG. ‘BEACH, CALIFORNIA, PELEPEONE ELG Cut SEVEN FOUR NINE ri; 


” 


PROVIDED FULL sBCURITY ASSURED. ADVISE TIE, DARE, TRSTALLATL on, SYMBOL SOMBER’ 


AND PLANT LOCATION. : . 
Y, i ; oe HOOVER an | 


CC # Mr. J. A. Swartz 


MAY 26 1949's 


Mie Senay - |” FBBERAL. nuRfiw oF jayee 
re S._ DEPARTMENT esrcan 
; Sosntutesrio SECTION 


BgESSERE SHEEN RE 


a oo 
Ne LY 
‘Wnited States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
: | Washington, B.C. 
IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO | ; May 21, 1948 


FILE No. 


aie wean Saige nat one corn ea 


RE: CONSTANTINE VLADIMIROVICH LEBEDEFT, was, | 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


Ig, connection with an investigation to determine if 5 
Constantine ebedeff_is engaged in espionage or related activitid 
en behalf of the Soviet Government, authorization is requested 
to place a technical surveillance on-his residence telephone / 
87493 5 located at 220° -~A Xemino street, Long Beach, Califor da. 


Lebedeff was born December 31, 1904 at Poltow, Russ 
He immigrated to the United States from Manila, Philippine Isl nds, 
arriving at San Francisco, on July 1, 1923. He was naturalized — _ 
on September 3, 1929. Lebedeff was employed by the Soviet ; 
Government Purchasing Commission at Long Beach, Calif ornia, during 
January 1944. His services were terminated on October 15, 1945; 
but he was re-employed during the period from April 1946 to / 
January 1947. His duties included the ordering of supplies and 
repairs for the Russian ships and assisting the ship's captains a 
in the handling of papers with the Customs and the Immigration \ | 
and Naturalization Services. 


In January of 1947, the SGPC closed its office at Long 

Beach, California. At that time Lebedeff opened an office at . 
Room 315 Heartwell Building in Long Beach as an ‘employee of the 
-San Francisco Shipping Supply Company. This company is owned by | 
Morris Bach who has for several years handled a great deal of business}, j 
- se for the Amtorg Trading Corporation and the SGPC. Since January a 
zn - 1947, Lebedeff has acted in his old capacity handling matters i 

pertaining to the Russian vessels which arrived at Long Beach. jHe 

has stated that he is a representative of Amtorg and has acted 

as their agent. It is believed, however, that actually he is paid 

by the San Francisco Shipping Supply. Company or Morris -Bach. | 


A technical surveillance was previously placéd on” 
Lebedeff. to ascertain his activities, but was discontinued after — 
no information was obtained indicating that Lebedeff was engaged in 
espionage activities. : 


Mr ne OER eR ere eee 


This new request is being made inasmuch as information. 
has recently been furnished by a confidential informant that 
Lebedeff has actually been engaged in espionage activities on 
behalf of the. Seviet Government. 


I recomnend authorization of this technical surveillance 
in order to fully develop and cover the activities of Lebedeff. 


Respectfully, 


i i 
Co rl cg 
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july 19, 1948 


—CONPEDENTEAE- - 
‘Special Agent in Charge 
Los Angeles 7 | 
RE: SECURITY MATTER oe 


Dear Sir: 


Please be advised that a security index card has been prepared at 
the Bureau, captioned as follows: 


LEBEDEFY, CONSTANTINE VLADIMIROVICH = NATURALIZED COMMUNIST 
Alias: Costia Valdemar Lebedeff _ (RUSSIAN) 


Residence address; 220 Ximeno Street - 
Long Beach, California 


Business Address; Unemployed 


The above caption should be checked immediately for \accuracy against 
the information contained in your files, and the Bureau shouldbe informed of 
any discrepancies. You will prepare without delay a 5" x 8" white card cap- 


tioned as above and reflecting your investigative case file number for filing 


in your Confidential Security Index Card File. In the event the above caption 


is not correct, the card you prepare should be correctly captioned, and the 
Bureau should be informed of the correct caption. oe 


The caption of the card prepared and filed in your Office must be 
kept current at all times and the Bureau immediately advised of any changes 
made therein in.that connection. 


[Communications SECTION 


ue. olson Very truly yours, 
wr. Clegg ~~ : , 
i: a MAILED 1 of . ee. ren oy GD? 
Ae egy , 19 1948 | Gi JL 
m 9 a to J P.M. John Edgar Hoover a Od gf 
ME. Nonr Giger iy 7 a. Director 
Wee Quinn tom -FEDERAY Of INVERTIGATION a. 
Tele. Room __.. of “se es a 
ir ease a Ke ‘W SaBRFARTMENT OF AUSTICE 
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eral Burean of Inuestigqa/- oe 
fed States Department of F101 m_| 


i: Los Angeles 13, California 
_ _ dune 2, 1948 


| Director, FBI 


a 7 | RE: CONSTANTINE V. LEBEDEFF a Q 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R if i |} 
Dear Sir: \ ioe . tf Cf 
Kn Sade Plant located in Room 1215 Heartwell - 
Batiding, 19 Pine’ Avenue, Long Beach, California. Full security 
assured. 1 
FOIA(b)(7) - (D) Very truly yours, 
R. Be a 
Sac 
ICS : gmw 
AIR MAIL 
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fr | x -agent by SEMEN MARKOV IC. 
TW - oe Angeles, Castells 
LEBEDEFF worked fon #Same espionagd parallel” “as 
OLGA NIKOLAEVNAMARTEMOFF.,--was... LEBEDEFF con~ 
tinues to be settive in connection with Soviet 
vessels at los Joeeles harbor, and during their 
most recent Awvsit, May-June 1948, was in contact 
with VICTO APANASIEN, Soyiet Vice-Consul from 
sen Franot dos. HORI SNBAC; and NYC Amtorg repre= 
entative, LEBEDEFP’ s @ as agent on export 


ig) 
declaration for BueBTL IA PINOGENOVA, whose 


SEMENOV 5. WAS 0.5, at Los 
ge viskt 19, and that 


tert FOR. S 77-538. contacting owners of fishing vessels aud). 
B Engl yes craft, attempting to sell marine wna 
Cla da &. industrial hardware supplies; is presently- cons 
[Oo tedlyyCorens nefromplatine setting up an office as a dealer and 
is negotiating with the Bendix Aviation*Corp. to 

sell a marine depth recorder manufactured by 


bgt . 
a re . reports LE io anh F installed as Soviet 


personal effects wereffshipped to Russia on e 
sors NG Sit Soviet vessel SS.:UMBA from San Pedro, Codi Es = aan, 
REC'D. 7 SEY =onia, Subject currently active in Hambor Wega 


pblttls 
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REFERENCE: Report of Special’ ‘Agent GEORGE J. NAGEL dated 


June 2, 1948, ¢ at Los’ Angeles 
DETAILS ¢ The title of this’ ‘ease ig. being changed to include the 
alias: RICHARD CONSTANT /LEBE EDEFF, the name in which the 
\ , subject has his Ca lifornia Ste te operator's license, 


when: renewed June lk, DUB . 


“San Franeiséo letter aatca May 27, 1948, entitled, 

"CONSTANT INE VLADIMIROVICH LEBEDEFF was, + INTERNAL SECURITY (R)," sots 
forth information that at San. Francisco reported that, according. 
to WAS» it fANTINE V. LEBEDEFF was ins! Sd as: 

. Sovict agont by SEMEN MARKOVICH SEMENOV! at the time SEMENOV4"&s working 

in the Los Angeles areas This informant istated further that. it wos his 
understanding that LEBEDEFF worked in, the igo ame espionage parallel. as OLGA 
NIKOLAEVEA ARTEMOFF » nots 


fig | 
fess 


: ‘The Los phgoles | files rofloct that. SEMENOV was in Los 
angeles around March 21, 1944, and); | advisod thet, LEBEDEFF ° 
commenced work with the Sovict Government. Purchasing. Commission, Long Beach,-. 

' California, in penury While this original employment was terminated on 
October 15,19), “Aecording ty : | -LEBE EFP was ollégedly working 
for PEE Kcatioy, ‘with OLGH LRTSMOFF scrving as a go-botweone LEBEDEFF was 
allegedly “interestcd in o hing, information concerning nirorefte 


Special, Bnplgyce BASCOl SHANKS obtained the Following 
information from the Registrar of Voters. in. Los angeles: 


. CONSTANTING ; Me -LEBEDEFF registered to vote on January 15, 
1936; May 6,.19393.and Soptembor 19, 1940) all fiom the addross of 67s 
_ LaMirada iorenue ,, Los Angcoles, j;On November 28, 19h7, he registered to vote 

from 220.4 Ximeno avenue, Long Beach, Ca lifornia, which is his present 

address» In 1946 ho gave his, ‘occupation as, an artist, In 1939 he showed his 
employment as Leon Schlesinger Productions, and in 1937 he. gave his occupation 
as representative, Other information obtained from this source rofloects. he 
was born in Russia, He was naturalized by doers of the court on 

Septomber 3, 1929 at San Francisco, California, No, 3129897, His Party 
affiliation was Domocrat.e His wife's name was show nas SHURA. 


. By letter dated May 17)  i9h8, the Baltimore Office 
advised that furnished the following information 
pertaining -to the subject's employment record: 


=2e 
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12/46 = 9/47 _-—- MORRIS#BACH . 
San Francisco Ship Supply Company 
820 Ortega Street’ 
San Francisco, ee; California 


9/6 ' Sereen Gems, Incorporated 1 
-861 North Seward Strect’, Los Angeles, California 


fib. | / MORRIS BACH | oe 
~  . 3/6 Screen Gems, Ineorpore ted Own - 
3/6 " “MORRIS BACH : 


’ 


12/45 a Sereen Gems, Incorporated a 
o/h Warner Brothers Cartoons, Incorporated - 
“1351 North Van Ness Avenue 

_ Hollywood 28, California . ; 
3/u - 6/uh- #Niuborg Trading Corporation : S 


210 Madison .venue, New York City 


refye.- 3/yh ; Loa Sehlosingor Products 
. 1351 North Van Ness Avenue 
Los angeles, California 


wa 


1e/le 'Sereen Gens , Incorporated : 
9/38 = 9/2 Loon Schiosinger Products: 
6/38 — aaRRY J QOERR 
- 631 No camore Avenue 
Los Angeles 36, California 
. . NY; 
6/38 _ CHARLESARELBRIDGE 


126 ws: — | 

Los Angoles, California / 

6/38 J. Es Ny dba 
, Mutual Painting and Redecorating Company | 


7,07 Beverly. Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California - - 


_ | NaS 
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3/38 ss ARTHUR B, Yfoses 
1037 Sot a Bronson Street 
Los -ingeles, California 


6/37 fotro-Goldnyn-layor Corporation 
1540 Broadway’ 


“« New York City, Ne Ye 


6/37 - ; Solznick ‘International. Pictures, Incorporated 
-9336 Washington Boulevard 
-- Culver City, California 


6/37 a ARTHUR B. MOSES 
. . 1037 South Bronson Street 
Los Angeles, California 


“arner Brothers Pictures, Incorporated 
“Burbenk, California 


6/31 


Special Agent RALPH C. VOGEL contacted the following 
movie studios with negative results in an cffort to develop further backs 
ground on LEBEDEFF: Universal, Monogram, Republic, Paramount, Disney, and 
Warner Brothers.-: : 


. Special Agent WILLIAM L. BYRNE, JR. checked the 
following studios with negative results: Selznick, Twentieth Century Fox and 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer « . 


—— In connection with the roported amti-Soviet | 
which LEBEDEFF drow for 1 Russian language publication knowm as "The: 
Beech” » Russian), Special Employee ANATOLE N, OSSIPOFF secured from a 
confidential sourée a cory of this publication dated May 1937 and numbered 
Volume 11, Now 17,~ According to the. masthead of t! WB issucy the magazine was 
published in New York City y» and “the editor was V, Met LLUM» The address of 
the publication was shown as 2 267 East Tenth Street, NewYork. Citye It was 
-ascertained from the conficdsyyial source that the Los: Angeles correspondent 
ror "Tho Whip" was ALEXANDER ALOSHIN, who presently resides in Hollywood, . 
California, and who is répoyted have changed his political views anc is oy 


now oxtremely pro*Sovicte altvas notod thet cartoons appearing in this issue a 
of the magazine were signed OTIK" andAFOsTik"., It is not known whether \ 
this was a pen name used by LEBRDEFF,. °°. 
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- During the period from May 6, 1948 to June 12, 1948, 

at which time the five Soviet vessels, the ULBA, ULBA, MIDIA, ‘JENCHOOG. and 
AKTINIA, were in the Los angeles harbor for repairs and supplies, LEBEDEFF 
was active in connection with these vessels. During this period he was actually 
employed by the Long Beach Morino Repair (Shipyard) at Long Beach, California, 
as an interpreter. Repairs to the vessels were, bei g mado’ by this shipyards 
During this period he was’in contact with VICTOR ef ANASIEV, Soviet Vice= 
Consul from San Francisco, who was also in Long’ t hewch; a M's SAZANOV , 
representing Amtorg in New York City, and BUGENLAY AF INOGENOVA of 11976 San 
Vicente Boulevard, Brentwood, California, whose personal effects were shipped 
to Russia aboard the UMBA. LEBEDEF? served as Agent for AFINOGENOVA in con») 
nection with export. of her personal effects, dnd by letter dated May 6, 19h8, 
advised the HOORE“MeCORMICK Steanship Company » agents for Soviet vessels, As 
follows: 


N 


"Enclosed horewith please find a duplight@°  . 
copy of export declaration for baggage of Mrse AF INOGENOVA 
to be shipped aboard the SS. CHUKOTKA, Pleas not be ‘ 
alarmed by my signature on this declaration as I have 
‘rceeived a letter of confidence from Mrs, AFINOGENOVA which 
was quite sufficient for the Customs, dis per advice of . 
yours, I informed Bekins Transfer -Company that they will | 
get instructions direct from you as for address of delivery 
and for the date of the SAMC » Telephone of Bekins Coe is 


TEXAS 02876." | ~_ [FOTA(b)(7) - (0) 


It is to be noted that duc to last minute changes vo 
by the Sovict authorities, the SS, CHUKOTKA did not call at’ any ‘American port, 
oud the AFINOGENOVA baggage was shipped out on. the 5S, UMBAg | 


va. 


o 


L It was ascertained from’ confidential sources” thet 
these personal cffeets consisted of: a new radio, washing machine ghd various 
electrical appliances, various items cf furniture, and some ten.or twelve 
trunks of clothing and personal items, There was * also included a library of 

. medical books in which were a number of proeRussian propag gorda Paraphlets . 
published in the United States, 


Information furnished by "indented that, | 
Mrse APINOGENOVA was a Close personal friend of CONSTANTINE VLADIMTROVICH 
LEBEDEFF and his wife During the period just prior to the tine her ‘baggage 
was sent out on the UMBA, she was observed at the LEBEDEFF hone and in — 
company with Mrs. LEBEDEFF in downtown Long Beach, She was also in contact 


-5= 
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on several occasions with VICTOR APANAS TEV during his visit to Long Beachy 


advised further thot VICTOR APANASIEV 
“galled at LEBEDEFT ts home on June 12, 19.8, and advised Mrse LEBEDEFF that 
he was very anxious to talk to the subject* before he returned to San Francisco. 
He askéd@ hor’to have LEBEDEFF,contaét him, AFANASIEV had previously on... 
ee 95 198, left word with Mrs’ LEBEDEFF to tell her husband that he Was 
taying at. the Wilton Hote} ‘in Long Beach: in Room 2284 


letter dated May 6, 1948, the San Francisco Office 
advised that By Letter dated information on April 28, 1948, that - 
an VICTOR AFANASIEV hod inquired of Mr, SAZONOV of Antorng, New York City, 
whether Amtorg had any agreement with MORRIS BACH regarding the supplying of 
Russian vessels, SAZONOV advised that Amtorg had no such agreement and never 
had had.ones AFANASIEV then stated, "The man who worked with BACH in Long 
Beach would like to go on his own and supply the ships himself. However, 
he would like to get.a letter from Amtorg stating they. have no agreement 
with BACH, This is necessary since the firms will not deal with hin, 
figuring that BACH has an agreement with Amtorg." SAZONOV stated that Amtorg 
could not write such a letter: but could suggest to the captains of the 
Soviet vessels that they deal with LEBEDEFF, : 


“APANASIEV explained to SAZONOV that LEBEDEFPF is a 
gd0d man,.and that as long as the ships will probably be undergoing repair in 
Long Beach, LEBEDEFF ‘would be the man who would be there for bwonty-four: 
hours «' days SAZONOV indicated that h e would talk over the matter with . 
KOUDIRASHEV « 


~ ” 


7 ° ° On June 18, 1948, EAR TER, Port Agent,- Moore= 
MeCormick, Long Beach, stated that LEBEDEFF was in serious financial 
circumstances at that time, He had been out of a job since MORRIS BACH 
closed his office at Long Beach in March 19,8, with exception of the 
témporary employment at the Long Beach Marine Ship Repair, LEBEDEFF had 
sought the aid of SAULTER in find ding employments He gave SAULTER the impres- 
sion sat he was "mad" at BACH, claiming that BACH had not given hima fair 
deal, LEBEDEFF feels that he should handle t he servicing of the Soviet , 
véssels in this port and receive the .10% commission which BACH makes. out of 
the deal... However, both BACH and Amtorg representatives are in frequent 
gontact with LEBEDEFF whenever they are in the ared and hé continues to kowtow | 
‘ to them ond give them every assistance during their visit, He appears to be 
* .the local contact man and the go-between whenever they are in the area, © 
“Frequently he is the one to make the hotel reservations, and drives them 


om 
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around the area in his personally~owned car. 


~ 


SAULTER stated that he recently asked LEBEDEFF why he 


‘ gontinues to."fool with the Russians,". LEBEDEFF replied that it gave him an 


opportunity to pick uo a little money when their ships were in port, and that 
he had to get money somehow to.take care’ of his family. SAULTER, who has 
been closely associated with LEBEDEFF.in the past several years in connec# 
tion with the handling of Russian yéssels, described LEBEDEFF as a very 
intelligent individual, He’ speaks séveral languages and is a hard and con 
scientious worker» SAULTER, ‘however, was unprepared to vouch for LEBEDEFF's 
loyalty to the United States, although it is his personal opinion that 
LEBE EDEFF could be swa ‘yee | either way, depending on: the circumstances ¢ 

a Ags.a sidelight to LEBEDEFF's alléged finaneial 
difficultics, advised that on June 3, 1948, LEBEDEFF asked his 
wife to try to borrow $5 from TAMARA, their daughter, who was visiting at 
their home on that days He also instructed his wife to call the landlord 
and tell him that he would try to bring. him the rent the following days 


Mr, FRANK MARCY, one of the partners and operators — 


of the Long Bea ach Merine Repair (Shipyards), advised that his company paid 


LEBEDEFF $4.00 for his services auring the visit of the Russian vesselse. 


Of, GILLESPIE, Vice»President of the Seéurity First. 


National Bank located at First and Pine, Long Beach, Ca te ornate made avails - 


able records which reflected that CONSTANTINE V, LEBEDEFF anintains a joint 
savings account at that bank with ALEXANDRA LEBEDEFF, his wifes Activities 


during the past year have been limited. The first activity was on May 3, 1948, 


when a withdrawal of #40 left only #2), 69 in the account Activity-since 


“that date is os follows: 


Date . Withdrawal Deposits Balance 
6/1/48 oe - § 165,80 $ 190.h9 
6/15/48 | 7 300 200 1,90 9 
6/21/48 ®& 90,00 . ~  hoosh9 
6/2 AB 90.00 . ; . _ a 310549 
7/13/48 © 100,00 . . ‘21049 
TELE 49. 00. | . . -Y6L.49 


In conneetion. with the two deposits, it was ascertained 


that the deposit of 3300.00 on June 1s 1948, was part of a check in amount 


[= 
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of 300000, “issued ag sainst the account of ‘the Long . Béach Marine Réepaire, The 
chesk was cashed and $300.00 of the omount was deposited. ’ 


‘ 


x 


The bank records reflect ‘that the acposit of $165.80 
was in the form of a personal check draw against the Bank of America, Cali- 
fornia ond Montgomery Streets, San Francisco, Californias The bank was 
unable to advise the identity of the account,.. 


2 


advised that on July/21, 19,8, 
‘LEBEDEFP reccived a letter from MORRIS BACH in which he mentioned that 
LEBEDEFF had not ackriowledged receipt of the expense check which BACH had 
mailed him severel weeks previously, It is believed that this deposit of 
$165 2&0 may heve deen the BACH checks ” / 


é 


. 


~ On June’ 30, 1948, EARL SAULTER advised thot LEBEDEFF / 
secured a job as a salesman.for the Atwell Supply. Conan with offices at ; 
716 Bast Anaheim, Wilmington, Californiag LEBE SDEFF told SAULTER he was on a 
salary and commission, SAULTER explained that this’ is a small branch office 
recently opened by the Atwell Supply Company y which has headquarters in San 
Diego, Californias. 


t ‘ 


On July 20, 19h8, advised that RQBERT 
Is of the Bondix Aviation Corpora ation was in cone ee we ae LEBEDEFF in 
Connection with. -deal. in which LEBEDEFE “would sell the ine depth 


recorders being manufactured by the Bendix” Corporation, Fre GEDDISt office 
telephone number was furnished, as Stanley 72651,. and his home telephone as , 
State h80h2 6 ; _ . 


- t 


= ; . On July 29, 1948, FRANK MARCY of the Long Boach Marine 
Ropair, advised that LEBEDEFF had been in touch with him the previous day, 
anc that he was. working on a denl to secure the exclusive agency for the. 
Bona ix marine ‘depth recorder for the Los Angeles harbor areag He had 
explained to MARCY that it would cost approximately $5000 to start a business 
to handle the machines. LEBEDEFF has been extremely active during the 
past fow wecks contacting potential customers among the boat opera EOP y: and 
at that time ne had two fishing boat operators lined up to buy the ‘instru- 
ment, UARCY said that the instruments would sell for aporoximately $2160 
each, and there would be an additional installation fee» LEBEDEFF indicated 
that it was his plan to have the Long Beach Marine Repair handle the 
installation in return for the privilege of using their warehouse facilities 
.for storing the instrument,. : , 


/ 
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EARL SAULTER advised on July 20, - 19L8, that LEBEDEFP- 
told him that he plans to obtain a deuler's license and open up an office in 
the harbor aren, He will términate his comections with the Atwell Company, 
which SAULTER said apparently had not proved to be very profitable to him,’ 
In addition to hondling the Bendix Marine depth recorder, he plans to handle 
orders for, various other types of small boat equipment, directing his busie 
ness through established dealers in the arga on a commission basis. 


The results of mail cover placed on the subject at 
his address, 220-4 Xameno, hong Beach, on May 55. 1948, is.as follows: 


. 


ts MGs: It was noted that LEBEDEFF receives "Tho. New Republie", 
“UThe#Mussian Voice Daily" and literature from’ the Ameriean-Russian Institute, 
664824 sunset Boulevard, Hollywood, California, as well ad the "Information: 
Bulletin” issued by the USSR Embassy ot Washington, Dé Ce’ -Other mail 
reeeived, believed possibly to be pertinent “to the ‘investigation, is as - 
follows: a S 


May 11, 1948 Letter from the Davis Motor Car Company 
8055 Woodley Avenue . 


Van Nuys, California ; 
NO. 


‘ 


Way 25, 19,8 ‘Letter from the U. S. Government Printing Office, 
ws Division of Public Documents 
Washington, D. Ce > 1 
May 25, 1948 Cards from the Amer ican-Rus sian Institute, 
Hollywood, California 


June 1, 1948 - ~~ Letter | ag essed to Mrs « BETT. As NC from Dr. . 
ADAMS 
195 Bona, Long Beach, California 


June 3, 19h8 — Letter from the San Francisco Ships Supply 

7 San Franeisco, California 
June hy 19h48 . : Letter with réturn address of AACTELLEY, Room 826, , 

. Belmont-Plaza, Lexington & 49th Streets, New York City 
June 14, 19148 Letter with return address of Z, WILLEY, Hotel Belmont 

: ‘Plaza, Lexington & 49th Streets, New York City 

. . . ‘ \ . . 
Ga 
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June 29, 1918 


June 30, 1948 


July 1, 1948 


July 3, 1948 


- 


July 6, 1948 


July 19, 198 


July 21, 198 


July 28, 1948 


August , 1918 


‘a 


2 return registered mail receipts; one postmarked San 
Francisco and signed MORRIS BACH; the.second postmarked’ 
San Francisco and signed EFREMOV by LEDOROV,. - 


' Air mail letter from San Francisco Ships Supply Company, 


San Francisco, California, 


Registered letter from the “Conculate General, USSR.,. 


San Francisco, California f 


Letter for. Mrs, BETTY DeBLANC. from Dre ROLAND LM, 
ADAMS , 193 Ponone., Long Beach, California 


Letter from the Metal Marine Pilot, 32. Golden Gate 
Avenue,. Tacoma, “Washington 

Registered’ letter ooueae nereceipt, postugrked” Tacoma, 
Mashing ton, signed * ‘ogy Reaia by NEL 


Letter from: Sen Prarieiseo Ships Supply Company, ‘San 
Francisco, California, 


- 


Letter from the Underwood Corporation, No. 1 Park Avenue, 
New York Citys . 

Letter returned for postage addressed to V. *KUDRISHOV, 
Amtorg Trading Corporation, 210 Madison Avenue, New 

York Citye 


Letter. for Mrs,» SHURA LEBEDEFF fropedes PEBEDEFF 601 
Se Clementine, Oceanside, California ‘a 
Letter from. HORRIS BACH, San Francisco, California 


Driver's license for RICHARD CONSTANT LEBEDEFF fron 
Division of Motor Vehicles, Sacramento y California 


Letter to Mrse S LEBEDEFF from A, LEBEDEFF,. 601 
South Clementine, Oedanside, California 


~10~ 


a 
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It was ascertained from Mr. J. J. COONEY, nine thet 
ae nate and Naturalization Services Terminal Tgland, California, that 
DYAEABEWKO, in having } “is Russia 
— vesport roneveds ‘BABENKO had been referred ‘to. ‘DEBEDEFF” by Mr, MARKS of the: 
Registry Section,” U. Se Customs, San Pedro, California, whovealled at that 

office on June 2u,. 19118 LEBEDEFF took up the maint passport ond forwarded 


it to the Consul in Sa n Francisco. 


Aécording to Inspector WILLIAMS of the Immigration & sd 
Neturali zation’ Servicg,, tho interviewed BABENKO, he had not previously oe 
known LEBEDEFF » } SNKO,y it is noted, was Living at 350 Seaport Drive with | 
FRANK and BERT 2ANNEY» BABENKO recently come to San, Pedro’ from New York 
Neca sisson, 
City, where he had embarked as a crew member from a Norwegian vessel, It was 
learned from Inspector COOHEY that after the return of his passport he. 
shipped out of San Francisco @s crew member aboard another Norwegian vessel, 


=~ Lie 


, 
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be 100-2382, a | . | ~ [FOIA(b)(7) - (D) 


LEADS 


. os “ Will aaa to identify and secure. copids of anti- 


So#et cartoor as drain’ by’ LEBEDEFF and published in "The Whip," a a Russian. 
language- magazine, - This toad Was previously set out by letter dated July 9» 


1948. . lye 


“YALL attonpt to “deentiy Z_ WILLEY, Room 826, Belmont . 
Plaza Hotel, Yew York “City, whose name appeared as returh address’ on Fetters 
addressed to the subject on June h gad June 14, 1948. Qo 


THE. SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE 
AT SACRAMENTO, “CALIPORNEA / _ 
Wild abtonps, to ‘locate the Sélective Service records on | 


subject and review them for pertinent information concerning his background ' 
and the background of his wife and dependents. / 


AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 


Will reinterview for more detailed informa- 
¢ion concerning his identification of LEBEDEFF as a Soviet agente Will 
ascertain from this informant whether he has evor personally known LEBEDEFF 
ONC y- “at SO, cxhibit pictures of the subject to him for positive identifica- 
tiong It is desired to ascertain definitely on what basis this informant 


“was able té name CONSTAN ‘TINE Ve LEBEDEFF presently residing Long Beach, a. 
California, as a Sovict espionage agent installed by SEMENOVe . 


wait attempt to identify from the records of the Bank of 
America branch, | California and Montgohery Streets, the account on which a 
cheek in the amount of $165.80 was drawn, which was subsequently deposited’ ‘to 
the account of the subject at the Security First National Bank, Long Beach, 
California, on June 14, 1948, It was suggested by officials of the Scourity 
First National Bank at Long Beach that this cheek would heave been returned to 
the San Francisco bank on or about. June 16, 1948, and that there is a 
‘possibility of identifying the account by checking the bankts clearances. on’ 
or about that date, in view of the odd amount of the cheek, It is noted 
ght the eheck was most likely dravm against an account of LIORRIS BACH ‘of the 

an Francisco Ships Supply Company’. , 


~ Lem 


~ 
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LEADS (continued) 
THE SAN DIEGO OFFICE . 
AT OCEANSIDE, CALTFORNTA 


t 


Will attempt to develop the identity of Ae LEBEDEFF, 
601 South Clenentine, Oceanside, whose name appeared,as a return address 
for letters directed to Mrs,,SHURA LEBEDEFF on July 19 and August h, 1948. 


THE LOS: ANGELES: OFFICR. ; ! 

AT LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 
Will attempt to develop. the identity of BETTY DeBLANC , 
who received mail at LEBEDEFF 's addres s from Dr, ROLAND Me ADAL Ss 195 


Pomona, Long Beach. 


Will report results of interview with informants and | 
results of gil covers on subject's addresse 


~13= 
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- Office Metin well ¢ UNITED | GOVERNMENT 


Director, FBI : DATE: 9/24/48 


— FROM: SAC, New York - - | ; | 
at sae, mee @ — (FOTA))= ©) 
SUBJECT: - CONSTANTINE VLAPSMIROVICH LEBEDEFP, / 


Costia Valdemar | heb leff3. 
MRS. CONSTANTING. UBEDERF, > n 
Mlexendri#shernets, Alexandria shura 


INTERNAL SECURITY -R J Bap 


MP | - 7 5 Bye 


Reference is made to the Los Angeles letter New York dated 
June 10, 1948 wherein it was noted that CONSTANTINE V7 EBEDEFF/ reportedly 
served in 1937 as a cartoonist for a Russian Language publication known as 
theMtWinipt. The Russian equivalent of this title is}#Beech" orAlBich". 
This publication was anti-Soviet_and LEBEDEFF'S cartoons reportedly were 
directed against the Soviets. LEBSDEFF is presently a Soviet Espionage. 
Agent in the Los Angeles, California area according to 


The Los Angeles Office requested this office to review copies 
of the "Whip" at the New.York Public Library in an effort to obtain copies 
of any cartoons appearing in that publication which had been drawn by this 


_ subject. 


Copies of the "Whip" published between January, 1936 and July, 
1937 were located at New, York Public Library and no reference to LEBEDEFF 
could be found in these issues. 


In accordance with Les Angeles request an effort was made to 
locate V.MMILLUN, Editor of the "Whip". It was ascertained that this 


publication which formerly occupied space at 267 East 1Oth Street, New York, 


New York, is no longer in existence. ILLUN sold his printing presses to 
KUZMA px si {EVCHENKO. 


MeAELLUN until recently resided in care of CG. Si > Bnglishtovm, Ned. 
where he operated a soft drink business. According to SHEVCHENKO, ILLUN ‘ 
probably left New Jersey for Bridgeport or Hartford, Conn. SHEVCHENKO in~ 
dicated that the source of his information was R0QVA 3. the Russian Organiza-_ 
tion _for Mutual Help which is reportedly anti-Soviet in character and which 
maintains the farm to which SAMARIN and Mrs. KASENKINA recently fled when 


endeavoring to escape from the Soviet Consulate in New York. SHEVCHENKO also ox 
stated that ILLUN has always been anti-Bolshevik as well as anti-Semitic and 


for the latter reason was forced out of his business in New York. 


worse ie 


The indices of this office contain no references to ILLUN. 
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SHEVCHENKO, who was contacted under pretext, advised that VLADIMIR 


= 


Letter to Director, FBI 
NY 100-90981 


The Newark Office is requested to ascertain the present 
address of ILLUN through reliable sources in Englishtown, New Jersey. 


The Los Angeles Office has requested that ILLUN be interviewed 
in an effort to obtain copies of LEBEDEFF!S anti-Soviet cartoons if it 
can be determined that ILLUN is sufficiently trustworthy to be approached. 
Los Angeles is origin in this matter. RUC. 


cc: Newark 
Los Angeles 
New Haven 
San Francisco 
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Office Memorindum + + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO: Dixeotor, FBI ve nc DATE: "930-48 


Pro 7 SAC, New Haven . : \o - 
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Costia ValdemarLebederf; 
Mrs. CONS 


TINE. Ve TEBEDEFF? . 
Alexandzil Saure 


| SUBJECT: QoNSTANTINE VIA TROVICH UBEDET, wa - a j 


| ye 


mation gor cerning certain cartoons. drawn by the subject. was get for the Y 


likewise,{reference was made in referenced letter to a V.-MATLLUN, 
editor! of theMfiniptt » and the Newark Office was requested to ascertain 
the present address of ILLUN through reliable sources in Englishtow, 
New Jersey so that ILIUN might be interviewed in an affort to obtain 
copies of LEBEDEFF's anti-Soviet cartoons, if it could be determined 
that TLLON is sufficiently trustworthy to be approached. 


: It is believed that ILLUN 13 name: as reflected in New York letter of . 
reference is incorrectly spelled, and that the person in question was 
VLADIMIR MATLLYN. A-review of the New Haven Office indices reflects 
that considerable investigation was conducted concerning VLADIMIR M. 
-ILLYN under the character, "Internal Security (GC) » Custodial Detention". 
It appears that the following are the office file numbers in this case: . 
Bureau File # 100-102829 oe : | 
New York File # 1100-29669 . Pe ok 

- San Francisco File # 65-157 SO 
Newark File # 100-11699 
Ios Angeles apparently has not 
had previous information in this Cases 


A-review of the New Haven Office file of VLADIMIR M. ILLYN reflects that 
said ILIYN is identical with the ILLUN mentioned in New York letter of 
reference to the Bureau. A review of this file further reflects that 
Nevark is in possession of all pertinent serials with the exception of 
the following which are being forwarded to that office with a copy of 
this letters . 


A report of SA JOSEPH ISEMAN dated 5-15-43 at New York, 
A report of SA STANLEY S, CHMIEL dated 8-12-45 at New Haven. 


ILLYN was employed in thé Blueprint Department of the Vought-Sikersky © 
Division of United Aircraft, Stratford, Com. ILLYN was suployed until 
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Director, FBI Que 


September 30, 1948 


1942, and he resided at 21 Roberts Street, Devon, Conn., with his son, 
ANATOLALIIN. He was interviewed in the New Haven Office in the latter 
part of 1942. ‘This interview was reflected in the report of S. A. STANIEY 
S. CHMIEL made at New Haven 1-6~435-entitled, "VLADIMIR Me ILL, Internal 
Security. (G), Custodial Detention". 


It will likewise be noted that investigation in the New Haven Office re= 
flected that a large number of items were obtained from ILLYN in connection 
with a legal search made. All of these materials were returned to him at 
his request on 12-19-45, while he was residing at 21 Roberts Street, Devon, 
Conn. Included among these were twelve unidentified cartoons which’ could 
conceivably be the cartoons in which los Angeles Office was interested. 


For -the information of the Newark Office, a pretext call made to VLADDOR 
Me ILLYN's son, ANATOLE ILLYN who is now residing at Orange Ave., Milford, 
Conn., Milford telephone number 40229, was made and it was ascertained that 
his father is presently residing at Box 207, RFD-1, Inglishtowm, New Jersey, 
New Jersey telephone nunber 3731, 


It will be noted that subject LEBEDEFI's wife is also known as ALEXANDRIA 
SHURA as reflected in the caption of this letter. A check of the New Haven 
Office indices against the name of LEBEDEFF and his wife was made with negative 
results. 


There being no additional investigation in this matter, this case is being 
referred upon completion to the office of origin. 


JFS:NK 

100-new 
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New York 100-29669 

San Francisco 65-157 
Newark 100~11699 (en cls.) 
los Angeles 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATEDAT T.05 ANGEIES . ; FILE NO. 100-6938 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 
: WHICH MADE 


SAN DIEGO 10-2 9-4 10-22-48 


TE  CONSTANTI VLADIMIROVICH, LEBEDEFF, was, 
ostia Valdema bedeff, ‘Ricyard Constant. 


Plebedetf: Mrs. CONSTANTINE V vs EQEFF, nee 
| resent Shermett - foe 


| SYNOPSIS OF Facts: 


REPORT MADE BY 


FRANKLIN E. WRIGHT LL 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY ~R 


aan Oe Oe 


ener employed as sheet metal worker, 
Oceanside, Calif., and known as metal heating KE 
"expert. Lives with mother and sister. Came eg 
to Oceanside in “1937 or 1938 from Mexico. No 

a indication: of subversive, tendencies or dis-— 7. - / / 
hoya ltys , T 


Re .U. Ca 


g 
> a) 
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REFERENCE s Report ‘of SA GECRGE J. NAGEL, dated 9-16-48 , at 
_ Los Angeles. 


DETAIIS : AT OCEANSIDE, CALIFCRNIA 


- 


"The name of A. LEBEDEFF appeared as a return address for 
COPIES DESTROYED letters directed to Mrs. S EEF, Los Angeles, 

_ ao California, on July 19 and August 4, 1948, i 
RAS2ZAUG 16 1962. , - 


Chief of Police GUY WOCDWARD “(ath Oceanside, advised \ 
that he has personally known A, LEBEDEFF "Who pésides at 601 So. Clementine 
Street, Oceanside, for many years, He stated that LEBEDEFF came to Cceanside 
in 1937 or 1938 fron Mexico. He recalls. that -thére vias" some small difficulty. 
at the {time of his eftrance into this country w ae Wai attempted to 
bring in. 8 angrtting. va andl shotgun, {iin ea r 

. ne 


ECORDED - 102 
INDEXED - ir i 


lle 


* ‘ 2 — ar 
ne THis REFORT i 

a ae sear J 7 i ny 
si ee A 


| a aa 
1 af 
BNO 2, vo) 


SD 100-6938 


in heating metal. His reputation in this respect, however, is confined to 
-the local industry in Oceanside. . 


For several years LEBEDEFF worked for a Mrs. CRUTCHER, 
who is presently a secretary for the Oceanside Chamber of Commerce, and who 
formerly conducted a sheet metal business. ; 


’ Chief WOCDWARDtook opportunity to discreetly discuss 
LEPEDEFF with Mrs. CRUTCHER, who told him that LEBEDEFF was an excellent 
worker, honest, and there was. no reason whatsoever to doubt his loyalty, and 
there was no indication of any subversive tendencies on his parte 


. IEBEDEFF is now employed by Oceanside Heating and Sheet 
Metal Works, Tremont and Minnesota Streets » Oceanside, California. The pro- 
prietor of this concern, BEN WOLF, also known as a skilled metal heater, was 
called to Washington, D.C., during the war because of his knowledge of metal 
heating. WOLF is reported to be a Russian Jew, and LEBEDEFF is known as a 
Russian. 


At the Merchants Credit Association, Oceanside » records 
reflected that LEBEDEFF'S rating was "satisfactory". His credit record did 
not contain any pertinent background information. 


LEBEDEFF is described by Chief WOODWARD as follows: 


Build short and stocky 
Complexion dark ; 
Peculiarities eye glasses, thick lens 
Sos Hair dark, worn short 
| byes dark , 
Occupation tinsmith and metal worker 
| 
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SAG - Los Angeles a 7 . November 29, 1946 
pMector - PBL / 


! fio As \ CONSTANTINE VLADIMIROVICH LEGEDEF?, wos, ot al a | 
yy INTERNAL SECURITY - Ro _ 


¢“ Reference is made to your memorandum dated Novem- 
yo . . _ ber 1, 1948, requesting. authority-to. interview Lebedefi. You ere 
, \ EX -68 _ @utherized to conduct such an interview, which should thoroughly | 
-" ' @over the allegations made by and gheuld also cover the 
ether aspeeta of the iaveatigation in this ease, 


, ‘However, since the San Francisco Gilice was not . 

furnished & copy of the reference, letter and that Ofiice is the 

, office of origin, inthe Artemoft case, this ; matter is being . 

called to thely Attention td detérmine i they ‘have any suggestions 
oF objections to an interview with, Lebedeii innamnuch as such.an 
interview may have a direct bearing on the other aspects of the 
Agtemoeti investigation. Any suggestions or objections, of the San. 
Fronciscoe Office should be dmamediately iurnished te the Bureau 
and the Lesa Angeles Office. 
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Office Memorandum + ontveD STATES GOVERNMENT 
( | 
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WHE. rf oe DATE: November 29, 1948 


. ca 
fo TO Mr. H. BLE 


oo Ths a ; a i ur. Tolson, : 
FROM: L..Whitson WY fo De | te ———— —~ 
SUBJECT: CONSTANTINE VLADIMIROVICH LEBEDEFF, was, et.al r — 

-. INTERNAL SECURITY - R: Ms Carson 
/ ip in, pen REvoR—— 
7 wie ee 


- - In the attached letter. from the Los’ Angeles Office, there is i, Nease— 
a request for authority to interview the aboye subject. The current Miss Gandy 
aspects of. this investigation are based upon information which was received 

- from Confidential Informant f | who’ has advised i 
that one Lebedeff is definitely working for the espionage parallel with which Olga 
Artemoff is identified. According to Lebedeff was installed as one of 
the agents in this network by Semen Semenov and later worked under one Peter 
Gavriloyv. further stated that Miss Artemoff had worked as an inter- 


mediary between Lebedeff and Gavrilov. 


Constantine Vladimirovich Lebedeff was born December 31, 1904, | 
at Poltow, Russia, He immigrated to the United States from Manila, Philippine 
[slands, arriving at Sam Francisco, on July 1, 1923. He was naturalized on- 
September 3, 1929. Lebedeff was employed by the Soviet Government Purchasing 
Commission at Long Beach, California, during January, 1944. His services were 
terminated on October 15, 1945, but he was re-employed during the period from 
' April, 1946, to January, 1947. His duties included the ordering of supplies and 
repairs for the Russian ships and assisting the ship’s captains in the handling of 
papers with the Customs and the Immigration and Naturalization Services. 


In January of 1947, the SGPC closed its office at Long Beach, Cali- 
fornia. At that time Lebedeff opened an office at Room 315 Heartwell Building 
in Long Beach as an.employee of the San Francisco Shipping Supply Company. a) 
This company is owned by Morris Bach who: has. for several years handled a 
great deal of business for the Amtorg Trading Corporation and the SGPC. Since 
January, 1947, Lebedeff has acted in his old capacity handling matters pertaining 
to the Russian vessels which arrived at Long Beach. He has stated that he is a. 


that actually he is paid by the 2 


: aa em. 
|g Be EX-B8 RECORDED - 128 | /o0-3 49 4 4“) -33 
jena. The current investigation of this case has reflected vor irom Sof | 
\whas been extremely dissatisfied with the treatment he has. received from Soyiet 
V representatives lately. An informant also recently askedyhim. why he"did not 
fh Giko to the FBI and perhaps that organization might be ‘able ‘we his services, 
particularly because of his present financial difficulties. 
he had not done so because he 


BULanpe _ 
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In view of the above facts and the difficulty we are having in 
making any headway in the Artemoff investigation, it is felt that we should 
; thoroughly interview Lebedeff at this time. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


There is attached for your approval a letter to the Los Angeles 
Office authorizing them to thoroughly interview Lebedeff. 


A copy of the letter authorizing the interview is also. being 
sent to San Francisco as they are office of origin in the Artemoff investigation. 
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Office Memorandum + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


| TO + DIRECTOR, FBI — {PATE November 1, 1948 
PAdiyrrow * SAC, LOS ANGELES / 
. . f 
SUBJECT: pr; CONSTANTINE VLADIMIROVICH LEBEDEFF, WAS } ET AL., 
yyy \ INTERNAL SECURITY - R ; 


| , -_ I 
ft. \ | . | 
Current investigation of this case indicates that sub ject 
is devoting his entire time to his job of selling marine supplies 
to fishing vessels in the Los Angeles Harbor Area. He has contacts 
with thee supply houses and works strictly on a commission basis. 


- 


LEBEDEFF is presently in a desperate financial condition. 
Sales have been very slow and he is having difficulty making ends meet. 


According to informants, LEBEDEFF was extremely dissatisfied 

with the treatment he received from the Soviet representatives during 
the last visit of Soviet vessels to this port. V. pyro ONN, a half- 
brother and informant in this case, reports thet a mutual friend recently 
told him that’ LEBEDEFF appears to be swinging back to his forsier anti- * 
Soviet attitude. DAVE MAXWELL, one of the operators of the. Long Beach» 
Marine Repairs, who has been personally acquainted with the subject for 
the past five years, stated thet during a recent conversation with 
LEBEDEFF, he asked him if he ever heard from any of his former Russian 
associates who have returned to the Soviet. LEBEDETF replied that he 
did not.and that he did not wish to receive any letters from Russia 
as they might "reflect" on him. MAXWELL explained that he then asked 

EDEFF why he did not go to the F.B.I.e, that perhaps that organization ‘“ 
might be able to use his services. The subject replied that he had 
not done it because he." just didn't want to get mixed up in it", 


the opinion that LEBEDEFF is an “opportunist, thatthis swing over to 
/ the pro-Soviet sympathies was a direct result of the fact that he 
saw an opportunity to obtain employment from them and as a matter of 
fact, he did obtain one of the few reals jobs he has ever had and it_was 
to his advantage to make the most of it at the time, c \ R. - 


LEBEDEFF! s association with the Soviets is widely known through=- 


out the whole Harbor area, He has never attempted to Nola: secret of 
, ‘ it. It is known that when he first went to work for the ts, he i 


WY extreme ly disturbed that his new associates might learn of his . & 
ee , 
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In commenting on this conversation, MAXWELL expressed 
t 

{ 
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personally and receive the whole commission, 


LA 1000-23834 


violently anti-Soviet attitude prior to 1941 as evidenced by the cartoons 
which he drew for the anti-Soviet publication, "The Whip". ‘This office 
has secured copies of some of these cartoons, one of which depicts a 
bloody noose with cut lines to the effect that this is’ waiting { for STALIN. 


Whether the Soviet representatives are aware of these 
cartoons is not known, but it is apparent that LEBEDEFF realizes the 
significance if they should fall into their hands as ‘exhibited by the 
fact that ‘he went to some lengths to obtain any of the copies that might 
still be in existence and remove’ them. 


L 
1 


In the past, LEBEDEFF has worked for the San Francisco 

Ship Supplies operated by one ae which for the past five years 

has had the contract to ‘supp ly all véssels calling/at this port coal, 

foodstuffs and other items, for which the company receives 10% commission, 
LEBEDEFF has felt that BACH did not pay him-in relation to his efforts 

in this regard and during the last visit. of the Soviet vessels, BACH 

and LEBEDEFF had a falling out. As a result, LEBEDEFT took the matter 

up directly with AMTORG at New York City and chims now to have’ received 

authorization to handle the’ supplying of the Soviet Vessels ati this port 


However, no Soviet vessdls have put into this port since that 
time, and according to Moore~McCormack Steamship Company,Agents, no 
additional vessels are expected to come here in the foreseeable future, 

A group of four sailing vessels accompanied by a mother ship was reported 

to be en route due to arrive here in August, 1948, These vessels never 
arrived and it is believed by the steamship company agents that:the Russians 
have re-routed the vessels, cutting out the ‘Pacific Coast entirély. In 

the past, these vessels have traveled through the Panama Canal from’ England, 
called at the Port for repairs and supplies and then proceeded to Siberia 

to be used in the fishing fleet. It is believed that the vessels are now 
going throughthe Indian Ocean and avoiding any Port under America n authority. 

“A review of the file in this! case reflects thet the | ‘only actual 
evidence that this subject was engaged in espionage activities for the Soviet 
was contained. in the statement of | | who, according to San. 
Francisco letter to the Bureau dated May 27, 1948, advised on May, 3, 1948 
that one I§BEDEFF, was definitely working on the espionage parallel with 
which OLGAA*RTEMOFF is. identified. At that time, this LEBEDEFF's! first 
name was reported by the informant to be "IVAN". However, 
later indicated that it is probably CONSTANTINE VLADIMIROVICH LEBEDETF, 
subject of this casé. The informant has so far failed to further verify 


t 
= a 
( . ‘ : 


LA 100+-23854 


this identification. 


In view of LEBEDEFF's present circumstences and attitude, 
it is now requested that the Bureau give further consideration to authorize 
. ing that he be interviewed. . 
. It is believed that as a result of his past association 
with Soviet representatives, that he may be able to furnish valuable . 
information in connection with these individuals who from time to time 
were active in this area, 
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Office Memorandum - 


TO : Director, FBI 


APROM + SAC, Newark 


SUBJECT: CONSTAN TINE MIROVICH “LEBEDEFP, WA 
Costia Val demas bedeff; 
MRS. CONSTANTINE V.4EBEDEFF, Neg) 
Alexandria Shermett, Alexandrié’! 


INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
Bureau, file UC i 


Rerep STANLEY S. CHMIEL dated August 12, 1943 at New Haven. ae 


Re New York letter to the Bureau dated September 24, 1948 and New 
Haven letter to the Bureau dated September 30, 1948. a | 


ae 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT J 


feat 


DATE: November 10, 1948 3 T 


On November 2, 1948 VLADIMAR MDM{LLYN, care of C. S. BLFF, Service 

Station, Route #4, Englishtown, New Jersey, employed as an elevator operator, 
501 West 56th Street, New York, and rooming at 25 East 99th Street, corner of 
. Madison Avenue, New York, telephone Atwater 9=9755, was interviewed by SAs i 
MICHAEL J. CONNOLLY and WILLIAM H. WMC. LAUGHLIN , at which time he furnished the. | 
t 
{ 


following information. 


He recalled that the subject | has submitted several cartoons for his 


magazine "Thedihip" sometime around 1938 or 1940. All of these cartoons were 
ant to him By ALEXANDERY LOSHIN (former Russian actor, Los Angeles, California). 


4 


. He said he had no direct contact with LEBEDEFF and that he received 
no money for the cartoons which he submitted. 
con rivbuting articles to the magazine and was also selling the magazine on the 
West’ Coast. He said he had no idea where the cartoons were located at the 
present time and he believed they were probably lost when he moved from 


During this time VOLOSHIN was ' 


CA Ponnectigut to. New Jersey. He thought LEBEDEFF used to sign his cartoons as 
Risdon " (Little | Cat), ILLYN said he would attemot to locate the cartoons and 
thes e ent he-found. then, he would furnish them to the Newark Office. 


| 

: { 

fm said he could recall nothing concerning the type of cartoons which | 
| 


LEBEDEFR drew for the magazine other than the fact that he knew they were anti- . 


Commin#s' - He was unable to furnish the present whereabouts of VOLOSHIN but 
thought he was probably residing somewhere around Los Angeles. 


fo 


/ As was set forth in referenced letter from New Haven to the Bureau “ 
vA dated September 30, 1948, ILLYN was the subject of New Haven file entitled 


““MLADIMER M ve LLYIN - SECURITY MATTER (0) CUSTODIAL TION". RUC. 


WHIM: mac _ . 
1000-32390 et | 
ec: Los Angeles New Haven (Info. _ Ww 
New York (Info.) San Francisco (Info. +) (658137) 
(1100-29669) Newark file 100-1699 ; 


an 


NW: 1567 Doel: Grooshepae Pu AB 


al ae : 
4 . me 
STANDARD FORM NO, 64 | C ~ | f 


i 
J 
~ Office Me..vcrendum ¢ UNITED ea GOVERNMENT . | 


Me : Director, FBI . _ DATE: November 23, 1948 : 
you : SAC, New York | & . If 
- SUBJECT: CONSTANTINE VLADIMTROVICH LEBEDEFF, was: Tl 
@eostia ValdematViebedeff; Richard Constant . 
Lebedeff3. 


~~ URS. CONSTANTINE yapaperr, nee 
Alexandrdléhermett, MexantridéSiure 
INTERNAL SECURITY — 


; Re report of SA GEORGE J. NAGEL dated 9/16/48 at Los Angeles, California 
and New York letter to the Bureau dated 9/24/48 copies of which were designated 
for Los Angeles, - 


MR. J. 0. Lewis, Credit Menager of the Hotel Belmont Plaza, 49th Street 
and exington Avenue, New York, New York, examined the records of that Hotel 
and furnished the following information on LL/12/48. . 


MISS ZoeSRELLEY registered at the Belmont Plaza on 5/15/48 and occupied 
gf TUOHE26 until June 18, 1948. WILLEY indicated that she was employed by G. HOWARD 
cK HODGE, Hatter of 1 West 39th Street, New York, New Yorke No other information 
wag —Wwas available at the Hotel. 


MISS ZOYA WILLEY was contacted under pretext and advised she is an 
American citizen, single and resides at 673 Locust Street, Fleetwood, New York, 
telephone Mount Vernon 8-3919. MISS WILLEY is Millinery Designer and a 
principal assistant to the President of G.. HOWARD HODGE Co., of 1 West 39th 
Street, New York, New York. . 


Thé indices of the New York office fail to reflect any information ; 
which may be identified with ZOYA WILLEY. je 


All other leads in this office having been covered, this matter is 
referred upon completion to the office of origin. 7] 
. 7 . G. 4 RI : 


cc Los Angeles 
San Francisco 
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‘Form No. a 
“THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: . . 
: Cor nfidential Inf ornant 


AGENCY /<< Onis a hac 
Los Angeles; on 10/16/h0.. 


DESTROY n. 


—_ _FEDERAL“BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


‘FILE wo100-2696 


LOS ANGELES 
ae a 
U/19/be - » 9/50; ofr; | DAVID c. SPENCER 

— srr " 
JADEMEACVIOH TBBSD BEF 7 INTERNAL SSCUR wrt -R 


CUNSTANTINE 
was. ét.al ; 


Hind Was recruited | 


rae 


that CLGA NIKULASVIAMARTEHUFF stated ESE 
by. either- SEMENCV: or GAVRILCV to: obtains ‘aircraft, informa- 
‘tion. He also recalled that- - ANTEMGERP paid LEBSOZFF money 


but- could £u iris 3h rio. details... Taformé tion in Selective.. 
FF registered at LDB #228, 


Service files indieate LiBEDEF 
Check: for $165.80 dated 6/1b/ 48 


REQ. REC’DS ~ 9 -SS 
REPT ais aca was written on ‘the'San Francisco Ship Supply: Company} and 
Pah cleared through ‘the. Bank “of Amer $a on 6/16/18. a , 


ne Pike. ye Baa Urn | 
Ht fepoos) ~ RUG - 
Revort of Special. Age ent GORGE J. NAGEL at Los Angeles’ . 


REFERENCE . . 
; dated 9 /6/ha 


/ 


AT SAH PRANCLSCG, .CALTFURNTA 


“DET ILS: (| LAT 


| The informant recalled that Mrs 

LDEFF “spoke excell lent Russian and alsc perfect English. The informant asked 
y.and believed her reply was that she ---(7 
Following this 


in the schools here. 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 
Vy : 


BB 


LEE 
‘ther how she had learned English so quick cly. 
was born in the United States and educated 


‘APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


-. COPIRG 


a copies OF THIS REPORT 
~ Bureau «- _ . . 
Los Angeles (100-2383 1) le Fe aay 
£ NOV Ov AND i Df 


— New York (4Af6.)(10 0-9998L) 
~ San Diego (infos) 1 - . ie 
— San Francisco 2 : Ne 
: . Hob iS _: - 
Pree ras U.S. GOVERNMERT® Spiunrine orrice! Re Le} ; YY 2 Be, 
As we Ne de BS fone Bee ON 
‘ # _ . 4 : . : on 
: s a Ma ° : “£ “? 7, 
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incident, informant learned ‘that. the LUBEDERFS had moved to Los . Angeles, and 
shortly thereafter there. was” & rumor that LEBEDEFF was working -for or with the 
‘Russian Consulate at Los Angeles and was also, in contact with various labor 
groups there. . uo \y 


“At a later date, which the informant could not fix, he was told — 


by that LEBEDEFF” should not be in the United States 
because he was working with the Russians, “In an.effort’to recall other informa- 
tion concerning LEBEDEFF furnished him by ‘ | the informant stated 


that he bee aeNOT was recruited by one of two Soviet Espionage Agents— 
SEMEN MARY <OVICHA EMENOV or PETR PANKRATEVICHAGAVRILOV. It was. the informant's 
recollection that LEBEDEFF was commissioned to obtain information concerning 

‘aircraft. He further seemed to recall that vaid- some money te 
LEBEDEFF on one or more occasions, ra 


; Upon being shown the © photograph of TUGINE ALEXANDER’ LEBEDEV the 
informant ‘could make no identification, However, he did identify the photograph: 
of CONSTANTINE VLADIMIRCVICH LEBEDEFF as the individual described above. 


Source of information T al ascertained that the records of the 
Bank of America, National.Trust and Savings. Associ tion, California and Montgom~ 
ery Streets Branch, ,inelude a commercial checkipe” account for the San Francisco 
Ship Supply Company ‘which is handled by MORRISABACH. The records indicated that 
a’check in the amount. .of $165. 80 cleared through this account on: June 16, 1948. 
This undoubtedly was the check dated 6/14/48 which, according - to reference 
report, had’ been deposited at the Security, First. Mational Bank at Long Beach on 
‘that date. ” - a er 


in ron ce aw Mon Bing tte Fae 


AT SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 


tie te a ae ad eg ee ey 


NO “The following investigation was conducted,by Special EmpLoyee 
WADE. FULLER: a Ce 


The State of California Selective Service Records, ‘Sacramento, 
“reflected that CUNSTANTING VLADIMIRCVICH LEBEDEFF , L673 LaMirado Avenue, Los 
Angeles, registered with Local Draft Board #228, Los Angeles, on October 16, 

: '.19L0, Subject. was born in Poltow, Russia, December 31, ye The person that 

; Would always know whereabouts was shown to’ be Miss S HERMET (wite-to-be) , 

— L673 LaMiradé Avenue, Los Angeles, Califorria. - Subject! employer was. shown: - 
to be Sclessinger’ Cartoon Studios, Fernwood & Van Ness Avenue, Los Angeles,” 
California. 


It was further reflected that questionnaire was mailed to sub 
‘ject at above address on April 15, 1941. Social security number was shown’to_-~ 
be 569-18-9050. Wife ALEXANDRA K, shown as common law wife for nine years,” , 
address not given. ot . 


« 
fe aagy 
x 


= a 


" ~ 
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-Subject's mother was shown to nidaiaes, sa 1501 Ardmore 
Avenue, Hollywood, - California; and brother THUY SBaDEFF, address unknown, also 
, of Hollywood, California, _ Te 


‘ 


The above informatd on is all that + Was | reflected in Selective 
Service files re relatives, and nothing revealed. in regard - to associates, 


f , ’ t 
~. 


~ REFERRED UPCN COMPLETICH To THE GPFICE OF URIGIN ~- 
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SCURCE 


Source T-1 is s Mr. W. THORSCAT, hesistant Chief Clerk 
; Bank of America 
; ~ National Trust and Savings Association 
-- California-Montgomery Branch | 
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Hederal Bureau of Inuestigation 


United States Department of Justice 
510 South Spring Street, Room 900 
Los Angeles 13, California 
FOIA(b)(7) - (D) December 8, 19],8 


Director, FBI ' —CONFISENEEAL— 


a 


[ ' Re: CONSTANTINE V, LEBEDEFF 
| Bu INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


Dear Sir: 


A letter of justification was due on December 2, 19),8, in connec- 

tion with the technical surveillance established on the residence of the 
above subject, -This letter of justification was held tip 
pending receip of authority from the Bureau to interview subject, after 
which it is intended that this surveillance will be discontinued. 


Be, 
RTs tty, 


' Authority to interview subject was granted by Bureau letter 
dated November 29, 191)8, and it is contemplated that he will be inter- 
viewed on December 9, 19/8. If the technical surveillance continues to 
be unproductive for approximately one week after the interview, .the sur- 
veillance will be discontinued and the Bureau notified. 


Very truly yours, 


C8 


JsO'C:LL . R. B. HOOD 
100-2383-A Special Agent in Charge 
Air Mail 


? a O88 7, : hey 
iowk Docld; pidge Page 02, y °H 
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Office Mem: 


TO: Director, FBI DATE: December 16, 1948 


Ui » UNITED § 


f 


FROM SAC, San Francisco 


CONSTANTINE VLADIMIROVICH IEBEDEFF, was., et al . | 
INTERNAL SECURITY ~ R | 


/} ee uw ey 


; ReBurlet Los Angeles dated November 29, 1948. 


SUBJECT: 


The San Francisco Office has no objections to interview of LEBEDEFF 
by the Los Angeles Office. It is requested that the results of the interview 
‘be made available to the San Francisco Office. 


DCS: JMT ; . eS 
100=26961 


cc ~ Los Angeles 


6 3 DEC 2 8iSae 
/b° 
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Sooners 


United States Department of Justice 
Los Angeles,.13, California ee 


a 
December 22nd, 1948 
oe | . SSSHHAEDENEEAL~ 
y : 
| 
/} ! 
Director ,“FBI eo a ms es | 
Attn: Security Division 
Res CONSTANTING V. LEBEDEFF 
ain Internal Security (R). 
Dear Sir: Ses 
oto : we ty , ' S 
Technical, surveillance on the residence of the \.* 
above-named individual ‘at 220A Ximeno Street, Long Beach, Cali- © 
fornia, telepheie Long Beach 8-7493, discontinued at 6:00 p.m. | 


December 20th,.1948, inasmuch as the same has been unproductive. 


| | 


IGS :ved_ 
10023834, 


AIRE 


_ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION22. - 
| ¥Y . Sel -f E— 
} 2 Form NOL ATED A AT Los ANGELES . Fire No. 100=23834 


e. 


DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 


WHICH MADE - 
1/7/49 \ 
CHARACTER OF CASE 


aerate 20,23- GEORGE J. NAGEL jam 

™ CONSTANTINE , VLADIMIROVICH. ‘Ts; ‘16:17, "21-24, 28~30 5 
‘sau, was; Costia Valde~ tof, 408513,14,3902225=293 INTERNAL SECURITY=R 
sbedeff, Richard Con=~ 11/i-5, 8-10,12,15,16,18,19,22~ 


_REPORT MADE AT 


LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 


y 
rae 
# 


~—< tne OE we ° - 
MA - ¥ f ¥ 


slant Stebedett; tire, Constan-24,26;12/.=5,6-10,18,20-25,29, 30/48 
TINE V. LEBEDEFF, nee > Alsxatidra®shormett MA 7 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: . ; u 


Background ef subject as furnished by his half brother y 
set ‘out, LEBEDEFF interviewed at Long Beach, California “yf 
-on December 9, 1948 at which time he furnished” details — rf 
he ‘concerning his association with Amtorg since March len 
Ag’ Subject denied that he has ever met a SEMEN MARKOVIC big 
\it- He identified PETER PANKRATEVICH(GAVRILOV from photograph as ~ 
Amtorg Representative’ at Portland or Seattle who contacted ~ 


A. PokGRACHEV, head of the Office at Long Beach, on occasions. 4 
. LEBEDEFF denied that he had any personal dealings with GAVRILOV. 

; LEBEDEFF was unable to identify any woman o nnected with GAVRILOV | 
or other Soviet Officials who might be identical with OLGA — 
ARTEMOFF.  LEBEDEFF. denied that he was ever approached by any. 
person requesting that he obtain any information outside of the 
“scope of his regular duties. He volunteered his opinion that the 
Soviet representatives never trusted him and that he was never | 
taken into their confidence. ‘Personal background of. subject and | 
his wife set out. 


Report of Special agent (GEORGE Ye NAGEL dated 9/16/48 at Los 
Angeles. ay NS i v 
Bureau letter d , 


Say. 


7 
ieions Beach Marine Reg» 


= 


Sie 
3 “GRO A A 


| M Dee emend 
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Company, Long Beach, California, advised on August 25, 1948 that LEBEDEFF 
was devoting his entire time to contacting small vessels and fishing boats _ 

in the Los Angeles harbor area attempting to sell them marine supplies, paint 
and marine instruments, His principal items are the Bendix Marine Recorder, 
which he handles directly with the Pacific Division, Bendix Aviation Corpora-~ 
tion, North Hollywood, California; an automatic steering device which he 
handles through the Atwell Supply Company and paints which he handles through 
the American Marine Paint Company of Wilmington, California, LEBEDEFF was 
not: doing too well financially, having sold only one automatic steering device { 
and & small quantity of paint, LEBEDEFF told MAXWELL that he has successfully 
worked out an agreement with AMTORG at New York, to personally handle the 
servicing of Soviet vessels calling at this port. This will be on a commission 
basis ~ gerierally 10% = and will not be handled through MORRIS ‘BACHs San 
Francisco Ship Supplier as it has An, the paste 


es On August 20, 1948 — LEBEDEY ‘was observed calling on various : fishing 
vessels tied up to docks on Terminal Islands . 


Mre V. “BXvoNKgon, half-brother of subject LEBEDEFF, was interviewed 
at his office in the Douglas Aircraft Corporation, Santa Monica, California, 
on September 7, 1948 and furnished the following information: 


On September 5, 1948 VON SONN and his wife visited. subject at his 
home in Lone Beach for the purpose, ‘of, ‘talking with him and attempting | to 
ascertain. his present sentiments. LEBEDEFF and VON SONN had not seen each 
‘other for several months and when the VON SONNS first arrivéd LEBEDEFF appeared 
to be extremely cautious in his conversation, however, during the evening — , 
he did warm up slightly. VON SONN stated at that time that he had the impression 
that LEBEDEFF continued to feel kindly toward the Soviet and during the evening 
played a number of recordings of the new Soviet music for which he expressed 
great admiratione He explained that his brother had obtained these records 
from the Personnel of the Soviet vessels that have called at this porte 


VON: SOWNN brought up the subject of the Russian school teacher jumping | 
from: the window of the Soviet Consulate in..New. York. Gity, and LEBEDEFF dis- ao 
missed the matter with a statement that at was a Very: unfortunate thing as 
it: resulted in the closing of the- Soviet Consulates in the tnited states, He ~ 
then changed. the subjects, VON SONN noted that LEBEDEFF had a large quantity 
of*Soviet books and literature in his home, LEBEDEFF explained to: him that 
he“had been. distributing this material to the Russian seamen adding | that he 


planned to get rid of it as "it would not be a good Shing | to have it around the 
house o" ” 


wig soe Cote . er ees ‘ . ye Le | 


vwde’escortainod + aor ea erening that mrs LEREDEFF Vs “daughter, 
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“febede FE 
TAMRA, has remarried since her divorce from CAMPBELL, and her husband 
is an Air Corps veteran. LEBEDEFF spent most of the evening talking 
about his work as a salesman. He appeared to be very happy with his 
present arrangements and indicated that he was making a financial SUCCESS o 
He mentioned to VON SONN that he had met an old friend, BORISXBENDER, who 
eperates a fishing boat out of this harbor and had offered to work with 
him as a fisherman. BENDER, however, had not been keen on the idea and 
did not take LEBEDERF's offer, VON SONN explained thet when LEBEDEFF 
first came to the Los Angeles area from San Francisco he had met BENDER 
and they were very close friends but that they had drifted apart after 
LEBEDEFF took up his pro=Soviet viewse VON SONN stated he did not think 
BENDER agreed with these views and that is probably one reason he was not 
anxious to renew their associations 


— It was ascertained during the conversation that LEBEDEFF had met 
IGORYREVERDITTO and his wife in Long Beach, Since that time, however, the 
REVERDITTOs have separatedg Mrse LEBEDEFF told of rumning into mrs, 

' REVERDITTO at the grocery store and that Mrso REVERDITTO had some very bitter 
remarks to make about the Russians in general, This did not set well with 
Mrse LEBEDEFFe , 

* It was also ascertained that LEBEDEFF has been in contact with 

GOURYXPOLONSKY and they were still on friendly terms, 


On leaving, VON SONN explained that he asked LEBEDEFF if he were 
still planning to return to Russia and LEBEDEFF replied, "No, not under 
the present circums tances." . 


At the time VON SONN stated that he had the impression that LEBEDEFF 
had not changed his views towards the Soviet but that he is being extremely 


cautious in his statements and actions in\wiew of the present world situations | 


VON SONN had been previously intertiewed on August 25, 1948 at 
which time photographic copies of various pake$ from; the May »..1957 issue of 
the Russian language publication kmown as "£ i 
VON SONN was immediately able to identify 
as being the work of subject, LEBEDEFFse” It was no ea that one of the cartoons 
depicted a hangmants noose which cap*ioned in afféct) "This was waiting for 
Stalin". The cattoons were signed ¢ SKOTNKA" or' *KOCTNKA" » which VON SONN 
identified. as. -pen-names used by. LESEDEF Fo a 


During this conversition VON SONN was questioned as to reasons that 
caused LEBEDEFF to change . from his Anti-Soviet views as exhibited by these 
cartoons, to his present’ pro-Soviet sentiment, VON SONN explained that in 1933 
or thereabouts, LEBEDBFF became acquainted with various representatives of 
the Soviet Government’ ‘who came to the United States on official missions when 
the Soviet and the United States became allies against Germanys, ‘He, was unable 
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to identify any of these individuals other than one KORAIAXRANKO who was, 
for a time, in the Los Angeles area, representing the Soviet Air Force, 
LEBEDEFF was very close to this man and entertained him on a nunber of 
occasions in his own home, This individual, along with other official 
Soviet representatives, wase also entertained at the Soviet Vice Consulate 
in Los Angeles and through his acquaintance with him, LEBEDEFF was invited 
to. attend functions at the Consulate. i 

VON SONN pointed out that LEBEDEFF has never been able to achieve 
any degree of financial success in the, United States; that while he appears 
to be a man of considerable ability and a hard worker, he has always had a 
difficult time‘making ends meet financially. VON SONN sighted this as a 
possible factor in LEBEDEFF's actions. He stated LEBEDEFF‘'s employment . 
with the S,.G.P.C. was the best job he ever hado 


LEBEDEFFts brother-in-law, GOURY POLONSKY, who presently lives in — 
Los Angelos and whamVON SONN described as extremely radical in his pro-Soviet — 
sympathies, had some influence in bringing LEBEDEFF around to pro-Soviet » 
views, Formerly LEBEDEFF and POLONSKY had heated arguments over the subject 
and at one time they even broke off relations with each others. However, 
LEBEDEFF and POLONSKY are on friendly terms and frequently visit back and forth. 
VON SONN stated that POLONSKY has always appeared to have a whip hand over 
_LEBEDEFF for some unknown reasone 


In regard to LEBEDEFF's personal background, ‘VON SONN stated that 
the present Mréo LEBEDEFF is his second wifes Subject was previously 
married (common law) and has a sixteen year old son by his first wife, The 
first wife is now remarried GS, NICHOLAS \SUKANOFF (Phonetic) and she and her 
fon and husband reside at Hayward, California, The sonts name is CONSTANTINE 

VsXLEBEDEFF but he is known as "RI ", -LEBEDEFF and his first wife have 
been separated for the past ten year or more and have no contact with each 
other, The boy RICHARD is believed tnobts acquainted with his real fathers 

. oe 

In regard to the present Mrso LEBEDEFF, VON SONN explained that no 
ene seems te know a great deal about her background. She and LEBEDEFT have/ 
been married for several years, itjis the informants impression} however, 
hey lived together for at least ten years in common law marriages VON SONN 
stated he knows that she was with LEBROEFF at the time he was drawing. the 
cartoons for "The Whip". “LEBEDEFE- et her in Hollywood where she was a bit — | 
player in the movies, She iso was a talented dancer, specializing in Orientali 
dances, -At--the time. LEBEDEFF mét her} she ‘was broke and down and out and’ he 
po _ took her ine She was previogsly married : has a daughter and a grand-daughter. 
7 Alexandra Her first husband was named “SHERTMETOVA, or] SHERMETOVA, which she changed to ! 
SHERMET.. She also uses..the names “Twas Vol ‘YON SONN's opinion that she , 
used the_name ALEXANDRIA}S REE i tii of the name during her work in 

iyess at a dancing school in Pasadena, 
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California but she became involved with the operator of the school and 
‘LEBEDEFF made her sever her relations with him. Despite the fact that 
she has been in the United States for a number of years, her English is 
| very poor according to VON SONN. -She is actually grey headed but keeps 
. her hair dyed jet black, giving her a youthful appearance, Informant 
expressed doubt that she is a citizen of the United States, Mrs. LEBEDREFF's 
daughter, TAMRA, is now in her middle twenties. She was married to PAUL 
““Y CAMPBELL but is now separated from him. CAMPBELL is. believed presently. 
€o be employed at Lockheed Aircraft Corporation, Burbank, California. He 
lives in the Burbank area and as far as VON SONN knows, he does not possess 
‘pro=Soviet views, There was one product of this marriage, a daughter named I 
DONNA who presently resides with the LEBEDEFFS in Long Beache In regard 
to TAMRA, VON SONN described her as a very shallow individual who, from her 
very nature, would have no interest in politics, 
MRS. PARRA rapTbet 
LEBEDEFF served in the United States Army Air Corps the informant 
explained. He was drafted into the service in 1942 but received a medical 
discharge after about six months, According to VON SONN, LEBEDEFF exhibited 
no objections to the Armed Service. It was shortly after he was discharged 
from the Army that he began to take interest in pro-Russian affairs and 
became acquainted with Russian officials. -LEBEDEFF had also served as an 
officer in the Imperial Russian Army and Navy before coming to the United 
States. Even as a small boy in Russia,.LEBEDEFF ran away from home and . 
joined the Army and in {943 ‘or 1944) VON SONN stated, LEBEDEFF went so far 
as to purchase clothing, which, with the exception of brass buttons, resembled 
a uniforms -LEBEDEFF was confident~that when he arrived in the Soviet, 
he would immediately be given a high position in the military services 


. VON SONN was unable to identify any of LEBEDEFFts Consul associatess 
Since LEBEDEFF became affiliated with the Pro=Soviet group, his family ties 
have been strained and he has more or less withdrawn from the white Russian ' 
colony in Los Angeles, His association with Soviet representatives, VON SONN 
explained, is well known among the local Russian element, | 


. VON SONN was again interviewed on October 13, 1948 and he advised 
that he had no further contact with LEBEDEFF since the last visit to Long Beacho | | 
However, he has had occasion to talk to BORIS BENDER and BENDER expressed the 
opinion that LEBEDEFF was swinging around again to his former anti-Soviet | 
sympathies, ; 

DAVE MAXWELL of the Long Beach Marine Repairs, Long Beach, California, | 
was again interviewed on October 14, 1948, He advised that LEBEDEFF was 
devoting his entire time to attempting to sell Marine supplies to small Pishing 
i boats in the Los Angeles harbor area. He was working on a commission basis | 
and was receiving very little income for his efforts, MAXWELL stated that on 
several occasions he asked LEBEDEFF to contact AMTORG at New York and ascertain 
whether or not there would be any more Soviet vessels calling at this porte 
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LEBEDEFF had shown MAXWELL a letter from AMTORG designating him their 

agent to handle the servicing of their vessels, work which he had performed 
in the past but while he was in the employ. of MORRIS{BACH. ~LEBEDEFF told 
MAXWELL that he did not know whe ther there would be additional ships calling 
at this Porte 


MAXWELL stated that on one occasion he attempted to draw LEBEDEFF 
out on his nationalistic sympathies by discussing the international situation 
with hima: LEBEDEFF expressed the opinion during the conversation that the 
United States's, attitude toward Russia stems from politics on the domestic 
scene and that- “the disputes betwoen the two countries should be and could be 
settled by negotiations 


In answer to MAXWELL's question as to whether he ever. heard from 
GRACHEV, ZEBELLO and some of the other Russians withvthom he was formerly 
associated, LEBEDEFF replied that he did not and added that he didn't care 
to hear from them as setters from Russia might reflect on hite 


From these conversations, MAXWELL explained that he got the 
impression that LEBEDEFF was not too friendly with the Russians now and 
was more interested in trying. to establish himself in independent work here 
in the harbor area rather than depending on them for odd jobs for which he 
has never received a substantial renumerationa 


Recently MAXWELL. stated, he suggested to LEBEDEFF, why he didntt 
go to the FBI, explain his situation to them on the possibility that the 
FBI might be able to use his services. LEBEDEFF replied that the reason he 
has not, was because he "didntt want to get mixed up in it." MAXWELL expressed 
the opinion that LEBEDEFF would ‘probably be willing to talk if he thought 
he might get anything out of it, “It was MAXWELLts opinion that LEBEDEFF is an 
"opportunist", that this swing over to the. pro-Soviet sympahties was a direct 
result of the fact that he saw an opportunity to obtain employment from them 
and as a matter of fact, he did obtain employment from them, one of the few 


real jobs he has ever : had and it was to his advantage to make the most of it 
at the times. ba, 


In connection let LEBEDEFF's present arrangement with AMTORG, the 
following information was. obtained during surveillances conducted in connection 


with the investigation of EUGENTAYAPTNOGENOVA and her contacts with VICTOR 
AAERUSEEY, Soviet Vice-Consul from San Francisco. 


AT LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA: 
On May 19, 1948 MORRIS! BACH» operator ‘of the San Francisco Ship 


Supply Company, PAULASAZANOV, ANTORG Representative from New York,.and LEBEDEFF 
had a conversation in SAZANOV's | room in thes Wiltern Hotel, Long Beach. 
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LEBEDEFF told BACH that he presently had a job as a salesman for a local 
concerns that he worked strictly on a commission basis and that this work 
did not tie him downs -LEBEDEFF also attempted to convince BACH that he 

was in a position to handle the servicing of Soviet vessels at this port. 
SAZANOV then asked BACH to continue LEBEDEFF in his employ but BACH expressed 
objections to thise SAZANOV offered the suggestion that LEBEDEFF act 

as sole agent in this port and this completely upset BACH who explained 

that he had handled this section for the’past five years and he did not wmt 
to lose it nowe He explained, however, ‘that he was willing to leave the 
matter up to AMTORG to decide but he did not desire to keep LEBEDEFF on his 
payroll, / ' 


f . he 
On May 25, 1948 SAZANOV tolephonically contacted V. Ny )€UDRIASHOV 
at New York and asked him to personally look into the LEBEDEFF case on 
the coasts He explained that LEBEDEFF was in the middle; that BACH did not 
want to pay him and that he, SAZANOV, did not have authority to reach a 
decisions He told KUDRIASHOV that LEBEDEFF was an able and willing supply 
MAN». ; 


It is to be noted, however, that no additional Soviet vessels 
had called at this port since these conversations took place and according 
to EARL SAULTER, Long Beach Representative of Moore-McCormack Steam Ship Cos, 
agents for the Soviet vessels, no additional vessels are expected to call 
here in the foreseeable future.’ A group of four sailing vessels, accompanied 
by a mother ship were expectéd to be enroute scheduled to arrive at Los Angeles 
August, 1948. These vessels never arrived and it is believed by SAULTER that 
Russia rerouted the vessels’ cutting out the West Coast entirely. In the past 
these vessels have traveled from England through the Panama Canal, to Long 
Beach for repairs and supplies and then proceeded to Vladivostok on a fishing 
tripe _SAULTER expressed ‘the belief that the vessels are now going through 
the Indian Ocean and avoiding the coast, 


SAULTER has been associated with LEBEDEFF since the subject went 
to work for SGPC at Leng Beach and he shares MAXWELL's opinion that the 
subject is an opportunist and joined up with the Soviet as he saw in it an 
opportunity for employment, He explained that LEBEDEFF was a very diligent: 
and hard worker and through his efforts was able to save the Soviet Coverument 
considerable money and efforts. He statéd that he has never observed any 
activities on the part of LEBEDEFF that would indicate that he was engaged in 
anything other thah routine duties in connection with the Sovieto 


t 


furnished information that LEBEDEFF was devoting his 
entire time in attempting to sell Marine Supplies to vessels in the harbor 
area; that he was in desperate financial condition and in poor health and that 
he was not regularly in touch with any Soviet Government representatives, 
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_ duly 12, 1948 he received a letter from PAUL SAZANOV in’ 
New York congratulating him on making a good deal in Long Beach, This 
pertained to his official appointment as AMTORG representative to handle 
servicing of the vessels», 


November 25, 1948 the informant advised that LEBEDEFF visited 
a Doctor who told him he was in very poor health and suggested that ‘he 
take a reste LEBEDEFF told his wife that he would try to borrow some money 
from MORRIS BACH. November 24, 1948 LEBEDEFF attempted to sell a Royal 
Typewriter with the Russian kéyboard. ‘December 2, 1948 LEBEDEFF attempted 
to telephonically contact MORRIS BACH in San Francisco in an attempt to . | 
borrow some money and was advised that BACH was presently in New York Citys 
Subject left word for BACH to call hime According to the informant subject 
was successful in borrowing some money from ee a friend in Oceanside, 
Californias 


Informant advised that on December 16 LEBEDEFF borrowed two 
dollars from his _deu ghter for lunchos 


BY reference letter of November 29, 1948 the Bureau authorized 
that LEBEDEFF be interviewed. 0m December 9, 1948 LEBEDEFF voluntarily came 
to the Long Beach Resident Agency for an interview with Special Agent FRANCIS 
D. COOLEY and the writer. 


“During this interview LEBEDEFF. stated. that as a worker in the 
Russian War Relief in Los Angeles in 1943 he frequently visited the Soviet 
vessels in the Los Angeles harbor delivering packages of food, clothing and 
other items, During the course of these visits, he met.A. P. GRACHEV and 
became friendly with him. (At the time GRACHEV was a SGPC Representative at 
Long Beach, California.) Subsequently GRACHBV offered him employment as a 
translator and purchasing agent in his office, He accepted this offer and 
started work for AMTORG in March, 1944,'SGPC. 


During the period of his employment, his routine duties consisted 
of purchasing supplies for the vessels and tending to the details of the 
deliveries, taking care of the needs of the crew and handling other of, the small 
details that accompanied the visit of the vessels in this porte 


Frequently, AMTORG» SCPC and other Soviet agency representatives 

would come to the Long Beach Office and he was introduced to them by GRACHEVs 

He wes also on occasions invited to attend official receptions and functions 

at the Vice Consulate in Los Angeles and was known to various members of the 
official family there, -He stated, however, that he was never actually taken 
into the confidence of. GRACHEV or. these other official pers nages, and for this 
reason he was not thoroughly acquainted with the complete scope of these — ; 
activities. GRACHEV and the other Soviet personages frequently asked him if 
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he had ever been approached by the FBI and they indicated they aia not 
believe him when he denied that he had, 


GRACHEV was apparently well acquainted with LEBEDEFF "6 past 
anti-Soviet sympathies and on one occasion confronted him with some of his 
cartoons which appeared in "The Whip" and asked him if he had drawn thems 
LEBEDEFF admitted that he had and pointed: out to GRACHEV that that was in 
the past, the same as his past service with the Imperial Army and Navye 
He said. GRACHEV made no further issue of the matter but LEBEDEFF felt that - 
this probably contributed to the fact that he was never taken; into the 

"inner circles" and was always excluded when anything of confidential nature 
was discussed. Lo. i 

LEBEDEFF explained that the Consulate people appeared to hold 
themselves apart from representatives of the other official ' sagenciese Recep~ 
tions and parties at the consulate were “stiff" and very formal affairs es 
"They were like people from another country” LEBEDEFF stated. “Whenever 
you tried to talk to any of the officials they would listen to you and pass 
it off with a grin". Of all the consulate people with whom he was acquainted 
he was probably closer to Victon{AFANASIEV,. Vice Consulate at San Franciscos 
He became acquainted with AFANASIEV during the course of this individualts © 
visits to Long Beach in connection with the Soviet vesselie; LEBEDEFF stated 
that AFANASTIEV actually ran the consulate in San Francisco and that EFRENOV 
held the > appointment as consular, but actually he was a figurehead, : 


It is noted that in conversations with . ; on Oc-tober 
19, 1948, this informant stated that he was told by a that 
,, LEBEDEFF was recruited by one of two Soviet Espionage Agents - SEMEN MARKOVICH 
“XSEMENOQV.or PETER PANKRATEVICHRGAVRILOVe a rotenone 


During the interview, a photograph of SEMENOV was exhibited to 
LEBEDEFF but he was unable to make any identification. The name SEYENOV 
was then mentioned to him and he still was unable to place this individual 
as any persen whom he had ever met or who was ever connected with the operations 
of AMTORG in the Los Angeles area. He explained that he met numerous indivi- 
duals who came to the Long Beach Office in connection with SGPC business but, 
either the name or the photograph meant anything to him, He was positive that 
he was never interviewed by SEMENOV or had any special dealings with himg 
GRACHEV was the one who employed him and as far as he knew no other person was 
consulted on his employments 


A photograph of GAVRILOV was then exhibited to him and he immediately 
recognized him as one of the Soviet port engineers who had occasionally visited 
the AMTORG office at Long Beach during the period of LEBEDEFF's employment. 

AS he recalled GAVRILOV was stationed at either Portland, Oregon or Seattle 
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Washington, and that he came to Long Beach in  cohnection with the servicing 
of the Soviet vessels in this ports, GAVRILOV was introduced to LEBEDEFF 
by GRACHEV. One incident that he recalled in connection with GAVRILOV was 
that he GAVRILOV gave ZEBELLO, who was also; ‘domected with the AMTORG office 
at Long Beach, a severe reprimand for some mistake he had made in connection 
with one of the vessels, LEBEDEFF explained that GAVRILOV was not too well 
. liked by other AMTORG representatives and he had ithe reputation of being 
"very dumb" and not qualified for the job which he hade 


In reply to inquiries, LEBEDEFF stated. that he was never closely 
acquainted with GAVRILOV, that his association with him was limited to contacts 
in the AMTORG office. GAVRILOV never made any requests to him to perform 
any duties outside the scope of his routine activities: Whenever GAVRILOV 
came to Long Beach, he carried on business ‘with GRACHEV ONZEBELLA directly, : 
the detailed nature of which LEBEDEFF was not aware, AS a ‘general rule, 
when any individuals called at the office and had any thing that appeared 
to be of confidential business: to transact, GRACHEV and the visitor would | 
generally leave the office and carry on their conversations on the street or 
at least outside the scope of. LEBEDEFF's hearings | 
In connection with GAVRILOV, LEBEDEFF explained that while 
in conversation with one of the officers attached to the Soviet vessels that 
visited Long Beach in June, 1948, he was told that ‘GAVRILOV is presently — 
in Japan on the staff of the Russian General who heads the Soviet Commission 
theree The individual who told him this was amused' by this fact because he - 
could not understand such an inefficient man as GAVRILOV was able to advance 


himself to such a responsible positions f 


It is noted that 


4 
\ 


reported that OLGA ARTEMOFF was - 


for GAVRILOV as an Espionage Agent. 


allegedly the go-between during the period that LEBEDEFF was allegedly working 


LEBEDEFF was questioned in detail con-~ 


cerning the identity of any woman associated with GAVRILOV. 


He stated that 


he was unable to recall any woman in this capacity. ‘| Photographs of the following 
three individuals who have been identified by Tas to resemble 
OLGA were exhibited to LEBEDEFF but he gave no indication of recognizing them 
as persons whom he had ever seen or worked with, The photographs exhibited 

were those of FRANCES AORMOND, who was said by the informant to have looked like 

OLGAs RAISA DMITRIEVAYSHUMKINA and ZINAIDA IVANOVAXGRACHEVA, of whom there were 
indications that she might have been OLGA.» 


As for female employees of the SGPC and AMTORG at Long Beach, 

7 LEBEDEFF said there were only three to his knowledge. These were a GINA 

° “~-4 MEDEM 5 a& woman of about 60 years of age, Mrs. LEBEDEFF, the subject's wi wife, and 
a NINAXMASLOVEY, whose husband was head of the office there for a brief time. 
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The description of NINA MASLOVKY as furnished by LEBEDEFE ‘is as follows: 


Age, 27-30, Blonde hair, well dressed, wore hair on top of head, had 
slightly crooked nose, was native of Russia, spoke with a marked accent. Re- 
turned to Russia with her husband. During the period they were at Long 
Beach they resided at the Bayshore Apartments. ° LEBEDEFF was unable to 
place the exact date they were at Long’ Beach, but stated that it was during 
the period that ZEBELLO was in the dfice, : 

During the conversation, OLGA'ts name was never mentioned to \ 
LEBEDEFF, however, every opportunity was given him to name or identify 
a person who might have been in the capacity of this alleged OLGA. 


- It is also to be noted that name was not mentioned to him 
nor any. indication given him of the existence of such a source, \In view 

of latest statements, that he was personally acquainted with LEBEDEFF 
and had met him the possibility exists that _LEBEDEFF 

might recall him and be in a position to throw some light on status 
and background, 


LEBEDEFY was asked directly if he had ever been approached by any 
individuals at any time to obtain any type of confidential information that would 
be of assistance to the Soviet or perform any duty. outside the scope of his 
regular work. He stated emphatically that he had not been approached, As 
to his present status with the Russians, he explained that he had received a 
letter from AMTORG at New York City designating him as their representative to 
nandle the supplying of all Soviet vessels calling at this port in the future, 
He pointed out that he had done a good job for the Russians in this capacity 
in the past. He said he saved them considerable money and should have had 
this assignment long before now but that MORRIS BACH had been successful in 
holding the commission and preventing LEBEDEFF from getting it for himself. 


Before GRACHEV left the United States to return to Russia, he had 
promised LEBEDEFF he would help him in this regard, but GRACHEV, it turned out, 
did nothing to assist him. During the visit of the last group of vessels, 
LEBEDEFF became acquainted with SAZANOV, who came out from New York to rep- 


* resent AMTORG, and became very friendly with him. He feels that it was through 


SAZANOV's influence that he was able to get the commission. 


LEBEDEFF stated he made several trips to San Francisco to plead 
his case with AFANASIEV and that this probably also helpede 


During the course of the interview, LEBEDEFF admitted that at one time 
he was considering returning to Russia. He was being prompted in this idea 
by GRACHEV who encouraged him to believe that he wuld be given a good job 
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there and that he would have an excellent future, In LEBEDEFFts own 
words, "I almost made a fatal mistakeg"” He gradually changed his mind 
and dismissed any idea of returning. His wife was also opposed to re- 
turning to Russia all the time and her efforts to discourage him probably 


: helped to influence his decision, 


Tn this connection he stated that during a conversation with an 
officer on one of the Soviet Vessels, he mentioned the fact that he was 
planning to return to Russia. The officer, who was a woman doctor, replied 


he noted from time to time in connection with his work made him decide to stay 
in the United States, 


Many of the Soviet representatives in the United States with 
whom he came in contact did not desire to return to Russia and would have 
preferred to remain in the United States if they had dared. Included 
among these was ZEBELLO who fought his return but was forced to go back 
through the efforts of GRACHEV who hever liked ZEBELLO, GRACHEV himself 
was not too keen about going but he always made it a practice to put up a 
false front that he and his wife did desire to go and were not satisfied 
with his assignment in the United States. LEBEDEFF explained that they 
would both have preferred to remain in the United States. 


LEBEDEFF stated that during the time he was in the employ of the 
Russians he did the very best job‘ that he could for themp During the Wary | 
he was complimented by the Ue Se War Shipping Administration for his efforts 
and he considered ita patriotic duty to get the ships carrying supplies to 
Russia out as fast as possible, He realizes now, he explained, that the 
Russians found he was a hard worker and could get results and used him to 
their full advantage but that they were always ready to throw him over when 
his services were no longer usefulg He feels that he got a faw deal from 
BACH who let him do all of the work and while he sat in his office in San 
Francisco and-made-the-money.-. - 


verified inform&tion’ regarding his arrival in the pnited States, his 
naturalization andfhis activities in the Los Angeles area, He was questioned 
for some Length gh tine relative to his wife, He stated that she was born 
in Habarovaka, Sib ria and that she was married in Siberia-and that her first 
husband's name firas: ‘ALEXBEVAs She came tothe United States about 1927 and 
entered either’ at San Francisco or Sea tIe, Washingtone He was not certain 
of the details, “She was a member of dance troop that came to this country 
ona tour. After arriving in the Unite States the troop broke up and she 
did not return to Russia, He started that it is his impression that she ree 
entered the United States fron Canada and some time later married again. 
The second husband's name was “Iiaserhos Ssh They lived in San Francisco, She 
later diverced this man in Los “Angeles, about fifteen years agoe He has sub- 


soon ~ Du e the/course of the interview LEBEDEFF was questioned and 
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sequently returned to China and is believed to be operating a photography 
business in Shanghai in the White-Russian Colony there. The daghter, 
TAMRA, is a product of the first marriage. THRMRA is a naturalized citizen 
of the United. States. She has been married twice, first to PAUL CAMPBELL; 
she divorced CAMPBELL about two years ago. She has one daughter by this. 
marriage, DONNA, who. presently resides with subject and his wife. About 
one year ago TAMRA remarried . INK who was a flier,in the United 
‘States Army Air Corps and now employed at North American Aircraft, Long 
Beach, California. LEBEDEFF stated that his wife, Mrs. LEBEDEFT, has never 
become a naturalized citizen. He stated that some years ago she was - 
interviewed by the INS at Terminal Island and was apparently cleared for per- 
manent residence in the United States. Mrs. LEBEDEFF has not been employed 
for several years since her workiwith SGPC}; however, she does, on occasion, 
give private Russian language lessons. ‘She was, at one.:time, an instructress 
at a dancing school in atom California in about 1937 and 1938. 
! more : rS. Fred SpaGian | | 
Ta RAO IAN TL ecard to nin oer Free en EBEDEFF stated that he had- 
served in both the Imperial Army and Navy and that he came to the United 
States with his family.as: refugees from ithe Reds. He obtained naturalization 
and subsequently moved to Los Angeles where he has had various jobs in the 
Los Angeles area, “About fifteen years ago he attended art classes at the 
Los Angeles City College night school and subsequently obtained wrk with 
various motion picture studios in Hollywod. He has alsoworked as-a house 
painter for various individuals. He was inducted into the United States 
Army September, 192, Los Angeles, California, and assigned to a Camouflage 
Unit at Fresno and Culver City, ‘California. Prior to his induction he was 
working in a Civilian Camouflage Unit being operated under military authorities, 
He stated he was actively associated with the Russian Relief Association in 
19432 At the present time he is devoting his entire time and effort to 
attempting to ‘sell Marine supplies in the harbor area. He stated that he has 
had no contact with his former Russian associates since their departure from 
‘the United States and he does not expect to hear fron them. He stated, however, 
that if additional Soviet vessels call at this port he will undoubtedly act 
as Supply Agent and will be in touch with AMTORG Representatives in this l 
connections [ | 


One copy of this report is being designated to the San Francisco 
office for information purposes. . 
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: “ 
Complete background concerning LEBEDEFP / 48. dontained in the. “ease { 
file entitled "CONSTANTIVE VLADIMIROVICH LEBEDEFF, © Internal Security fe RU, a 
Bureau File. Nos 100~348L79 (LA Pile’ NOs. 2100-23834). / : j 
. at. the present tine, LEBEDE oF ‘resides at “po0en Kimene, Long Beach, ae 
Californias. He is not regularly employed” but holds a letter from AMTERG 
TRADING CORPORATION , New York. Citys. ‘authorizing! him as their agent! to handle 
the supnlving of vieti My 
Very truly yours, 
/ " R. Be HOOD, SAC ,, oo 
e ; - €, ae i 
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_SAC,Sac, Los Angeles 


Director, FBI 


CONSTANTING VLADMIROVICH LEBEDEFY, was. 
INTERNAL SECURITY - RB 
Your file 100-23834 


In accordance with your recommendation, the Security Index Card 


relative to the captioned individual has been cancelled and you are 
authorized to place your copy” thereof in the investigative case file. 
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' GONSTANTINE VLADIMEROVICH LEBEDEFF 
INTERNAL SECURITY ~ R 
REGISTRATION ACT 


Reference is made to my letter dated November 10, 1949, wherein you 
were instructed to furnish a SUInMAEY report concerning the subject. 


fou are also requested to advise the Bureau as to: the availability 
of the informants set forth in this summary report. The availability of the 
informants is essential, inasmuch as the Department will consider prosecuting 
the subject for failure to register under the terms of the Foreign Agents 
Registration Act. . ; 
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SAC, Sen prenciaco,’ Sovesber 10, 1949 


Director, FST = 


wOmeTy BACH, we. SOSSPAETINS PLATIMIROVICH Legee 
HPPREAL SEGIRITT = Bo TOTEEMAL SEQURITE -~ & 

REOWTRATION ACT ‘BEGISTRATION ACT 

Bureau file 9100-35670 Berean. flie §100-349497 


. Reurles dated Septenber 27, 1949, entitled "Worris 
Sach, Wa., Intermal geeurity - EB, Foreign agents Registration 
dct." Ia connection with instant investigation you MLL recala 
that on Movember 24, 1947, the Ort Anal Division of the Pepart- 
sem of Justice was requested to advies whether constantine 
Viedinirovics iebedef’ or Worria Bach have cos) thed Wolations 
of the Registration Act. On December 24, M47, a senorencus 
gas. facelved ire she Departaent reflecting thet the capes on 
Labedeff and Bach were very similar and to a certain extent 
comiacted sith the ease of the Anterg grading Corperciion. 

14 wan stated that a decision wewld not be maids concerning 
tabedat? acd Bach wwtil disposition wes made of the Antorg 
SAC ber. . . 


You are requested to advise if you have say ebdaction 
to the presentation of the facts to the Department concarming 
ighedatf and Bach, If you are of the opinion that the facts 


goncorting Lebedeff shoule be greconted, you shouls then subadt 
& summary report shieh could be furnished to the Devartuent. 
tha yoporta previously farnished concerning iabedeff contained 
jafermation oomerning “liga Artenol® and copies of theses re= 
gorte hava act beon furbished to the Hepertemnt. The facts 
@ill be presented. to “tis Separtoens upon reseipt of the suaiery 
yeport concerniag Labeda? i. : 


_\ ‘Tm egenection with yaur.m yout to interview Lydia 

 peneuteft, she former secretary of thekborg Office ig dan. 

| Srancleso, Fou ili recall that on September 13, A949, Po: 
yequested poraiegion to qaterview this indivicusl regarding 
her knowledge of Auwtorg. You wore sdvised on September 19, 
Lue, thet. Ldis Ar mtorf should mot be interviewed in view 
ef the eloce affiliation of Lydia and her husband with the 
Commaniet Party. Accordimely, avtheriiy ia nob being granted 
to toterview Gre. Art antort at this tine for the same reason. 


JAS somr3se 
27% 


- - . 7 as _ ‘ 
ie UDECZ 1949 °? 


DoT LIGATE Yili. somsecou 
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Covgideration will be given to interviertiag 
Morrie Bach efter an opinion is given by the Departeent. 
as to a peoseible viclatien of the Yorsign Agente Regis- 
tration bet On the part of the sabject. When you resubmit 
Our  Zomest for an interview with tie aubject, Fou should 
Tae sineomaon hag believe thet the interview would 
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Office Memorundum » UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 1 Director, FBI © - DATE: December 6, 1949 


FB Grom : SAC, Los Angeles O i 
| ©" supyecT: CONSTANTINE VLADIMIROVICH LEBEDEFF, was ae 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R | | ‘ 
REGISTRATION ACT 

Bureau File 100-348597—— 


Rebulet dated November 10, 1949 to the San Francisco Office in the i 
above captioned case, in which the Bureau requested to. be advised the opinion 
of the San Francisco Office whether the facts concerning LEBEDEFF should be 

presented to the Department. for consideration under the Registration Act. 
As the Los Angeles Office was office of origin in this investigation, the 
matter was referred to this office for action. 


A review of the file in this case reflects that LEBEDEIT wae . 

ployed by the Soviet Govermment Purchasing Commission™in January, 1 
1946.~"In March, 1946 “he 1 

tl n Rrancis¢o Shin4Su 


al. & 


“URBEDEFF was on the payrolls ofthé SGPC, he received $250) 
month and i#ae~employed in a minor clerical capacity. While an employe of 
the San Francisco Ship Supply, he was in a similar minor capacity receive 
a salary of $250 a month which was increased to $300, According to his 
statements, the San Francisco Ship Supply Co. was operated purely as @ 

brdgrage. firm receiving its income in the form of commissions from vani6 
American business houses which sold supplies. to the Soviet vessels./* 


In the Spring of 1948, LEBEDEFF claims that he received({arli 


tn ten ee 


from the Amtorg Trading Corp., authorizing captains of Soviet vessellsgcalling 
at Long Beach to make purchases of supplies through him. This authorization, 


however, was not honored, and Bach acted as supply broker when the next ~ 
Soviet vessels called at the port. LEBEDEFF in the meantime has returned | 
the letter to Amtorg and has had no further correspondence or contact with | 
that agency. : 


. In view of LEBEDEFF'S minor capacity with both the Soviet Government 
Purchasing Commission, Amtorg and the San Francisco Ship Supply, it is 
not being recommended that his case be referred to the Department for con- 
sideration under the Registration Act. oO 


100-25834 


be | eh AS | 
we yt yao 992427 HF 


CC: San Francisco | | a ee ee a Ae 
SEMA ISSA Vy, FO 


‘arn Y a. 
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° UNITED Bee t As GOVERNMENT 


STANDARD FORM NO. 64. 


| Office Men. 


TO : "Director, FBI . |. ‘DATE: 12-12-49 


iz FROM : C, San Francisco AIR MAIL 


SUBJECT: CONSTANTINE VLADIMIROVICH LEBEDEFF 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 

REGISTRATION ACT 

Bufile 100=348497 


Remylet 11-16-49 suggesting that Los Angeles write the summary 
report in the LEBEDEFF case since LEBEDEFF's activities have been centered. 
in Leos Angeles. . 


| The Bureau is requested to advise San Francisco and Los* ‘Angeles _ re 
| by air mail if it agrees with the suggestion by San. Francisco. - oS ~ 
; . 


HFC :mah- 


7 100-26961 | ys fle a _ a | : 
: Los Angeles (Enel, Ly, en 

. , “Lor ~ \" , : awe - 3h (9. 3 34S 97 - “4 : 

“\ | Meee an sree —_ 

ey why f : , - os ep 

de ‘" Te: o EC 3 “nals ° DC) cr 

Py is ° _ ef 

ye . 8 onkcas 8 19a ia é poe 4, Y . 
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L, 
SAC, Los Angeles VIA ALR MAIL - December 15, 1949 
Director, FBI | = 
| | j MORRIS BACH, wa CONSTANTINE VLADIMIROVICH LEBEDEFP - 
wr _ INTERNAL SECURITY - RB. TNOERNAL SECURITY ~ R 
. - REGISTRATION ACT “REGISTRATION ACT . 
Bufile 100-356760. Bufile 100-348497-- KY 
Q 
j 
Reference is made to my letter to San Francisco dated November 10, a 
‘1949, a copy of which San Francisco, has made available to your office. 4 
N 
los Angeles, as origin, ts requested to submit a Summary report on Ne 
Lebedeff, which can be furnished to the Department for its opinion a as | to Ly 
prosecution umer the Foreign Agents Registration Act. w% 
You are also requested to advise the Bureau as to the availability of an 
the informants set forth in this. ‘summary report, > 
\ 
Mr. fo . . "oY | 
i: Gitte —e6: San Francisco ye 
Mr. Lad¢ : tL 
Mr. Nichols___ ; we. 
Mr. Rosen. 
Mr. Tracy . z. / 
tes Gurnee ‘. 5 8 
fa 7 boayyhne vk” p 
| sicin— tendo (, 3 
He Meas . . 100-356760 pj? @ 
Gye fi Z a - : : ' cil ; 
2atUAN 9 W950 db 4, | : | 
_. cw : 7 a 
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Director, FBI 


11-16-49 
SAC, fan Francisco AIR MAIL 
MORRIS BACH, wa CONSTANTIVE VLADINIROVICH LEBEDEFF 
“INTERNAL SECURITY = R a INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
REGISTRATION ACT REGISTRATION ACT 
- (Bufile 100356760) . 


(Bufile 100-348497) 


ReBulet 11-10-49 captioned as above, a copy of which 4s enclesed 
for Los Angeles. 


The San Francisco Office has no objection to the presentation of 
the facts concerning LEBEDEFF and BACH to the Department. 


It is noted that the Bureau requested the San Francisco Office to 
submit a summary report concerning LEBEDEFF. It is point out that the Loa 
Angeles Office 41s the office of origin in the case concerning LEBSDEFF whose 
time has beon spent practically solely in the Los Angeles Division. As a 
consequence full information concerning him is not available in San Francisco, 


and especially a review of logs and other sources which probably exist in 
Los Angeles would not be possible in San Francisco. 


It is suggested, therefore, that the Bureau by return air mail 
letter advise the Les Angeles Office if it desires that office to propare a 
summary report concerning LEDEDEFF . 


In tho meantime no action concerning 
LEBEDEFP is being taken in the San Franoiseo Offices 


HO smah 
10026961 
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Director, FHI 
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Sederal Bureau of Investigation . 


United States Department of Justice 


INTERNAL SECQURITY - R 
. REGISTRATION ACT 
(Bureau file 100-348497) 


Dear Sir: 


Re Bureau letter dated December 15, 1949 a 


~ By letter dated December 6, 1949, the Bareau was advised 


Los. Angeles 13, Califormia 
vanuary 10, 1950 


RBs CONS TAN TENE VLADIMI soma essnert 


FOIA(b)(7) - (D) 


of the recommendations of this office conceming - the presentation of this 
case to the Department as a possible violation under the Registration Act, 
as had been requested | in Bureau letter to, San Francisco dated November 10, 


1949. 


_ In view of the fact that my letter of December 6, 1949 and 
Bureau ‘letter dated December 15, 1949 apparently crossed in the "mail, no: 


to the contrarye 


Summary report will be submitted at this. time unless the Bureau advises 


Very truly yours, 


Ob ty 


i . HOOD, SAC 


AT RMAT L 
GJNsbjd 
100=23834 
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| Office Memorandum ° UNITED sTATES GOVERNMENT 


-TO 7 Director, FBI ~ a DATE: Qeteber 19, 1950 - —— 
FROM: SAG, San Francisco © | 
SUBJECT: MORRIS BACH, was 


TITERNAL SECURITY = RD 
REGISTRATION ACT ° 
_ Bureau Pile 1002356760 


a ReBulet 8/16/50 requesting San Francisco to submit recommendations 
regarding the interview of subject BACH following completion of an inquiry 7 
by the Washington Field Office. The Bureau indicated the re-presentation r 
of this case to the Department would be withheld until euch recommendations 
_ relative to the interview were received. A sumarigation of the facts 
‘pertinent to the presentation of this case for prosecutive purposes and | 
‘relative to an interview with BACH follows? ve , 


. . The Bureau, by memorandum dated November 2h, 19h7, requested a 
the. Dep. of Justice to advise if MORRIS BACH and CONSTANTINE - oO 
VLADMEROVIC EFF (Bufile 100-3897; Lafile 100-2383). violated 
the Foreign Agents Registration Act through their failure to\register. 
The Department replied by memorandum dated December 2h, 1947, pointing ‘, 
to the similarity of the BACH and LEBEDEFF cases and to their cormection ; 
with. the Amtorg Trading Corporation case (BUfile 61-5381). The latter = = -.._Aq | 
case (AMTORG) was said to then present the question: es to whether — ; a 
prosecution was warranted on the basis of “representation of a foreign 
government in commercial matters. alone,which is. ali. that up to now is sO, 
provable.’ The Department indicated that no determination should be made’ . | 
in the BACH and LEBEDESY cases wmtil the AMTORG case had been determined, = = =.” 
It is to be noted that Los Angeles letter'to the Bureau of November 7, me 
1947, in the CONSTANTINE VLADMIROVICH LEBEDERT. case summariged activities 7 
possibly bringing him within the purview of the Foreign Agents Registration 
Acte 2 TO . us , PW a a ‘ 


‘Fhe report of Special Agent JOHN J. WACHTER dated September 275 & 4 
199, at San Francisco, California, summarized the activities of BACH for mS 
submission to the Department; BACH was characterized therein as an ae | 

- opportunist and one who formed friendships with USSR representatives in ase 


order that he might make use of the relationships to further BACH'S business. 

In connection with the preparation of Agent WACHTER'S report, a request $5. 
was. made to the Bureau by letter of September 27, 1949, asking permission a 
to interview BACH. This request was renewed in San Francisco letter of a 
October 28, 199, which called attention to the institution of prosecutive | S 


< a 


100-279)2 | 4 M0 - 34 '497- 
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Letter to Bureau oo FO 10/19/50 
| RE: MORRIS BACH, wae __ : - 
| "1 ~ Ry REGISTRATION Aor oo 


action against the Amtrog Trading Corporation at Washington, D. Coy by 
an indictment returned October 21, 1949. The desirability of referring 
the BACH case to the Department again was called to the Bureau's attention 
at this time and it was indicated that such a determination was deemed 
advisable prior to interviewing BACH. . It was stated that if the Department 
_ held BACH*S past activities with relation to the Amtorg Trading Corpor ation 
‘were those of an independent broker tather than those of an agent or “ a 
employee, there was no indication that an interview with BACH could be 
expected to alter such a viewpoint. 


In requesting permission to: interview BACH after receipt of the . 
‘Departmental opinion regarding prosecutive action, it was contemplated | 
he would be specifically questicned regarding particular transactions 
and events of interest to the Pepartnent if prosecution was decided 
UBON > 


. - In regard to this latter situation, the Antorg Trading Corporation 

closed its San Francisco Office in March 198, The Consulate General of 

the USSR at San Francisco terminated its operations on September 30, 1948, 

po and no Seviet vessels have entered the Port of San Francisco since early 

po 1948. You will recall that twenty vessels of the USSR cleared Sen Francisco 

a in 19463 seventeen in 1973 and only two in 1948. These were the SS DNESTER, 

: leaving January 10, 1948, and the SS KOLHOZNIK, departing January 17, 19)8, 

; both destined for Vladivostok, Siberia, via Los Angeles, California. Soviet 

: activities in San Francisco, California, began to decline following the . - 
termination of lend-lease on October 2 gi 19455 and practically all activities 
had ceased by mid-19h5. 


® the San Francisco requests of. Septenber 275 ‘19h9 aind 
October 28, 1949, the Bureau replied by letter of November 105 L949, - 
referring to both the BACH and LEBEDEFF cases, and requested advice as 
.to whether there was any objection to the re-predentation of the facts of 
these cases to the Department. . This commmication stated that the Bureau 
would give consideration to interviewing BACH after an opinion regarding 
prosecution was received from the Department. Yo the Bureau's inquiry 
San Francisco replied on November 16, 19h9, saying there was no objection 
to the re-presentation of these cases. 


Letter to Buresi . : 10/19/50 
RE: MORRIS BACH, Was. , , . 
IS - Ry REGISTRATION ser 


i ’ On Decenber as, 19495 the ‘Bureau requested the Los Angeles 
Office to submit a summary report regarding LEBEDEFF in order that it 
might be submitted to the Department. San Francisco completed the 
submission of full identification regarding informants montioned in 


‘Special Agent WACHTER'S summary report on February 16, 1950, and also 
furnished data a regarding their availability as witnesses. 


‘With regard to the Bureauts letter of August 16, 1950, 


please note that the leads furnished the Washington Fiela Office on August 3, __ 


1950, were referred back to the Bureau on August 30, 1950, with a request 
that the inquiry at CHI G2, and CIA be handled by the Bureau's Liaison — 


Sectione’ - ; ‘ 


It is believedtthat the Bureau may desire to consider the 
following facts in connection with further activities in this Cases 


The original Department viewpoint regarding prosecution 
associated the BACH and LEBEDEFF cases with the Antorg Trading Corporation 


‘case, and the question of prosecution for representing a foreign government 


in commercial matters alone. dust pricr to the indictment of the Antorg 

Trading Corporation, extensive investigation was conducted by the San 

Francisco and other offices at the request of the: office of origin (New 

York) to develop indications that AMTORG acted in other than purely commercial 

capacities and, in fact, acted-as an Agent of the USSR in political, 

espionage, and governmerital matters, It is believed that the presentation 

of the Amtorg Trading Corporation éase to a Federal Grand Jury showed a 

much stronger case than. the mere acting in commercial matters alone. Also, 

the action against Amtorg was described in the press as directed primarily 

towards. securing the registration of the Amterg Prading Corporation with 

the Attorney. General as an agent. of a foreign principal. It was noted 

that . punitive action: following the nolo contendre pleas resulted in a 

filie which was suspended and in the dismissal of the Prosecition “against 

the officers of the Amtore Prading. Corporations , . cs 
Mh 
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Letter to Bureau | 10/19/50 


RE: MORRIS BACH, was _ i 
. JS = Rs REGISTRATION. ACT _ 


In BACH'S case -pather full end complete information is 
available regarding the exact nature-and extent of his dealings with the 
Amtorg Trading Corporation. and with USSR representative. All of. this, 
information is now quite Olds and recent activities on BACH‘S part have 
been nominal. ¢ 


This case is éseentially ene in the character RROISTRATION 
ACT” and merely offered possibilities in the "INTERNAL SECURITY = R" field 
which this office is still exploring <¢ 


CONSTANTINE VLADMIROVICH LEBEDEF? was interviewed by the 
Los Angeles Office on October 26, 1919, concerning BACH, and he expressed 
the opinion that RACH was acting as an independent broker in his transactions 
with the Soviets. You will recall BACH has long made it a practice of 
referring. many business-matters to Mra HARVEY B. RILEY, who is in charge - 
of the Marine Division, United States Customs, San Francisco, ‘California. 
Mr, RILEY has. commented that BACH appeared to be operating as an independent 
broker dingofar ‘as transactions coming to RILETIS attention were concernede 
Both LEBEDEST ‘ayid RILEY ‘apparently feel ‘that’ BACH was primarily motivated 
by monstary cons: idsrations an ali his: dealings with USSR representatives. : 


re “the Sa Francisad oftices idecires. ‘to make the following 
recommetidations to the Bureau at this time: 


. Ls: ‘Geoure an early Péepresentation of the “facts concerning 
” BACH to the Department for possible prosecution under 
+he Foreign Agents. Registration Act 


Qe. Withhold. consideration of the interviewing of subject BACH 
4 until after the ‘Departments opinion has been received. 


FOIA(b)(7) -(D) | ~ 
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Letter to Bureau : | 10/19/50 
RE: MORRIS BACH, wa. - 
IS ~ Rs REGISTRATION ACT ‘ 


ke If prosecution of BACH is authoriged, it is anticipated 
. the Department will specifically outline the: transactions 
' deemed of probative value, and the interview with BACH 
can be restricted to facts and occurrences of interest 


to the prosecuting attorneys. a 


- This case is being continued ina ‘pending inactive status 
at ‘San Francisco until advice is received from the Bureau relative to the 
. above reoommendations.: ; 


